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WHO’S THE STORY

New head coach John An-
derson won five champi-
onships in 13 seasons as a
head coach in minor profes-
sional hockey, most recently
guiding the Chicago Wolves
to the American Hockey
League’s 2008 Calder Cup
Championship. He has 30
years of experience in profes-
sional hockey as a player and
coach, including the past 11

years as head coach of the Wolves, the Thrashers’ pri-
mary minor-league affiliate since 2001. During his
tenure with Chicago, he earned a 506-283-99 regular-
season record, a 105-60 post-season record and cap-
tured two Calder Cups (2002, 2008) and two Turner
Cups (1998, 2000) when the team was a member of
the International Hockey League. Anderson earned his

first of five league titles as a head coach with the Quad
City Mallards of the Colonial Hockey League in 1997.

During his 12-year NHL playing career from 1977 to
1989, Anderson scored 282 goals and 349 assists for
631 points in 814 games with the Toronto Maple Leafs
(1977-1985), Quebec Nordiques (1985-86) and Hart-
ford Whalers (1986-1989).

“He’s a demanding coach who expects you to
play with the same passion that he brings as a
coach. But at the same time he’s a great guy to
play for and winning follows him around. He al-
ways has the right things to say to get through to
players – he has a knack for it.”

- Thrashers D Garnet Exelby, June 25, 2008.

LW Ilya Kovalchuk, 25,
posted his second career 50-
goal season in 2007-08, rank-
ing second in the NHL and
tying a single-season career
high with 52. Kovalchuk was
the first NHL player to reach
the 30-goal plateau with the
first of two goals against
Florida on Dec. 27 and was
the first player to score 30
goals before the end of De-
cember since 1999-2000, when the Penguins’ Jaromir
Jagr became the "first to 30" on December 30. The last
season in which a player scored 30 goals at an earlier
date than Kovalchuk reached it was 1997-98, when
Anaheim’s Teemu Selanne did it on December 22.

Kovalchuk is the only player in the NHL who has
scored 40 or more goals in each of the past four sea-
sons and is the NHL’s leading goal-scorer since enter-
ing the League as an 18-year-old in 2001-02.

ATLANTA 

Thrashers
KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
June 16: Re-signed G Johan Hedberg.
June 20: Named John Anderson head coach.
June 20: Selected D Zach Bogosian (Peterborough,

OHL) third overall in the 2008 Entry Draft.
July 2: Signed D Ron Hainsey.
July 9: Re-signed LW Eric Boulton.
July 14: Signed C Jason Williams.
July 16: Re-signed G Kari Lehtonen.
July 17: Signed C Marty Reasoner.
July 18: Signed 2007 1st-round pick (20th overall, by

Pittsburgh), C Angelo Esposito.
July 24: Named Randy Cunneyworth and Todd

Nelson assistant coaches.



MOST GOALS SINCE 2001-02 
(PAST SIX SEASONS)

1. Ilya Kovalchuk 254
2. Jarome Iginla 252
3. Marian Hossa 223
4. Dany Heatley 221
5. Vincent Lecavalier 212

In international play, Kovalchuk was the hero of Rus-
sia’s 5-4 overtime victory over Canada in the gold
medal game at the 2008 IIHF World Championships at
Quebec City in May. He tallied the game-tying goal
with 5:14 remaining in the third period and added the
championship winner at 2:42 of the first extra period.
Kovalchuk helped Russia capture gold at the World
Championships for the first time since 1993.

•  •  •  •

G Kari Lehtonen, 24,
missed 16 games with an
early-season groin injury,
then posted a 17-22-5 record
with a 2.90 goals-against av-
erage, franchise-record .916
save percentage and career-
high tying four shutouts in 48
appearances with Atlanta last
season. Lehtonen faced 40 or
more shots 10 times, includ-
ing a career-high 49 shots

against the NY Islanders Feb. 16. He made a career-
high 46 saves in a 5-1 victory at Detroit Jan. 15.

The Helsinki, Finland native has appeared in 158 ca-
reer games with the Thrashers, recording a 75-61-14
mark with 11 shutouts, a 2.82 goals-against average
and a .913 save percentage. He is the Thrashers all-
time leader in victories (75), shutouts (11) and save
percentage (.913).

•  •  •  • 

Free agent D Ron Hainsey, 27,
brings size, scoring, and experi-
ence to the Atlanta blueline.
Hainsey recorded 32 points
(eight goals, 24 assists) in 78
games for the Columbus Blue
Jackets last season. He led team
defensemen in goals, assists,
points and shots (161) and
ranked second on the team in

average ice time per game (22:33). The 6-3, 210-pound
Bolton, Conn. native ranked second on the team with
eight power-play goals, which tied him for sixth among
NHL defensemen.

•  •  •  • 

D Garnet Exelby, 27, has
spent his entire career in the
Thrashers organization,
recording 39 points (six goals,
33 assists) and 391 penalty
minutes in 298 NHL games
over five seasons. Exelby ap-
peared in a career-high 79
games with Atlanta last sea-
son, recording seven points
(two goals, five assists) and 85
penalty minutes.

•  •  •  • 

LW Vyacheslav Kozlov, 36, is
entering his sixth season with
the Thrashers. Kozlov was one
of three players to appear in all
82 games with the club in
2007-08, ranking fourth in
scoring with 41 points (17
goals, 24 assists). He appeared
in his 1,000th NHL game Dec.
27 against Columbus, becom-
ing the fifth Russian-trained

player to achieve the milestone, and completed the
season with 1,045. Only Dallas’ Sergei Zubov (1,058),
Montreal’s Alex Kovalev (1,073), 2007-08 Thrasher
teammate Alex Zhitnik (1,085) and Washington’s
Sergei Fedorov (1,196) have appeared in more games
among Russian-trained players.
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Atlanta’s first choice, third
overall at the 2008 Entry
Draft, D Zach Bogosian
could be the cornerstone of
the Thrashers blueline for
years to come. Bogosian, 18,
ranked second among OHL
defensemen with 50 assists
for Peterborough in 2007-08
and was the only defenseman
to lead his team in points

with 61 (11-50–61). The 6-2, 200-lb. Massena, N.Y.,
native comes from an athletic family: his father Ike
was co-captain of the 1981 Syracuse University foot-
ball team and his uncle Steve earned All-America hon-
ors playing football at West Point.

“Zach is a big player and he plays defense very
big. Zach’s combination of skating ability and his
size are what set him apart. There are some big-
ger, taller defensemen, who have to grow into
their body, but Zach is right there, fully propor-
tioned and ready to make that step into the NHL
very quickly.”

- NHL Director of Central Scouting 
E.J. McGuire.

“I want to crack the lineup. Working hard in de-
velopmental camp and training camp are my top
priorities since I'm out to try and make their deci-
sion to send me back home to junior a hard one.”

- Zach Bogosian, Aug. 12, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

C Jason Williams, 28,
recorded 36 points (13 goals,
23 assists) in 43 games with
the Chicago Blackhawks dur-
ing an injury-shortened 2007-
08 season. He recorded a
season-high six-game point
streak from Feb. 23 – Mar. 4,
recording nine points (three
goals, six assists) in that span,
and tallied a career-high four
points (one goal, three assists) on Oct. 20 at Toronto.
Williams has appeared in 296 career NHL games with
Chicago and Detroit, recording 158 points (66 goals,
92 assists).

•  •  •  • 

A late-round steal in the 2003
Entry Draft, D Tobias En-
strom was selected by the
Thrashers in the eighth round
and 239th overall after cap-
turing the 2002-03 Swedish
League’s Rookie of the Year
award with MoDo. In 2007-08,
Enstrom led all NHL rook-
ies in average ice time per
game (24:28) and power-
play ice time (5:44), and

topped all rookie defensemen in scoring with 38
points (five goals, 33 assists) in 82 games. He estab-
lished a single-season franchise record for assists by a
defenseman and tied the franchise mark for points by a
blueliner.
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WHO’S THE STORY

D Zdeno Chara, 31, again
provided the Bruins with
major minutes on the blue-
line in 2007-08, ranking third
among NHL players in aver-
age ice time per game
(26:50) behind Florida’s Jay
Bouwmeester (27:28) and
Tampa Bay’s Dan Boyle
(27:24). Chara brought an
added offensive dimension to
his game, setting career highs

for goals (17), assists (34) and points (51) in a season.
He led the Bruins and ranked eighth in the League
overall with 223 hits and improved his plus-minus rat-
ing from -21 in 2006-07 to a team-high +14.

The Bruins captain was voted by fans to start the 2008
NHL All-Star Game in Atlanta, his first career starting
selection. Chara won the Hardest Shot competition on
All-Star Saturday for the second consecutive year with
a 103.1 mph blast, the second-hardest recorded in the
competition’s history behind Al Iafrate’s 105.2 mph
shot in 1993.

C Patrice Bergeron, 23,
missed the final 72 games of
the 2007-08 season with a
concussion suffered Oct. 27
vs. Philadelphia. The 45th
overall selection in the 2003
Entry Draft made the Bruins
as an 18-year-old out of his
first training camp and, as the
NHL’s youngest player that
season, was a strong candidate
for the Calder Trophy as the
league’s top rookie before a February shoulder injury
sidelined him for 11 games.

In 2006-07, Bergeron ranked second on the club in
scoring with 22 goals and a career-high 48 assists for
70 points. He led the club in power-play goals (14) and
game-winners (six). In 2005-06, he became the
youngest player in franchise history to record a 30-
goal season when he tallied a career-high 31, eclipsing
Barry Pederson’s 1981-82 mark.

•  •  •  • 

C Marc Savard, 31, led the
Bruins in scoring for the sec-
ond consecutive season in
2007-08, tallying 78 points
(15 goals, 63 assists) in 74
games. He posted the longest
assist streak of the season (12
games, Nov. 10 - Dec. 6) and
ranked third in the League in
assists. Savard has registered
206 assists over the past three
seasons; the only NHL player
with more is San Jose’s Joe Thornton (255).
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BOSTON  

BRUINS
KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
May 13: Re-signed RW Chuck Kobasew.
May 20: Re-signed D Aaron Ward.
June 24: Re-signed D Mark Stuart.
July 1: Signed RW Michael Ryder and RW Blake

Wheeler.
July 2: Re-signed C Petteri Nokelainen.
July 23: Re-signed D Dennis Wideman.
Sept. 3: Signed C Stephane Yelle.



Savard appeared in the Stanley Cup playoffs for the
first time in 2007-08, his 10th NHL season. Savard’s
wait of 659 regular-season games was the longest in
League history, surpassing Dennis Maruk (581 games;
1983), Bob Stewart (575; 1980) and Scott Walker
(574; 2004). Savard’s first playoff goal came at 9:25 
of overtime in Game 3 of the Eastern Conference QF
against Montreal. He is the fifth Bruin in franchise
history to score his first career playoff goal in 
overtime.

MOST ASSISTS, PAST THREE SEASONS
1. Joe Thornton 255
2. Marc Savard 206
3. Sidney Crosby 195
4. Henrik Sedin 189
5. Pavel Datsyuk 185

•  •  •  • 

G Tim Thomas, 34, back-
stopped the Bruins to their
first Stanley Cup playoff
berth since 2003-04. He
ranked fourth among NHL
goaltenders with a .921 save
percentage and posted a 28-
19-6 record with a 2.44
goals-against average in 57
games. He faced 30 or more
shots in 28 games – includ-
ing a season-high 52 against

Montreal on Nov. 17 – and posted a 17-8-3 mark with
a 2.26 goals-against average, .936 save percentage and
two shutouts in those contests. He faced 40+ shots on
five occasions.

Thomas went 5-2-2 in his last nine starts and was 10-
5-3 in his last 18 decisions to get the Bruins in the
playoffs. He allowed two goals or fewer in 34 of his 51
complete games on the season and allowed just one
goal or less 19 times (17-1-1).

Thomas took an unconventional path to the NHL. Se-
lected by the Quebec Nordiques with the 217th overall
selection in the 1994 Entry Draft, Thomas enjoyed
four standout seasons at the University of Vermont be-
fore embarking on stints in the International Hockey
League, American Hockey League, East Coast Hockey

League, Finland and Sweden. He was signed as a free
agent by Boston in August, 2002 and made his NHL
debut in 2002-03 at the age of 28.

•  •  •  • 

RW Michael Ryder, 28, joins
the Bruins from Montreal,
where he spent his first four
NHL seasons. He tallied at
least 25 goals in each of his
first three NHL campaigns,
scoring 25 as a rookie in
2003-04 and 30 in both 2005-
06 and 2006-07. Ryder also
tallied at least 10 power-play
goals in each of his first three
seasons, becoming the first
Montreal player and 15th player in NHL history to ac-
complish the feat. Forty-six of his career 99 goals have
come with the man advantage, including a career-best
18 in 2005-2006. Last season, Ryder tallied 14-17–31
totals in 70 games for the Canadiens.

Ryder excelled under Bruins head coach Claude Julien
for six seasons in major junior hockey and the NHL.
He played for Julien as a member of the Hull
Olympiques (QMJHL, 1997-98 through 1999-00),
Hamilton Bulldogs (AHL, 2002-03) and the Canadiens
(2003-04 and 2005-06).

“Last year was a tough year for him and he prob-
ably didn’t quite ‘fit’ as he did in the past. This is
an opportunity to come to a team that will defi-
nitely use his type of player to its advantage. He
is good down low, strong on the puck and has a
great release and a good shot. He is capable of
being physical and I think our style of play fits
him to a ‘T’.”

- Bruins head coach Claude Julien, 
Aug. 20, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

2008-09 Team Preview • Eastern Conference

6



C Phil Kessel, who turns 21
on Oct. 2, improved on his 11-
goal rookie campaign in 2006-
07 by notching 19, which
ranked third on the Bruins last
season. One of three Bruins to
appear in all 82 games, Kessel
led all NHL players with five
game-deciding shootout goals.
Each of Kessel’s nine career
shootout goals has been the
game-winner.

The 6-0, 193 lb. native of Madison, Wisconsin is a
product of USA Hockey’s National Team Develop-
ment Program and in 2004-05 he became its all-time
leader in career goals (104) and points (180).

•  •  •  • 

Free agent LW Blake
Wheeler, 22, is foregoing his
senior season at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota to launch
his pro hockey career. The
6'5", 215 lb. Robbinsdale,
Minnesota native spent the
past three seasons with the
Golden Gophers, leading the
team in scoring in 2007-08
with 35 points (15 goals, 20
assists) in 44 games and

earning a third team All-WCHA selection. As a fresh-
man, Wheeler recorded 9-14–23 skating alongside fel-
low Bruin Phil Kessel. Originally drafted in the first
round (fifth overall) by the Phoenix Coyotes in the
2004 Entry Draft, he did not sign with the Coyotes and
became an unrestricted free agent. Wheeler leaves the
Gophers with career 42-54–96 totals in 127 games.

“The biggest thing I need to work on is playing a
big, physical type of game. In college, I played
center on the big rink [Olympic-sized Mariucci
Arena at the University of Minnesota]. By shifting
back to wing, hopefully that will give me a little
more space to play a big man’s game - try and
create turnovers and be an effective forechecker
like somebody my size is supposed to do.”

- Blake Wheeler, to the Boston Globe, July 2, 2008.

D Dennis Wideman posted a
number of career-high totals in
2007-08, recording career
bests in games played (81),
goals (13), assists (23), points
(36) and plus/minus (+11).
With 36 points, he was the
team’s second-highest scoring
defenseman behind Zdeno
Chara and sixth overall on the
team. His nine power-play
goals tied for second on the
club, trailing Marco Sturm’s 10.

The 25-year-old Kitchener, Ontario native was selected
241st overall by the Buffalo Sabres in the 2002 Entry
Draft. He signed with the St. Louis Blues as a free
agent in June, 2004 and made his NHL debut with the
team in November, 2005. The Bruins acquired Wide-
man in exchange for forward Brad Boyes in February,
2007.

“(Wideman) can put in minutes, he can compete,
he can put up points, and he can be effective on
the power play. But most importantly, by far, is the
fact that he is able to spot the first pass (out of the
zone), make that pass and contribute to the flow
going the other way.”

- Bruins GM Peter Chiarelli, July 24, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

C Stephane Yelle, 34, joins
the Bruins for his 13th NHL
season after spending the
past five seasons with the
Calgary Flames. Yelle is a
veteran of 844 regular-season
and 154 Stanley Cup Playoff
games and has played on two
Stanley Cup winners, with
the Colorado Avalanche in
1996 and 2001. Known for
his effectiveness taking face-

offs and killing penalties, Yelle has missed the playoffs
just once in his 12-year NHL career.

•  •  •  • 
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LW Milan Lucic, 20, has en-
joyed an eventful past year
and a half. In June 2007,
Lucic was voted MVP of the
2007 Memorial Cup as his
Vancouver Giants captured
the title; captained Team
Canada in the eight-game
Summit Series, a match-up
of top Canadian and Russian
junior players last Septem-
ber; made the Bruins roster

later that month as a 19-year-old despite retaining jun-
ior eligibility; and was named to the NHL YoungStars
Game during All-Star Weekend in Atlanta last January.
The 6'4", 220-lb. Vancouver native finished his rookie
NHL season with 27 points (eight goals, 19 assists) in
77 games.

“I guess you could say that my style of play kind
of fits the bill for a Boston Bruin. It’s probably the
best place I could have come out of all 30 teams
... Just look up at the rafters at all the guys who've
gotten their numbers retired. It’s all guys who
played hard-nosed hockey, in-your-face hockey.
It’s a very successful style, and I think an enter-
taining style.”

- Milan Lucic, to the Boston Herald, 
March 28, 2008.

“He’s looking huge as ever. Hopefully he can be a
monster like was last year. Some of the other guys
at [Bruins forward Chuck Kobasew’s charity golf
tournament] who didn’t see him play the first year
commented, ‘Geez, this kid’s huge.’ He was the
new kid on the block. Not many guys saw him out
west.”

- Bruins D Andrew Ference, to the 
Boston Globe, Aug. 28, 2008.

2008-09 Team Preview • Eastern Conference

8



WHO’S THE STORY

Head coach Lindy Ruff en-
ters his 11th season behind
the Sabres bench. Hired in
July, 1997, Ruff holds the
longest current tenure among
NHL head coaches. A former
captain of the Sabres, Ruff
(397-302-121) is the win-
ningest coach in Sabres his-
tory. The team of Ruff and
Sabres GM Darcy Regier is
the longest-tenured

GM/head coach tandem among the four major pro-
fessional team sports.

Ruff reached an NHL milestone by coaching in his
750th NHL game Nov. 2 against Florida. He became
the 31st coach to reach the 750-game milestone and
the ninth to have done so with his original club.

LONGEST CURRENT TENURE, 
NHL HEAD COACHES

# Coach Season Date of Hire Games

1. Lindy Ruff, Buffalo 11th July 21/97 820
2. Barry Trotz, Nashville 10th Aug. 6/97 * 738
3. Jacques Lemaire, Minnesota 8th June 19/00 574

Craig MacTavish, Edmonton 8th June 22/00 574
5. Dave Tippett, Dallas 6th May 16/02 410
* hired one year prior to Predators’ debut

•  •  •  • 

LW Thomas Vanek, 24, led all
Sabres goal scorers for the sec-
ond consecutive season with
36, led the NHL with four hat
tricks, ranked second in the
NHL in power-play goals with
19 and led the Sabres in game-
winning goals (nine). Vanek
tallied two 'natural hat tricks’
against the Tampa Bay Light-

ning, the first coming in a 4-3 comeback victory Feb.
20 that started in the third period and was capped by
an overtime goal.

In 2006-07, just his second NHL season, Vanek scored
a team-leading 43 goals and led the NHL in plus-
minus with a +47 rating. Vanek became the first '40-
40' player since Colorado’s Milan Hejduk in 2002-03
(50 goals, +52). The Vienna, Austria native and former
University of Minnesota star tallied the most goals by
a Sabre since Alexander Mogilny’s team-record 76 in
1992-93. His total of 84 points (43-41–84 in 82 games)
was 36 more than that of his rookie campaign (25-23–
48 in 81 games).

•  •  •  • 
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KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
May 6: Signed 2005 5th-round pick (142nd overall)

and 2008 Hobey Baker Award finalist C Nathan
Gerbe.

June 30: Re-signed C Paul Gaustad.
July 1: Signed G Patrick Lalime.
July 4: Acquired D Craig Rivet and a 7th-round pick

in 2010 from San Jose for 2nd-round picks in 2009
and 2010.

July 16: Re-signed LW Daniel Paille, LW Clarke
MacArthur and RW Mark Mancari.

July 18: Re-signed G Ryan Miller.
Aug. 8: Re-signed D Teppo Numminen.

BUFFALO

SABRES



G Ryan Miller, 28, appeared
in a club-record 76 games in
2007-08, including 34 con-
secutive starts from Jan. 24
to April 3. He eclipsed the
single-season franchise mark
for goaltender appearances
(72) that had been shared by
Don Edwards (1977-78), Do-
minik Hasek (1997-98) and
Martin Biron (2001-02).
Miller posted a 36-27-10

record with a 2.64 goals-against average, .906 save
percentage and a career-high three shutouts.

In 2006-07, Miller became the first goaltender in
Sabres history to record 40 victories in a season, going
40-16-6 with a 2.73 goals-against average, .911 save
percentage and two shutouts in 63 appearances. In just
three full NHL seasons, Miller has compiled a 112-68-
20 record with a 2.69 goals against average. His 112
victories already are sixth on the Sabres’ all-time list.

“A lot goalies don’t come into their own until mid-
30’s but we feel Ryan has already played and
achieved so much in his time here. The growth he
experienced playing 76 games last season really
took its toll. Most goalies his age aren’t logging
that type of ice time and it was a learning stage.
Now we just need to give him good support.”

- Sabres GM Darcy Regier, July 21, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

RW Jason Pominville, 25,
was voted a Lady Byng Tro-
phy finalist in 2007-08, his
third season in the NHL. He
placed near the top of the
NHL scoring charts after the
All-Star break, notching 42
points over his final 33 con-
tests; only Pittsburgh’s
Evgeni Malkin (49), Wash-
ington’s Alex Ovechkin (47)
and Sabres linemate Derek

Roy (44) tallied more. Pominville finished the season
with a career-high 80 points (27 goals, 53 assists) in 82
games and led the Sabres in assists and plus-minus

(+16). Underlining his strong two-way game, Pom-
inville tallied 25 of his 27 goals at even strength (24)
or shorthanded (one).

•  •  •  • 

The Sabres strengthened their
blue line with the off-season
trade acquisition of D Craig
Rivet, who turned 34 on Sept.
13. Rivet will be returning to
familiar territory, having spent
parts of 12 seasons with the
Sabres’ division rival Mon-
treal Canadiens before a trade
to San Jose in 2006-07. Rivet
appeared in 74 games with the
Sharks last season, recording
35 points (five goals, 30 assists). The assist and point
totals were single-season career highs. The North Bay,
Ontario native has appeared in 744 NHL games and
has collected 194 points on 45 goals and 149 assists.

•  •  •  • 

No NHL scorer was hotter
late in the 2007-08 regular
season than C Derek Roy,
who finished the campaign
with the League’s longest
consecutive-game point
streak, 12 games (5-15–20).
Roy picked up at least one
point in 29 of his last 37 con-
tests and ranked third in the
NHL behind Washington’s
Alex Ovechkin and Pitts-

burgh’s Evgeni Malkin in scoring after the All-Star
break. The 25-year-old Ottawa native led the Sabres in
scoring with 81 points (32 goals, 49 assists) in 78
games, setting single-season career highs in goals, as-
sists and points.

•  •  •  • 
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D Teppo Numminen, 40,
played 16:03 in Buffalo’s
regular-season finale against
Boston in 2007-08 after
missing the first 81 games of
the season recovering from
heart surgery that took place
on Sept. 20, 2007 at the
Cleveland Clinic. Nummi-
nen has played the most
NHL games of any Euro-
pean-trained player. The

Tampere, Finland native has appeared in 1,315 games
over 19 seasons with Winnipeg/Phoenix, Dallas and
Buffalo, recording 620 points (115 goals, 505 assists).
In 2006-07, Numminen’s second season in Buffalo, he
registered 29 points (two goals, 27 assists) and a +17
rating in 79 games. He added four assists in 16 playoff
games and shared the League lead in plus-minus (+10)
with Anaheim’s Chris Pronger and Samuel Pahlsson.

•  •  •  • 

Playing in his first full NHL
season, RW Drew Stafford
ranked second on the Sabres
with five game-winning
goals and was seventh in
points (16-22–38) despite
missing 18 games due to in-
jury. The 22-year-old Mil-
waukee native was Buffalo’s
first choice, 13th overall, at
the 2004 Entry Draft, cap-
tured a gold medal with the

U.S. at the 2004 World Junior Championship and led
the University of North Dakota in scoring in 2005-06.
Stafford tallied 204 points in two seasons with Min-
nesota high school power Shattuck-St. Mary’s, where
his teammates included New Jersey’s Zach Parise in
2001-02 and Pittsburgh’s Sidney Crosby in 2002-03.

•  •  •  • 

C Paul Gaustad, 26, enters
his fourth NHL season, all
with Buffalo. The 6-4, 229-lb.
Fargo, N.D. native set career
highs in games (82), goals
(10), assists (26) and points
(36) for the Sabres in 2007-08.
A late-round selection by the
Sabres in the 2000 Entry Draft
(220th overall), Gaustad
played three seasons at AHL
Rochester before earning a
spot on the Sabres’ roster in 2005-06.
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WHO’S THE STORY

6-4, 205 lb. C Eric Staal, 23,
was at the top of most offen-
sive categories for the Hurri-
canes in 2007-08. He led the
club in goals (38), assists (44),
points (82), power-play goals
(14), game-winning goals
(seven) and shots (310).

Staal appeared in all 82 games
for the third consecutive sea-
son and extended his consecu-

tive games played streak to 254, the longest since the
team’s relocation to North Carolina in 1997 and the sec-
ond-longest in franchise history. Staal has missed just
one game in four NHL seasons, appearing in 327 of 328
contests.

Staal tallied a team-leading three points (two goals, one
assist) to earn MVP honors as the Eastern Conference

defeated the Western Conference 8-7 in the 56th NHL
All-Star Game in Atlanta, Jan. 27. Staal’s first goal
opened the scoring for the East, tying the game 1-1 at
1:20 of the first period; his second goal tied the game 
7-7 at 12:35 of the third period and he earned an assist
on Marc Savard’s game-winning goal at 19:39.

During Carolina’s Stanley Cup run in 2006, Staal be-
came the second-youngest playoff scoring leader in the
League’s modern era with 28 points (nine goals, 19 
assists) in 25 games. The only one younger than Staal
(21 years, eight months) was Detroit’s Gordie Howe 
in 1949 (21 years, 16 days).

He’s a true superstar in this league. He’s a young
superstar. To me, he’s in the same league as [Alex]
Ovechkin and [Sidney] Crosby. He does it all. He’s
not a one-dimensional player. You build a team
around a guy like that.”

- Hurricanes LW Sergei Samsonov, to the 
Raleigh News & Observer, Mar. 19, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

G Cam Ward, 24, estab-
lished career bests in games
played (69), minutes (3,930),
wins (37), goals-against av-
erage (2.75), save percentage
(.904) and shutouts (four) in
2007-08, his third NHL sea-
son. He started a career-high
20 consecutive games to
conclude the campaign, post-
ing a 13-5-2 record in that
span.

Ward turned in one of the finest rookie goaltending per-
formances in League playoff history as a 22-year-old
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CAROLINA

HURRICANES
KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
April 16: Re-signed RW Sergei Samsonov.
June 4: Re-signed RW Patrick Eaves.
June 11: Re-signed G Michael Leighton.
June 19: Re-signed D Tim Gleason.
June 24: Re-signed C Tuomo Ruutu.
July 1: Re-signed D Anton Babchuk.
July 1: Acquired D Joni Pitkanen from Edmonton for

LW Erik Cole.
July 2: Signed D Josef Melichar.
July 7: Re-signed D Dennis Seidenberg.
July 9: Re-signed C Chad LaRose.
Sept 11: Re-signed C Eric Staal.



during the Hurricanes’ 2006 championship run. He fin-
ished the 2006 playoffs with a 15-8 record, 2.14 goals-
against average, .920 save percentage and two shutouts
as the Hurricanes captured the Stanley Cup. Ward be-
came just the fourth rookie to capture the Conn
Smythe Trophy, joining goaltenders Ken Dryden
(Montreal, 1971), Patrick Roy (Montreal, 1986) and
Ron Hextall (Philadelphia, 1987). 

•  •  •  • 

The Hurricanes lost their in-
spirational captain when C
Rod Brind’Amour, 38, suf-
fered a torn ACL on his first
shift of Carolina’s game
against Pittsburgh Feb. 14.
He underwent reconstructive
surgery on his left knee
Feb.15 and missed the final
22 games of the regular sea-
son. At the time of the injury,
Brind'Amour had recorded

51 points (19 goals, 32 assists) in 59 games. He led the
NHL in face-offs won (851) and face-offs taken
(1,460) and ranked third in face-off percentage
(58.3%).

Brind'Amour played an average of 22:27 per game,
fifth among NHL forwards behind Tampa Bay’s Mar-
tin St. Louis (24:17), Dallas’ Brad Richards (23:27),
Washington’s Alex Ovechkin (23:06) and Tampa Bay’s
Vincent Lecavalier (22:57).

“Rod looks like his old typical self. Nothing’s re-
ally changed with him. He looks really good, re-
ally fluid out there on the ice. You wouldn’t think
that he’s had a bad knee injury.”

- Hurricanes G Cam Ward, Aug. 27, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

LW Ray Whitney continued
his prolific offensive produc-
tion in his 16th NHL season,
ranking second on the Hurri-
canes in goals (25), assists
(36) and points (61) in 66
games. His 10-game point
streak from Oct. 22 - Nov. 4
was the longest of his career.
The 36-year-old Ft.
Saskatchewan, Alb. native has
tallied 734 points (279 goals,
455 assists) in 910 career games with San Jose, Ed-
monton, Florida, Columbus, Detroit and Carolina.

•  •  •  • 

D Joe Corvo, 31, tallied 21
points (seven goals, 14 as-
sists) in 23 games with the
Hurricanes after joining the
club from Ottawa in a Feb.
11 trade. Five of his seven
goals came on the power
play and two were game-
winners. Corvo established
single-season highs in assists
(35) and points (48) in 74
games with the Senators and

Hurricanes and ranked 13th among NHL defensemen
in plus/minus with a +17 rating.

•  •  •  • 

LW Sergei Samsonov, 29,
was a valuable mid-season
waiver acquisition in 2007-08,
scoring 32 points (14 goals, 18
assists) and a +6 rating in 38
games with the Hurricanes.
Samsonov ranked second to
Eric Staal on the club in scor-
ing after his arrival and had
points 10 of Carolina’s last 15
games (5-9–14). Samsonov
had recorded four assists in 23
games with Chicago before he was claimed on waivers
by Carolina on Jan. 8.
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Entering his 11th NHL season, Samsonov has regis-
tered 454 points (192 goals, 262 assists) in 657 career
regular-season games with Boston, Edmonton, Mon-
treal, Chicago and Carolina.

“It was nice to establish myself again, and I was
glad to get that opportunity with a good organiza-
tion and good group of guys. I wanted to stay
here, and I'm glad the feeling was mutual.”

- Sergei Samsonov, to the 
Raleigh News & Observer, April 17, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

RW Justin Williams’ 2007-
08 campaign was derailed by
a knee injury suffered at
Florida Dec. 20. He had
notched 30 points (nine
goals, 21 assists) in 36 games
prior to the injury. After un-
dergoing successful recon-
structive surgery Dec. 26,
Williams returned to the
lineup and made a brief ap-
pearance during Carolina’s

crucial late-season game at Washington Apr. 1.

Williams had enjoyed productive seasons in his two
prior years, setting a career high in points during the
Hurricanes’ Stanley Cup season in 2005-06 (31-45–76)
and posting a career-high 33 goals in 2006-07.

•  •  •  • 

D Joni Pitkanen, who turns
25 Sept. 19, was obtained
from Edmonton to add an of-
fensive dimension to the Hur-
ricanes’ blueline. Pitkanen
scored 26 points (eight goals,
18 assists) in 63 games in
2007-08 to rank second
among Oilers defensemen in
scoring. The Oulu, Finland,
native averaged 24:07 in ice
time per game last season,
ranking him second among Oilers skaters, and 22nd
among all NHL defensemen.
Pitkanen has played in 269 career NHL regular-season
games with Philadelphia and Edmonton, recording 142
points (33 goals, 109 assists) – 64 of which have come
on the power play (12-52–64). The Flyers selected
Pitkanen in the first round, fourth overall, in the 2002
Entry Draft.

•  •  •  • 

SAVE THE DATE

FEBRUARY 17, 2009
The Hurricanes will honor
longtime defenseman Glen
Wesley prior to and during
its game on Tuesday, Feb. 17
against the Boston Bruins.
The team will formally retire
Wesley’s No. 2 jersey during
a pre-game ceremony and
will honor the Hurricanes’
all-time games-played leader
throughout the evening.

•  •  •  • 
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The Hurricanes reached beyond the NHL to strengthen
their blueline in the off-season by adding former NHL
Ds Anton Babchuk and Josef Melichar from the
Russian and Swedish leagues, respectively.

Babchuk, 24, spent the 2007-
08 season with Avangard
Omsk of the Russian Su-
perliga. He led all Omsk de-
fensemen and ranked tied for
fifth among league defense-
men in scoring with 26 points
(nine goals, 17 assists) in 57
games. Acquired by Carolina
from Chicago during the
2005-06 season in exchange
for Danny Richmond,
Babchuk (6’5”, 212 lbs.) has notched seven goals, 19
assists (26 points) in 96 career NHL games with the
Blackhawks and Hurricanes.

Melichar, 29, played in 310
NHL games with the Pitts-
burgh Penguins from 2000-
01 to 2006-07 and spent the
majority of 2007-08 with
Linkoping of the Swedish
Elite League. The Ceske
Budejovice, Czech Republic,
native posted an NHL career-
best 15 points (3 goals, 12
assists) in 72 games with
Pittsburgh in 2005-06.

•  •  •  • 

C Brandon Sutter, 19, heads
to Carolina’s training camp
with dreams of adding a new
generation to the Sutter family
legacy in the NHL. Sutter
completed his third full season
of major junior hockey in
2007-08, leading WHL Red
Deer in goals (26) and points
(49) despite playing in just 59
of the Rebels’ 72 regular-sea-
son games. Signed to a pro contract by the Hurricanes
at the conclusion of his junior season, Sutter was as-
signed to AHL Albany and had one goal and one assist
in seven regular-season games with the River Rats.

The Hurricanes’ first-round pick, 11th overall, in the
2007 Entry Draft, Sutter represented Team Canada in
the eight-game Canada-Russia Super Series last Sep-
tember and won a gold medal with Canada at the 2008
IIHF World Junior Championships.

Sutter is vying to become the seventh member of his
family to play in the NHL, joining his father (New Jer-
sey Devils head coach) Brent and uncles Brian, Darryl,
Duane, Rich and Ron.
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WHO’S THE STORY

New head coach Peter De-
Boer, 40, guided the Kitch-
ener Rangers of the Ontario
Hockey League to a 53-11-0-
4 mark last season, claiming
the OHL Championship, be-
fore falling to the Spokane
Chiefs in the Memorial Cup
final.

During his seven year tenure
with Kitchener, DeBoer

earned 297 wins, posted a .676 winning percentage
and guided his club to the 2003 Memorial Cup title.
This past season, DeBoer earned his 500th OHL vic-
tory, joining only five other OHL coaches to reach this
milestone. He has coached a number of current NHL
players over his career in junior hockey, including Pan-
thers C Stephen Weiss (Plymouth) and LW Gregory
Campbell (Kitchener).

The Dunnville, Ontario native has amassed 539 OHL
wins while coaching the Detroit Whalers (1995-97),
Plymouth Whalers (1997-2001) and the Kitchener
Rangers (2001-08), earning OHL Coach of the Year
honors in 1999 and 2000. DeBoer also was named the
2000 Canadian Hockey League Coach of the Year. He
was also a member of the coaching staff on Team
Canada’s 2005 Gold Medal junior team.

DeBoer, a 12th-round selection of the Toronto Maple
Leafs in 1988, played two seasons professionally with
the Milwaukee Admirals (IHL). He also holds a law
degree from the University of Windsor/University of
Detroit.

“I wasn’t the best player in my small town, wasn’t
the best player on my junior team, and I wasn’t
good enough to play in the NHL. I've spent 12
years in the junior Canadian league riding the
bus, staying in bad hotels trying to get the oppor-
tunity to coach in the NHL. My excitement level is
very high, and I'm hopeful that’s contagious with
the players and our fans in Florida.”

- Peter DeBoer, to the Miami Herald, 
July 20, 2008.

“Fans are going to find that he plays an exciting
brand of hockey. He doesn’t coach to put the fans
to sleep, and unfortunately, a lot of coaches do
that these days. It’s coaching not to lose, and
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KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
May 5: Re-signed RW Wade Belak and C Kamil

Kreps.
May 8: Signed 2007 1st-round pick (10th overall), D

Keaton Ellerby.
May 16: Re-signed GM Jacques Martin.
May 28: Signed 2006 1st-round pick (10th overall), C

Michael Frolik.
June 13: Named Peter DeBoer head coach.
June 20: Acquired D Keith Ballard, D Nick Boynton

and a 2nd-round pick in 2008 from Phoenix for C
Olli Jokinen.

June 26: Re-signed C Gregory Campbell.
June 30: Re-signed LW Rostislav Olesz.
July 1: Signed LW Cory Stillman.
July 9: Re-signed RW Anthony Stewart.
July 9: Named Jim Hulton assistant coach.
July 28: Re-signed D Jay Bouwmeester.
Sept. 2: Acquired D Bryan McCabe and Toronto’s

4th-round pick in the 2010 Entry Draft from
Toronto for D Mike Van Ryn.

FLORIDA

PANTHERS



that’s not Pete’s style. He coaches a high-tempo
style. Before long, Pete’s going to have a team of
skaters, a ton of speed on the ice.”

- Kitchener Rangers CEO Steve Bienkowski, 
to the Miami Herald, July 20, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

G Tomas Vokoun, 32, tied a
career high by appearing in 69
games for the Panthers in his
first season in Florida, posting
a 30-29-8 record with a 2.68
goals-against average and .919
save percentage. It marked his
fifth consecutive 25-win sea-
son. Vokoun also recorded
four shutouts, one shy of his
single-season career high set
in 2006-07 with Nashville.
Vokoun led all NHL goaltenders in shots faced with
2,903 – an average of 33 per 60 minutes played – and
in saves with 2,033. He made 40+ saves 10 times, in-
cluding consecutive nights at Detroit on Dec. 15 
(41 saves) and at Chicago Dec. 16 (44 saves), 
helping the Panthers post a 10-5-3 mark when 
allowing 40 shots or more. 

“I indicated last year we would improve our goaltend-
ing. I think there’s been no regrets there.”

- Panthers GM Jacques Martin, 
June 20, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

No NHL player received
more ice time in 2007-08
than D Jay Bouwmeester,
24, who ranked first in the
League with an average of
27:28 on ice per game and
appeared in all 82 games for
the third consecutive season.
Bouwmeester extended his
consecutive game streak to
260, the fourth-longest active
streak in the NHL behind

Andrew Brunette of Minnesota (453), Olli Jokinen of
Phoenix (376) and Paul Kariya of St. Louis (290).

The 6-4, 215 lb. Edmonton native recorded a career-
high 15 goals in 2007-08 and represented Canada at
the 2008 World Championships in Halifax/Quebec
City.

''We have a player who was a third overall pick, a
kid who is a winner, a competitor. He wants to get
into the playoffs, win a championship. We feel
with him signed now, we can use this year to show
where we’re going.”

- Panthers GM Jacques Martin, to the Miami
Herald, July 29, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

RW Nathan Horton, 23,
posted single-season career
highs in power-play goals
(nine), assists (35) and aver-
age time on ice (18:44), and
matched his career best in
points (62) and plus-minus
(+15) in 2007-08, his fourth
NHL season. The Panthers’
first-round pick and third
player selected in the 2003
Entry Draft, Horton has tallied
100 career goals in just 290 regular-season games.

•  •  •  • 

After scoring three goals in
48 games as a rookie in
2006-07, LW David Booth,
23, ranked third on the Pan-
thers with 22 in 2007-08. All
but two of his goals came at
even strength. The Detroit
native also led the club in
game-winning goals (six),
placed second in shots on
goal (228) and was fourth in
plus-minus (+13).

•  •  •  • 
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The Panthers welcome defensemen Keith Ballard and
Nick Boynton to their blueline, obtained in the draft-
day trade with the Phoenix Coyotes:

Ballard, 25, registered 27
points (five goals, 22 assists)
in 69 games in 2007-08, his
third NHL campaign. The
Baudette, Minn. native led the
Coyotes in hits (169) and
blocked shots (162) and
ranked fourth on the club in
average ice time per game
(21:15). Prior to joining the
professional ranks, Ballard
played three seasons at the
University of Minnesota, where he captured back-to-
back NCAA titles in 2002 and 2003 and was a finalist
for the Hobey Baker Award in 2004.

“I try to do a little bit of everything. I like to be physi-
cal, jump into the play. I'll block shots. If I have to, I'll
fight – although I rarely win. The biggest thing for me
is, I do what I think it takes to help the team win. Some
nights you have to be offensive; other nights you have
to be more physical. I just try to adjust as the game
goes on. You figure those things out.”

- Keith Ballard, to the Miami Herald, 
June 26, 2008.

Boynton, 29, is a veteran of
437 career regular-season
games over eight seasons
with Boston and Phoenix. He
earned NHL All-Rookie hon-
ors in 2002 and played in the
NHL All-Star Game in 2004.
The Nobleton, Ontario native
tallied 12 points (three goals,
nine assists) in 79 games
with the Coyotes in 2007-08.

•  •  •  • 

The Panthers have comple-
mented their young scoring
talent with the signing of vet-
eran LW Cory Stillman, 34,
who has recorded 602 points
(234 goals, 368 assists) in 839
NHL games with Calgary, St.
Louis, Tampa Bay, Carolina
and Ottawa. A member of the
Stanley Cup-champion Tampa
Bay Lightning in 2004 and
Carolina Hurricanes in 2006,
Stillman ranked second in the NHL in playoff scoring
in 2006 with 26 points (9-17–26) and was the first
player in a decade to win the Stanley Cup with differ-
ent clubs in consecutive seasons (Claude Lemieux,
with New Jersey in 1995 and Colorado in 1996).

•  •  •  • 

The Panthers have high hopes that a pair of top
prospects who put up big numbers in Canadian major
junior hockey, C Shawn Matthias and C Michael
Frolik, can add offensive punch to their lineup.

Matthias, 20, tallied 79 points
(32 goals, 47 assists) in 53
games with the OHL
Belleville Bulls and scored
two goals in a four-game
emergency call-up for the Pan-
thers in mid-season. The 6-3,
211 lb. Mississauga, Ont. na-
tive was a Detroit Red Wings’
2nd-round pick in the 2006
Entry Draft and was acquired
by the Panthers in a trade
deadline deal in February, 2007.

Frolik, 20, notched 65 points
(24 goals, 41 assists) in 45
games with the QMJHL Ri-
mouski Oceanic. The
Kladno, Czech Republic na-
tive was the Panthers’ first
choice, 10th overall, in the
2006 Entry Draft.

•  •  •  • 
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D Bryan McCabe, 33,
brings 917 NHL games of
experience to the Panthers
blueline. McCabe has tallied
418 career points (115 goals,
303 assists) over 12 seasons
with the New York Islanders
(1995-98), Vancouver,
(1998-99), Chicago (1999-
00) and Toronto (2000-08).
He has recorded at least 20
points each season, including

three consecutive seasons of 50 points or more from
2003-04 through 2006-07.

The St. Catharines, Ont. native was named to the NHL
Second All-Star Team and placed fourth in Norris Tro-
phy voting in 2003-04 after tallying 16-37–53 and a
+22 rating in 75 games and posted career highs in
goals (19), assists (49), points (68), power-play goals
(13), power-play assists (32) and power-play points
(45) in 2005-06.
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WHO’S THE STORY

G Carey Price, 21, posted a
24-12-3 record, 2.56 goals-
against average and .920
save percentage in 41 regu-
lar-season appearances with
the Canadiens in his rookie
season. His solid play was a
factor in the decision by
Canadiens management to
send veteran Cristobal Huet
to the Washington Capitals at
the Feb. 26 trade deadline.

Price responded to the challenge by registering a 12-3-
0 record with a 2.12 goals-against average, .936 save
percentage and two shutouts in 15 games following the

trade deadline, capturing the League’s Rookie of the
Month Award for March and becoming the first goal-
tender aged 20 or less to win 20 games in a season
since Tom Barrasso and Patrick Roy did it in 1985-86.
Price went on to post a 5-6 record with a 2.78 goals-
against average and two shutouts in 11 playoff games
and was named to the League’s All-Rookie Team.

In 2006-07, Price led Canada to the gold medal at the
2007 World Junior Championships, at which he was
named tournament MVP. He also was named the top
goaltender in Canadian major junior hockey, captured
the Calder Cup championship with the Canadiens’ AHL
affiliate in Hamilton and was voted AHL playoff MVP.

•  •  •  • 

In his second NHL season be-
hind the bench, head coach
Guy Carbonneau guided the
Canadiens (47-25-10, 104
points) to their first 45-win
and 100-point season in 15
years, first division title in 17
years, first Eastern Confer-
ence title in 19 years and best
road record (25-12-4) in 29
years. The Canadiens were the
NHL’s highest-scoring club in
2007-08 with 262 goals and boasted the League’s top-
ranked power-play (90 for 372, 24.2%). Montreal went
25-9 following a loss and did not lose more than three
consecutive games all season. Carbonneau finished
runner-up to Washington’s Bruce Boudreau for the
Jack Adams Award as the NHL’s outstanding coach.

•  •  •  • 
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KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
June 9: Re-signed C Maxim Lapierre.
June 20: Acquired LW Alex Tanguay and a 5th-

round pick in 2008 from Calgary for a 1st-round
pick in 2008 and 2nd-round pick in 2009.

July 1: Re-signed LW Andrei Kostitsyn.
July 3: Signed RW Georges Laraque and G Marc

Denis.
July 8: Re-signed G Jaroslav Halak.
July 9: Re-signed D Josh Gorges.
July 11: Acquired D Shawn Belle from Minnesota for

C Corey Locke.
July 16: Re-signed D Ryan O'Byrne.
July 17: Signed 2007 1st-round pick (22nd overall),

LW Max Pacioretty.
Sept. 12: Acquired C Robert Lang from Chicago for

a 2nd-round pick in 2010.
Sept. 12: Re-signed D Patrice Brisebois.

MONTREAL

CANADIENS



C Saku Koivu completed his
eighth season as Canadiens
captain in 2007-08, matching
the tenure of franchise greats
Toe Blake (1940-41 to 1947-
48), Butch Bouchard (1948-49
to 1955-56) and Bob Gainey
(1981-82 to 1988-89). Only
Jean Beliveau, who wore the
"C" for 10 seasons from
1961-62 to 1970-71, has
served for a longer duration.

The tenured player on the Canadiens, Koivu has spent
his entire 12-year NHL career in Montreal.

In 2007-08, Koivu ranked fifth on the Canadiens in
scoring with 56 points (16 goals, 40 assists), reaching
the 40-assist and 50-point marks for the fifth consecu-
tive season. Struck by a shot early in the first period of
a game at Buffalo March 28, he remained in the game
with what was later determined to be a broken foot and
earned an assist on Chris Higgins’ game-winning goal
in overtime. He made an inspirational return to the
Canadiens lineup for Game 6 of the Eastern Confer-
ence QF at Boston and tallied nine points (three goals,
six assists) in seven postseason games.

•  •  •  • 

RW Alex Kovalev was one of
the NHL’s biggest comeback
stories of 2007-08, leading the
Canadiens in scoring with 84
points (35 goals, 49 assists) in
82 games – his highest single-
season total since a 95-point
campaign with Pittsburgh in
2000-01 and the Canadiens’
top offensive performance in
over a decade (Pierre Turgeon
and Vincent Damphousse
recorded 96 and 94 points, respectively, in 1995-96).
Kovalev formed the Canadiens’ top offensive trio with
25-year-old Tomas Plekanec and 23-year-old Andrei
Kostitsyn, who ranked second and sixth, respectively,
in team scoring. At the defensive end, Kovalev earned
a spot on the Canadiens’ top penalty-killing unit and
led the team in plus-minus (+18). Linemates Kostitsyn
and Plekanec ranked second and third, respectively
(both +15).

A first-round pick of the New York Rangers in 1991,
with whom he made his League debut in 1992-93 and
captured the Stanley Cup in 1994, Kovalev has tallied
876 points (368 goals, 508 assists) in 1,073 games
with New York, Pittsburgh and Montreal. Last October
he became the fourth Russian-trained player to reach
the 1,000-game milestone, following Sergei Fedorov,
Alexei Zhitnik and Sergei Zubov.

•  •  •  • 

D Andrei Markov had the
finest of his seven seasons
with the Canadiens in 2007-
08. Markov tallied career-
high totals for goals (16) and
points (58) in 82 games and
logged more ice time than
ever before (24:58 per
game).

Markov’s outstanding per-
formance was recognized by

the fans, who voted him to the Eastern Conference’s
starting lineup in All-Star balloting. Only Sidney
Crosby earned more votes than Markov in the East.
Markov joined Sheldon Souray as the only Canadiens
defenseman voted to start an All-Star Game since fan
balloting began in 1986.

•  •  •  • 

D Mike Komisarek took on
an expanded role in his third
full NHL season, setting a ca-
reer high by playing an aver-
age of 21:09 in ice time – an
increase of nearly two minutes
over 2006-07 (19:16). The 26-
year-old Long Island native
and former University of
Michigan All-American be-
came a dominating physical
presence on the Canadiens’
blueline in 2007-08; he led the NHL in blocked shots
with 227 and ranked second in the League in hits 
with 266.
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The Canadiens acquired LW
Alex Tanguay, 28, from the
Calgary Flames in one of the
off-season’s biggest transac-
tions. Tanguay will enter his
ninth NHL season in 2008-
09. Last season, he ranked
fifth on the Flames in scoring
with 58 points (18 goals, 40
assists) and had a +11 rating.
Tanguay has recorded 539
career points (177 goals, 362

assists) in 609 games and boasts the highest career
shooting percentage among active players at 19.4%,
connecting on 177 of 911 shots. In addition, he has
been a ‘plus’ player in each of his eight seasons, post-
ing a cumulative +144 rating.

The Ste-Justine, Quebec native has participated in the
Stanley Cup playoffs in each of his eight NHL seasons,
recording 58 points (19 goals, 39 assists) in 96 games.
In 2001, he capped off a brilliant sophomore season by
tallying a pair of goals in Colorado’s 3-1 victory over
New Jersey in Game 7 of the Stanley Cup Final. Tan-
guay ranked third on the Avalanche in playoff scoring
with 21 points (six goals, 15 assists) in 23 games.

“I couldn’t be happier about coming to Montreal.
With my no-trade clause I could have said no, but
I really want to play for the Canadiens. I know
how strong a team we have and that I won’t have
to be Mario Lemieux or even Guy Lafleur.”

- Alex Tanguay, June 20, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

C Robert Lang, 37, reached
the 50-point mark for the
eighth consecutive season in
2007-08. Acquired from
Chicago on September 12,
2008, he ranked fourth on that
club in scoring with 54 points
(21 goals, 33 assists) in 76
games. In 875 regular-season
games with Los Angeles,
Boston, Pittsburgh, Washing-
ton, Detroit and Chicago,
Lang has recorded 635 points (234 goals, 401 assists).

Brothers Andrei and Sergei Kostitsyn gave the Cana-
diens an offensive boost during their late-season surge
to first place in the Eastern Conference.

After splitting the prior two
seasons between Montreal and
AHL Hamilton, Andrei, 23,
enjoyed a career year in 2007-
08, recording 53 points (26
goals, 27 assists) in 78 games.
He ranked second on the
Canadiens with 12 power-play
goals and posted a +15 rating.
He also led Canadiens goal-
scorers in the playoffs with
five.

Sergei, 21, made his NHL
debut Dec. 13 at Philadelphia
after notching 22 points (six
goals, 16 assists) in 22 games
at AHL Hamilton in his first
season of pro hockey. He
went on to tally 27 points
(nine goals, 18 assists) in 52
games with the Canadiens
and added 3-5–8 in 12 play-
off contests. The 200th
player selected in the 2005

Entry Draft, Sergei moved to North America from his
native Belarus for two successful seasons of major jun-
ior hockey with the OHL London Knights, tallying 131
points (40 goals, league-leading 90 assists) in his final
season there in 2006-07.

•  •  •  • 

SAVE THE DATES
NOVEMBER 22, 2008
G Patrick Roy’s #33 jersey will be retired
by the Canadiens at a ceremony prior to
the club’s home game vs. Boston 

JANUARY 24-25, 2009
The NHL spotlight will shine on Montreal throughout
its Centennial season, with particular focus on the
NHL All-Star Weekend festivities. The SuperSkills
competition will take place Saturday, Jan. 24, followed
by the All-Star Game on Sunday, Jan. 25.
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WHO’S THE STORY

G Martin Brodeur, 36, enters
the season within reach of
these major goaltending mile-
stones:

• He needs 14 wins to become
the NHL’s all-time leader
(Patrick Roy 551, Brodeur
538)

• He needs eight shutouts to
become the NHL’s all-time
leader (Terry Sawchuk 103,
Brodeur 96)
• He needs 62 games played to become the NHL’s all-
time leader at his position (Patrick Roy 1,029, Terry
Sawchuk 971, Brodeur 968)

Brodeur claimed the Vezina Trophy as the NHL’s top
goaltender for the fourth time in the past five seasons
in 2007-08, posting a 44-27-6 record with a 2.17
goals-against average, .920 save percentage and four
shutouts and ranking among League leaders in minutes
played (first, 4,635), wins (second) and goals-against

average (fifth). He extended NHL records by register-
ing his third consecutive and seventh career 40-win
season, and 10th consecutive campaign with 70-or-
more games.

With the off-season departure of forward Sergei
Brylin, Brodeur is the only active player on the Devils
who was a member of all three Stanley Cup champi-
onship squads – 1995, 2000 and 2003.

“Consistency in your play is one thing, but being
durable is one of the things I take a lot of pride in.
That goes with playing a lot of games and being
focused on what you do, not just taking it for
granted that this is going to happen. Patrick Roy
was one of the most consistent goalies to ever
play the game because he never got hurt, he
played a lot of games and was successful year in
and year out. He wasn’t the best every year, but
you know what? He was always near the top. As
an athlete that’s where you want to be. You want
to be a factor every single season you play.”

- Martin Brodeur, to NHL.com, 
Mar. 26, 2008.

“I really had my doubts about [catching Terry
Sawchuk’s] 103 [career shutouts] when the NHL
changed everything [introduced new rule enforce-
ment standards in 2005-06]. I’ve always thought
that Roy’s [wins record] was going to be easier to
get. Winning is winning, but to get the shutouts -
so many things can go wrong throughout a career.
It’s about playing on a good team for a lot of
years. You have to be healthy and consistent. I
knew I was going to chip away at the shutout
record, but to be this close? It’s a real surprise.”

- Martin Brodeur, to the Montreal Gazette, 
Mar. 12, 2008.
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KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
May 22: Re-signed D Sheldon Brookbank and D

Mike Mottau.
July 1: Re-signed LW Jay Pandolfo, D Bryce Sal-

vador and RW David Clarkson.
July 1: Signed C Bobby Holik and RW Brian

Rolston.
July 21: Signed C Fedor Fedorov.
Sept. 12: Re-signed C Rod Pelley.

NEW JERSEY

DEVILS



RW Brian Gionta rebounded
from an injury-shortened, 45-
point season in 2006-07 to
record 53 points (22 goals, 31
assists) in 2007-08. He was one
of four Devils to appear in all
82 games, joining forwards
Sergei Brylin, Travis Zajac and
Dainius Zubrus.

“He scored every place he’s been and he plays
with the heart of somebody who’s 6-5, so his size
was never a factor. There was always the question
of how would his size affect him once he got to
this level, but quite frankly we made a decision
that we'd rather find out that he can’t play rather
than have somebody else find out that he can.”

- Devils GM Lou Lamoriello, to the 
Rochester Democrat & Chronicle, 
Feb. 8, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

LW Zach Parise led the Dev-
ils in scoring for the first time
in 2007-08, tallying career-
high totals in goals (32), as-
sists (33) and points (65) in
just his third NHL season. In
2006-07, he led the Devils in
goals (31) and added 10
points (seven goals, three as-
sists) in 11 playoff games. He
tied a franchise record by
scoring six goals in the six-
game series win over Tampa Bay in the Eastern Con-
ference Quarterfinals.

New Jersey’s 1st-round selection, 17th overall, in the
2003 Entry Draft, Parise’s legendary amateur hockey
resume includes 340 points in two seasons at Min-
nesota prep school power Shattuck-St. Mary’s; WCHA
All-Rookie and NCAA West All-American in consecu-
tive seasons at the University of North Dakota, and
tournament MVP in Team USA’s historic gold-medal
win at the 2004 World Juniors.

Zach’s father, J.P., played 13 seasons in the NHL with
Boston, Toronto, Minnesota, the NY Islanders and
Cleveland, tallying 238 goals in 890 games.

“I don’t score highlight reel goals. They come
from work, from getting into the corners, getting a
little dirty. That’s something [my dad] and I share.
He scored his goals, and I score mine, the old-
fashioned way.”

- Zach Parise, to the Minneapolis Star
Tribune, Mar. 12, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

C John Madden was voted a
Selke Trophy finalist for the
fourth time in 2007-08; he fin-
ished second to Detroit’s
Pavel Datsyuk. Madden led
Devils forwards in short-
handed goals (three), average
ice time per game (19:26) and
average shorthanded minutes
per game (3:35). He ranked
seventh among NHL forwards
in face-offs taken with 1,463
and posted a 53.7% face-off winning percentage. The
Devils posted the top defensive record in the Eastern
Conference and fourth in the NHL overall with 197
goals-against.

•  •  •  • 

Two former Devils, each of whom won a Stanley Cup
with New Jersey, are returning to the Garden State:

C Bobby Holik, 37, returns to
New Jersey after spending the
past three seasons in Atlanta.
The 6-4, 230-lb. center tallied
34 points (15 goals, 19 assists)
playing in all 82 games for the
Thrashers last season. Holik
emerged as a formidable
checking presence in 10 sea-
sons with the Devils from
1992-93 to 2001-2002 and
was a member of the Stanley
Cup championship clubs in 1995 and 2000.

Taken with Hartford’s first pick, 10th overall, in the
1989 Entry Draft, Holik’s first stint with the Devils
featured 198 goals and 265 assists for 463 points in
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724 games. The native of Jihlava, Czech Republic, has
322 goals and 416 assists for 738 points in 1,252 ca-
reer games with Hartford, New Jersey, NY Rangers
and Atlanta.

“I'm not the player I was six or seven years ago ...
I left at the prime of my career, but I can still do
things well.”

- Bobby Holik, to the Newark Star-Ledger, 
July 2, 2008.

RW Brian Rolston, 35, has
spent the last three seasons in
Minnesota and is coming off
of a 2007-08 campaign in
which he collected 59 points
(31 goals, 28 assists) in 81
games. 

Selected with New Jersey’s
first pick, 11th overall, in the
1991 Entry Draft, Rolston
netted 81 goals and 97 assists

for 178 points in 348 NHL games with the Devils from
1994-95 to 1999-00. A native of Flint, Mich., Rolston
was a member of the club’s 1995 Stanley Cup champi-
onship.

The 6-2, 210-lb. forward has 286 goals and 348 assists
for 634 points in 977 career games with New Jersey,
Colorado, Boston and Minnesota.

“[Rolston] gives us a dimension that we don’t
have. He’s a forward that can play the point on
the power play, can quarterback it, and he’s been
doing that in recent years. He’s used in all situa-
tions, whether it’s in a shutdown mode or an of-
fensive mode. He’s one of the top forwards in the
game today.”

- Devils GM Lou Lamoriello, July 1, 2008.

After missing the entire pre-
season and the first 17 games
of the regular season last
year with a groin injury, RW
Jamie Langenbrunner, 33,
returned with a two-goal
game against the New York
Rangers Nov. 14, tied a fran-
chise record by earning as-
sists on six consecutive
Devils goals Nov. 21-24 and
was named the eighth captain

in franchise history Dec. 5. He finished the season
with 41 points (13 goals, 28 assists) in 64 games.

In 802 career games with Dallas and New Jersey, the
Cloquet, Minn. native has recorded 476 points (180
goals, 296 assists).

•  •  •  • 

RW Patrik Elias, 32, will be
entering his 12th NHL season,
all with New Jersey. Elias
ranked second on the Devils in
scoring in 2007-08, tallying 55
points (20 goals, 35 assists) in
74 games. The native of Tre-
bic, Czech Republic is tied
with Scott Niedermayer for
the most assists in franchise
history (364) and he ranks sec-
ond on the Devils’ all-time
goals and points list with 264 and 628, respectively.
Elias also holds the franchise records for playoff goals
(39), assists (71) and points (110).
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WHO’S THE STORY

Scott Gordon, 45, makes
his NHL head coaching
debut after leading the
AHL Providence Bruins to
a league-best 55-18-3
record in 2007-08, ranking
second overall in goals
scored and seventh in goals
against. He captured the
2008 Louis A. R. Pieri 
Memorial Award as the
AHL’s Coach of the Year.

In five seasons at the helm in Providence, Gordon’s
clubs posted a record of 221-141-20-27.

Gordon began his coaching career with the IHL’s At-
lanta Knights from 1994-96, then spent two seasons
with the IHL’s Quebec Rafales from 1996-98. When
Gordon was named head coach of the Knights on Jan-
uary 5, 1996 at 32 years of age, he became the
youngest in the league’s 53-year history. Gordon also
went on to coach the ECHL Roanoke Express, where
he led the club to consecutive first-place finishes in the
Northeast Division from 1998-99 to 1999-2000.

An Easton, Mass. native, Gordon played goal at
Boston College from 1982-86, posting a 64-35-3
record over that span. He backstopped the Eagles to an
NCAA Frozen Four appearance in 1985 and was
named a Hockey East First-Team All-Star in 1986.

Gordon began his professional playing career in 1986-
87 when he signed with the Quebec Nordiques. Gor-
don made his NHL debut in 1989-90 and played a total
of 23 career NHL games, all with the Nordiques. He
also holds the distinction of being the first ECHL grad-
uate to play in the NHL. Gordon played on the 1992
United States Olympic team before retiring following
the 1993-94 season.

“It’s very easy for players to condition themselves
to play the game slow. One of the things is the use
of over-speed and pushing yourself out of your
comfort level. I think the way we’re going to play,
all of our players are going to play faster. The fact
that the speed is already in place is going to make
it that much easier to play the style we want to
play.”

- Scott Gordon, to the New York Daily News, 
Aug. 14, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

G Rick DiPietro, who made
his NHL debut in 2000-01, is
the tenured Islander. In 2007-
08 he tied his single-season
high of 63 appearances (de-
spite missing the final nine
games of the season with a
hip injury) and posted a 26-
28-7 record with a 2.82
goals-against average and
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KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
July 1: Signed D Mark Streit.
July 2: Signed C Doug Weight.
July 9: Re-signed D Brendan Witt.
July 16: Re-signed LW Sean Bergenheim and LW

Jeff Tambellini.
July 19: Re-signed C Frans Nielsen.
July 25: Re-signed D Bruno Gervais.
Aug. 12: Named Scott Gordon head coach.

NEW YORK

ISLANDERS



three shutouts. He also tied a career high by making
18 consecutive starts from Nov. 13-29, going 9-7-1 in
that span. DiPietro made his first career NHL All-Star
Game appearance and start in Atlanta on Jan. 27, stop-
ping 15 of 16 shots in the first period of the Eastern
Conference’s 8-7 victory.

DiPietro enjoyed the finest season of his pro career in
2006-07, posting a 32-19-9 record with a 2.58 goals-
against average and .919 save percentage. Limited to
62 games due to injury, DiPietro still recorded a career
high in victories and tied the franchise record shared
by Billy Smith (1981-82) and Chris Osgood (2001-02).
He also became the first goaltender in franchise history
to post 30 or more victories in consecutive seasons.

•  •  •  • 

C Mike Sillinger, 37, has
been a face-off specialist for
his entire NHL career. In
2007-08, Sillinger took more
than one third of the Is-
landers’ total draws despite
playing in just 52 games due
to injury. He posted a 56.3
winning percentage (578 of
1,027) to rank 10th in the
NHL among those with 400

or more face-offs. The 17-year veteran has ranked
among the top 15 face-off men in each of the past six
seasons.

Sillinger, who played in his 1,000th regular-season
game Nov. 1 against Tampa Bay, has played for an
NHL-record 12 franchises during his career. He has
scored more goals as an Islander (40) than with any of
his other clubs and his 134 games on Long Island is 21
games shy of his longest stint with one club (155, Van-
couver).

•  •  •  • 

RW Bill Guerin is just the
second player in NHL history
to reach the 20-goal mark with
six clubs – New Jersey (three
times), Edmonton (twice),
Boston (twice), Dallas (twice),
St. Louis (once) and the Is-
landers (once). Ray Sheppard
is the only other player to ac-
complish the feat, doing so
with Buffalo, New York
Rangers, Detroit, San Jose,
Florida and Carolina.

The Islanders captain enters the 2008-09 season with
763 career points (387 goals, 376 assists) in 1,107
NHL games. He has posted 40 or more points in each
of the past nine seasons, including a career-high 85 (40
goals, 45 assists) in 2000-01.

•  •  •  • 

D Mark Streit, 30, was a
key to Montreal’s top-ranked
power-play in 2007-08 and
will look to improve an Is-
landers unit that ranked 29th
in 2007-08. Streit ranked
third among League defense-
men in scoring last season
with 62 points (13 goals, 49
assists) in 81 games, includ-
ing 34 points with the man
advantage (7-27–34).

In three NHL seasons with the Canadiens, the Englis-
berg, Switzerland native has notched 56 power-play
points (11 goals, 45 assists), more than half his career
point total in that span (25-84–109).

•  •  •  • 
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C Doug Weight, 37, brings a
total of 1,131 NHL games
over 16 NHL seasons and 969
points (265 goals, 704 assists)
to the Islanders’ lineup. Last
season, Weight split time be-
tween St. Louis and Anaheim,
tallying 25 points (10 goals,
15 assists) in 67 games. The
Warren, Mich. native ranks
among the top U.S.-born scor-
ers in NHL history, ranking
fifth in assists and eighth in points. Weight captured
the Stanley Cup with Carolina in 2005-06 and an
Olympic silver medal with Team USA at Salt Lake
City in 2002.

•  •  •  • 

Islanders fans got a firsthand
look at one of the club’s
blue-chip prospects when
RW Kyle Okposo, taken
seventh overall in the 2006
Entry Draft, made his NHL
debut late last season. The
20-year-old scored twice and
added three assists in nine
games. Prior to his League
debut, he appeared in 29
games at AHL Bridgeport,

notching 8-16–24 with 66 shots on goal.

Okposo spent the first half of the season playing for
the University of Minnesota, where he appeared in 18
games, scoring four goals and adding seven assists. He
also represented the U.S. Junior National Team at the
2008 World Junior Championships in the Czech Re-
public, where he registered one goal and five assists in
six games. In 2006-07, Okposo tallied 40 points (19
goals, 21 assists) in 40 games for the University of
Minnesota.

•  •  •  • 

D Brendan Witt, 33, has be-
come a fan favorite with the
trademark physical game that
he brings to the Islanders blue-
line. Witt ranked third on the
club in hits with 135 and sec-
ond in blocked shots with 133
in 2007-08 despite missing 23
games due to injury. Entering
his 13th NHL season, Witt has
recorded 107 points (23 goals,
84 assists) in 783 career games.

“Over the last two seasons, Brendan has been a
warrior for us on the ice and a great leader off
the ice.”

- Islanders GM Garth Snow, July 8, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

LW Jeff Tambellini, 24,
looks to earn a permanent
place in the Islanders lineup.
He posted big numbers in
2007-08 at AHL Bridgeport,
where he tallied 76 points
(38 goals, 38 assists) in just
57 games. Tambellini also
appeared in 31 games with
the Islanders in 2007-08,
notching one goal and 
three assists.
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WHO’S THE STORY

In his first season on Broad-
way, C Chris Drury, 32,
ranked third on the Rangers
in scoring with 58 points (25
goals, 33 assists) in 82 games
and led the club in power-
play goals (12) and – not sur-
prisingly – game-winning
goals (seven). Drury tallied
12 game-winners for the
Buffalo Sabres in 2006-07,
nine in the regular season

and three in the Stanley Cup playoffs.

Drury tallied one game-winner for the Rangers in the
2008 playoffs, increasing his career total to 16. Drury,
who has scored at least one game-winner in each of his
seven playoff seasons, ranks second among active
players for most playoff game winners behind Joe
Sakic (19), his former teammate in Colorado.

In addition to a 2001 Stanley Cup ring with the Ava-
lanche, Drury led Trumbull (Conn.) to the Little
League World Series title in 1989, helped Boston Uni-
versity win the NCAA championship in 1996, captured
the 1998 Hobey Baker Trophy as U.S. college
hockey’s MVP and won the Calder Trophy as the
NHL’s top rookie in 1999.

•  •  •  • 

After seven seasons as a New
York Rangers nemesis with
the division-rival New Jersey
Devils, C Scott Gomez
crossed the Hudson River 
to join the Blueshirts in
2007-08. Gomez ranked sec-
ond on his new club in scor-
ing, posting 70 points (16
goals, 54 assists) in 81
games. He led the Rangers in
assists, surpassing 50 for the

fourth time in his eight NHL seasons, and recorded a
career-high 13-game point streak from Dec. 6 to Jan. 2
(4-15–19).

Gomez continued his postseason success last season,
ranking second on the Rangers in scoring with 11
points (four goals, seven assists) and posting a team-
best +5 rating in 10 games. He had led the Devils of-
fensively over their prior three playoff seasons,
averaging over a point per game in 2004 (0-6–6 in five
games), 2006 (5-4–9 in nine games) and 2007 (4-10–
14 in 11 games).
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KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
July 1: Re-signed D Michal Rozsival and G Steve

Valiquette.
July 1: Signed D Wade Redden, LW Aaron Voros

and C Patrick Rissmiller.
July 2: Acquired forwards RW Nikolai Zherdev and

C Dan Fritsche from Columbus for D Fedor Tyutin
and D Christian Backman.

July 3: Signed LW Markus Naslund and D Dmitri
Kalinin.

July 8: Re-signed D Paul Mara.
July 16: Re-signed LW Nigel Dawes.
July 21: Re-signed RW Greg Moore.
July 28: Re-signed RW Fredrik Sjostrom.

NEW YORK

RANGERS



“Scotty is such an enthusiastic player, and very
passionate. He wants to do well every single shift
and that’s contagious. His play works its way
throughout our entire bench. The thing is he didn’t
make a big deal out of returning to New Jersey or
getting booed each time he touched the puck,
though he certainly could have. But he chose not
to, which allowed his teammates to concentrate on
being the New York Rangers. That makes all of us
appreciate the fact Gomer is a Ranger, as well.”

- Rangers head coach Tom Renney, to 
NHL.com, Apr. 10, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

G Henrik Lundqvist posted
a 37-24-10 record with a
2.23 goals-against average,
.912 save percentage in 72
games in 2007-08 and led all
NHL goaltenders with 10
shutouts. He tied his career
high in victories, set in 2006-
07, and is only the second
goaltender in NHL history to
record three consecutive 30-
win seasons to begin his ca-

reer, joining Philadelphia’s Ron Hextall (1986-87 to
1988-89). It is only the second time in franchise his-
tory that a Rangers goaltender has posted three consec-
utive 30-win seasons (Ed Giacomin, 1966-67 to
1969-70). Lundqvist reached the 100-win milestone
Mar. 18 against Pittsburgh in his 187th game, surpass-
ing Mike Richter (198 games) as the fastest to do so in
franchise history.

Lundqvist’s 10 shutouts were the most by a Rangers
goaltender since John Ross Roach posted 13 in 1928-
29 – a season in which no forward passing was al-
lowed inside the attacking zone.

“What I like about Hank is his ability to handle
the nuances of New York City. This is a big place
with a lot going on, but he doesn’t let all the pe-
ripheral things interfere with his being a profes-
sional.”

- Rangers head coach Tom Renney,
to Sports Illustrated, Jan. 14, 2008.

LW Markus Naslund, 35,
enters his 15th NHL season
and first with the Rangers
after spending the previous
12 with the Vancouver
Canucks. In 2007-08 he
reached the 20-goal mark for
a club-record ninth consecu-
tive season (25-30–55), rank-
ing second on the club in
goals, power-play goals
(nine) and shots (237), and

placing third on the team in points and assists. He
skated in his 1,000th career NHL game on January 17
at Detroit and overtook Trevor Linden as the club’s all-
time scoring leader, ending the season with 756 points
(346 goals, 410 assists) in 884 games as a Canuck.

Naslund captured the Lester B. Pearson Award in 2003
as the NHL’s most outstanding player as voted by his
peers and was runner-up for the Hart Memorial as
League MVP. He has appeared in five NHL All-Star
Games (1999, 2001, 2002, 2003, and 2004) and has
been named to three NHL All-Star First Teams (2002,
2003 and 2004).

The 6-0, 195-lb. Ornskoldsvik, Sweden native has
skated in 1,035 career regular-season contests with the
Canucks and Pittsburgh Penguins, registering 823
points (371 goals, 452 assists).

“This guy’s got a lot of hockey left in him. We
think he’s going to be able to play a give-and-go
type of game that we'd like to develop. We've
changed the style of our team over the past few
days. We want to be more of a puck movement
team and a little more of a freewheeling team.”

- Rangers GM Glen Sather, to the  
Vancouver Sun, July 4, 2008.

•  •  •  • 
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D Wade Redden, 31, arrives
in New York after spending
each of his first 12 NHL sea-
sons with the Ottawa Sena-
tors, where he ranks as the
franchise’s all-time leader
among defensemen in games
played (838), goals (101), as-
sists (309) and points (410).
In 2007-08, Redden reached
the 30-point mark for the

eighth consecutive season, tallying 38 points (six
goals, 32 assists) and a +11 rating. He ranked third on
the Senators in average ice time (22:12) and led all
team defensemen in assists and points.

“The time had definitely come for me. A fresh
start is exactly what I need. They have a great
goaltender in Henrik Lundqvist and I really re-
spect [centers Scott Gomez and Chris Drury].
They both compete and are real smart. It’s a great
nucleus.”

- Wade Redden, to Newsday, July 2, 2008.

“He’s the best first passer in the game today and
he moves the puck up the ice exceptionally. He’s
somebody that we had targeted immediately. He
was our No. 1 guy on defense. We’re quite happy
we've got him.”

- Rangers GM Glen Sather, to the
Ottawa Sun, July 2, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

D Marc Staal, 21, had an im-
pressive rookie season with
the Rangers in 2007-08, ap-
pearing in 80 games, averag-
ing 18:48 in ice time and
recording 10 points (two
goals, eight assists). His sea-
son highlight was putting a
shot past New Jersey goal-
tender Martin Brodeur for the
game-winning goal at 16:47 of
the third period in a 5-3 victory over the Devils in
Game 4 of the Eastern Conference QF Apr. 16 at
Madison Square Garden.

The Rangers’ 1st-round pick and 16th overall in 2005,
Staal was voted to the OHL First All-Star Team for the
second consecutive year in 2006-07 with the Sudbury
Wolves and captured the Max Kaminsky Trophy as the
OHL’s best defenseman, joining a list that includes
Denis Potvin (Ottawa 1971-72 and 1972-73), Al
MacInnis (Kitchener 1982-83) and Chris Pronger (Pe-
terborough 1992-93).

Staal captured his second consecutive gold medal with
Team Canada at the 2007 World Junior Championships
in Vancouver. He was voted the top defenseman at the
2006 event. The younger brother of Carolina’s Eric
and older sibling to Pittsburgh’s Jordan, Staal made his
pro debut with the Hartford Wolf Pack in the 2006
AHL playoffs, recording two assists in 12 games.

•  •  •  • 
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RW Nikolai Zherdev, 23,
established career highs in
games (82), assists (35),
points (61), and shots (254)
with Columbus in 2007-08,
his fourth NHL season. His
26 goals were one shy of his
career high set in 2005-06.
The Blue Jackets’ first
choice, fourth overall, in the
2003 Entry Draft, Zherdev
has skated in 283 regular-

season contests with Columbus, recording 76 goals
and 105 assists for 181 points.

“Zherdev’s a very talented player, a very shifty,
talented winger who’s got upside written all over
him. As we’re progressing through this, we’re try-
ing to get younger, we’re trying to get more tal-
ented and we’re trying to get faster.”

- Rangers GM Glen Sather, to the Newsday, 
July 3, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

D Michal Rozsival, who
turned 30 Sept. 3, has led the
Rangers in average ice time
per game in each of his three
seasons in New York, in-
creasing from 22:27 in 2005-
06 to 23:46 in 2006-07 to
24:33 last season. He also
has led all team defensemen
in scoring each season as
well, posting 30, 40 and 38
points, respectively. The

Vlasim, Czech Republic native and countryman/team-
mate Petr Prucha will a special return home when the
Rangers open the regular season in the two-game NHL
Premiere - Prague against the Tampa Bay Lightning
Oct. 4-5.

•  •  •  • 

SAVE THE DATES

FEBRUARY 3 AND 22, 2009
The Rangers will retire jersey
no. 9 in honor of Adam
Graves (at right) prior to the
Rangers-Atlanta Thrashers
game on Tuesday, Feb. 3 and
extend the same honor to
Andy Bathgate and Harry
Howell by raising their re-
spective #9 and #3 banners to
the top of Madison Square
Garden on Sunday, Feb. 22 prior to the Rangers-
Toronto Maple Leafs game.
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WHO’S THE STORY
New coach Craig Harts-
burg, 49, returns to the NHL
coaching ranks from the
OHL Sault Ste. Marie Grey-
hounds, where he compiled a
44-18-6 record in 2007-08
and a 179-111-41 mark over
five seasons (2001-02, plus
the past four campaigns).
Hartsburg twice has captured
both OHL and CHL coach of
the year honors, as bench

boss of the Guelph Storm in 1994-95 and with Sault
Ste. Marie in 2001-02.

Hartsburg has been an NHL head coach with the
Chicago Blackhawks (1995-98) and the Anaheim
Ducks (1998-2000), compiling a 184-184-75 record.
His teams qualified for NHL post-season play on three
of five occasions.

Hartsburg also led Team Canada to gold-medal victo-
ries at the 2007 and 2008 IIHF World Junior Champi-
onships and helped win gold as an assistant coach at
the 2006 tournament.

The native of Stratford, Ont. was drafted in the first
round, sixth overall, by the Minnesota North Stars in
the 1979 NHL draft. In 10 NHL seasons, all with Min-
nesota, the defenseman recorded 413 points (98 goals,
315 assists) in 570 games.

“It appeared to me that one guy thrived on the
scrutiny, thrived on the pressure and wanted the
opportunity to be in Ottawa ... I talked to so many
people about Craig Hartsburg, from (Columbus
coach) Ken Hitchcock to (Hockey Canada presi-
dent) Bob Nicholson ... You go down the list of
people who have worked with this guy in one way
or another, and there’s not one person that didn’t
say ‘what a find for you. He’s a real good man
and a good coach.’ ”

- Senators GM Bryan Murray, June 13, 2008.

RW Daniel Alfredsson, 35,
ranked second on the Sena-
tors and ninth in the NHL in
scoring last season with 89
points (40 goals, 49 assists)
in 70 games, his fourth con-
secutive 80-point season and
eighth consecutive 20-goal
campaign. His season high-
light was a seven-point game
(three goals, four assists) in
the Senators’ 8-4 win at

Tampa Bay Jan. 24. It was the most points in one
game by an NHL player since Jan. 11, 2003, when
Jaromir Jagr scored seven points (three goals, four 
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OTTAWA

SENATORS
KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
June 13: Named Craig Hartsburg head coach.
June 21: Re-signed C Chris Kelly.
July 1: Signed G Alex Auld.
July 2: Signed LW Jarkko Ruutu.
July 2: Re-signed RW Shean Donovan.
July 8: Signed D Jason Smith.
July 11: Signed D Brendan Bell.
July 11: Named Curtis Hunt assistant coach.
July 29: Re-signed C Josh Hennessy.
July 31: Re-signed C Antoine Vermette.
Aug. 29: Acquired D Filip Kuba, D Alexandre Pi-

card and San Jose’s 1st-round pick in the 2009
Entry Draft (previously acquired) from Tampa Bay
for D Andrej Meszaros.



assists) for the Washington Capitals in a 12-2 win over
Florida, and the most points by one player in a road game
since Feb. 26, 1997, when Eric Lindros had one goal
and six assists for the Philadelphia Flyers at Ottawa.

Alfredsson also set a single-season franchise record
with seven shorthanded goals. Ottawa led the NHL in
shorthanded goals for the third consecutive season
with 18, following League-leading shorthanded goal
totals of 25 in 2005-06 and 17 in 2006-07.

Alfredsson, who made his NHL debut with the Sena-
tors in 1995-96, holds the franchise records for career
games, goals, assists and points for the regular season
(331-516-847 in 853 games) and Stanley Cup playoffs
(43-37–80 in 101 games).

The Senators’ captain since 1999-2000, Alfredsson
will lead the club overseas to his hometown of
Gothenburg, Sweden for a pre-season game against his
former club Frolunda Oct. 2, ahead of their two-game
regular-season opener against Pittsburgh in NHL Pre-
miere-Stockholm on Oct. 4-5.

•  •  •  • 

Were it not for a shoulder in-
jury Jan. 13 against Detroit
that sidelined him for 11
games, LW Dany Heatley, 27,
likely would have finished
among the League’s top 10
scorers for the fourth time in
the past five seasons. Heatley
finished the season 15th over-
all with 82 points (41 goals,
41 assists) in 71 games. The
injury also broke a streak of
207 consecutive regular-season games played since the
start of the 2005-06 season.

Heatley also ranked among the League leaders in plus-
minus (third, +33), improving to a cumulative +93 in
three seasons with Ottawa.

Heatley later starred at the 2008 IIHF World Champi-
onships in Quebec City/Halifax in May, earning tour-
nament MVP honors after leading all scorers with 20
points (12 goals, eight assists) and a +13 rating in nine
games as Canada won the silver medal. He becomes
the first player to win the award twice, having captured
the 2004 MVP in Prague.

C Jason Spezza, 25, set ca-
reer highs with 34 goals, 92
points and a +26 rating in
2007-08, leading the Sena-
tors in scoring for the first
time and finishing eighth in
the NHL scoring race.
Spezza had an eight-game
point streak to start the sea-
son, had a seven-game streak
from Nov. 19 to Dec. 5 and a
10-game streak from Dec.

12-29. He recorded his first career hat trick and career-
best six-point game against Montreal Feb. 9 in a 6-1
victory.

Last November, the 6-3, 213-lb. Mississagua, Ont. na-
tive signed a contract extension with the Senators that
runs through the 2015-16 season.

•  •  •  • 

Free agent D Jason Smith,
34, is a 14-year NHL veteran
who has served as team cap-
tain in each of his past six
NHL seasons, including 2007-
08 with the Philadelphia Fly-
ers and the previous five
seasons with the Edmonton
Oilers.

Smith played in 77 regular-
season games for Philadelphia
during the 2007-08 regular season, leading the Flyers
with 204 blocked shots and 142 hits and tallying 10
points (one goal, nine assists). He added two assists
and a team-leading 56 hits and 45 blocked shots in 17
playoff games during the Flyers’ run to the Eastern
Conference Final last season.

The Calgary native has averaged 202 blocked shots per
year over the past three seasons and is one of only
three NHL players (Anton Volchenkov 671, Jason
Smith 608 and Niclas Havelid 601) to block more than
600 shots since the start of the 2005-06 campaign.

Smith has recorded 168 points (40 goals, 128 assists)
in 945 career NHL games with New Jersey, Toronto,
Edmonton and Philadelphia.
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“Jason was the ultimate character guy out on the
free agent market. He’s a guy who competes every
night. He hits people. He blocks shots. He plays
the game the hard way, and he’s difficult to play
against.”

- Senators GM Bryan Murray, to the
Ottawa Citizen, July 9, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

LW Jarkko Ruutu, 33, brings
his trademark abrasive style to
Ottawa after two seasons in
Pittsburgh. Ruutu scored six
goals and added a career-high 10
assists and 134 hits in 71 games
with the Penguins last season.
He added two goals, one assist
and 50 hits in 20 playoff games
during the Penguins’ run to the
Stanley Cup Final.

The Helsinki, Finland native has recorded 83 points
(36 goals, 47 assists) in 419 career games with Van-
couver and Pittsburgh. Ruutu set career highs in games
(82), goals (10) and points (17) with Vancouver in
2005-06.

“I have to do my role, the way I always played.
Be good defensively, play physically and get the
opponents’ top guys off their game. There is no se-
cret to how I play.”

- Jarkko Ruutu, July 7, 2008.

“He’s an agitator, there’s no question. He brings
that dimension, and I think that’s a good thing for
a hockey team. I think he'll be quite popular in
our room.”

- Senators GM Bryan Murray, July 7, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

Voted a finalist for the Selke Tro-
phy in 2005-06 as the League’s
top defensive forward, C Mike
Fisher ranked sixth on the Sena-
tors in scoring last season with 47
points (23 goals, 24 assists), one
off his career high set in 2007-08
(22-26–48). He also set career
highs in game-winning goals
(four), shots (215), face-offs
(1,230) and average ice time per game (19:46). A late-
season knee injury sidelined him for the Senators’
Eastern Conference QF series against Pittsburgh.

•  •  •  • 

D Chris Phillips, 30, was se-
lected first overall by the Sena-
tors in the 1996 Entry Draft and
has been a fixture on the Ottawa
blueline since 1997-98. Last sea-
son, Phillips logged a career-
high 22:29 in average ice time
per game and tallied 18 points
(five goals, 13 assists) in 81
games. He ranked second on the

club in blocked shots (151) and tied for third in plus-
minus (+15).

In 10 NHL seasons, Phillips has 182 points (45 goals,
137 assists) and a +114 rating in 699 career games. He
ranks third on the Senators’ all-time games played list
behind Daniel Alfredsson (853) and Wade Redden
(838).

•  •  •  • 

G Martin Gerber, 34, won the
Senators’ starting job last season
and posted a 30-18-4 record with
a 2.72 goals-against average, .910
save percentage and two shutouts
in 57 games. He posted 30 victo-
ries for the second time in three
seasons; in 2005-06, he had a 38-
14-6 regular-season mark with the
Carolina Hurricanes, who went on
to capture the franchise’s first Stanley Cup.
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WHO’S THE STORY
In his first season with the
Flyers, C Daniel Briere, 30,
reached the 30-goal mark for
the second consecutive sea-
son and ranked second on the
club in scoring with 72
points (31 goals, 41 assists)
in 79 games. He was at his
best down the stretch, record-
ing at least one point in each
of his last seven games and
in 14 of his last 15 contests

as the Flyers made a successful late surge to qualify
for the Stanley Cup Playoffs.

Briere went on to lead the Flyers in postseason scor-
ing, tallying 16 points (nine goals, seven assists) in 17
games as Philadelphia advanced to the Eastern Confer-
ence Final. He posted a team-high six power-play
goals and three game-winning goals.

In the 2006-07, Briere recorded 32 goals and 63 assists
for 95 points – all career highs – in 81 games for the
Buffalo Sabres. He led the Sabres in points and assists
and ranked 10th and seventh, respectively, in the
League. Briere went on to lead the Sabres in playoff
scoring as well, tallying 15 points (three goals, 12 as-
sists) in 16 games as the club appeared in its second
consecutive Eastern Conference Final.

“I've known him for a while and when people
write him off or challenge him, he’s a warrior, and
he comes up even more. In juniors, they said he
was too small, he goes out and burns the league.
He’s in the American League, but he’s too little for
the NHL, he’s not going to make it and, boom,
he’s in the NHL doing what he does. And then this
year people were saying he’s not doing what he
was brought in to do. Now in the last month and a
half of the season and now, he’s doing it. It’s that
warrior that he’s got in him that brings him
there.”

- Flyers G Martin Biron, to the Philadelphia
Daily News, April 16, 2008.

G Martin Biron, 31, com-
pleted his first full regular
season with the Flyers after
being acquired from the Buf-
falo Sabres at the trade dead-
line in 2006-07. He posted a
30-20-9 record with a 2.59
goals-against average in 62
games – the second-highest
victory and appearance totals
of his NHL career for a sin-
gle season – and matched his
career high with five shutouts.
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KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
June 20: Traded C R.J. Umberger and a 4th-round

pick in 2008 to Columbus for a 1st-round and 3rd-
round pick in 2008.

June 20: Acquired D Steve Eminger and a 3rd-
round pick in 2008 from Washington for a 1st-
round pick in 2008.

June 27: Re-signed C Jeff Carter.
July 1: Signed D Ossi Vaananen and C Glen Metro-

polit.
July 2: Re-signed D Randy Jones and LW Riley Cote.
July 7: Signed RW Arron Asham.
July 21: Re-signed RW Joffrey Lupul.
Aug. 7: Named Craig Berube assistant coach.
Aug. 14: Re-signed head coach John Stevens.

PHILADELPHIA

FLYERS
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After 378 regular-season games over parts of 10 NHL
seasons without a postseason appearance, Biron made
a winning Stanley Cup playoff debut in the Flyers’
first-round victory over the Washington Capitals. He
posted a 4-3 record with a 2.67 goals-against average,
.908 save percentage and one shutout, a performance
capped by stopping all 16 third-period shots and four
in overtime of Game 7.

Biron was a first-round draft pick of the Sabres in
1995 and ranks second on that franchise’s all-time
goaltending list in shutouts (18), third in games (300)
and third in victories (134).

•  •  •  • 

C Mike Richards, 23, cap-
tured the 2007-08 Bobby
Clarke Trophy as the Flyers’
most valuable player, as se-
lected by a panel of sports-
casters and sports writers.
Richards led Philadelphia in
assists (47), points (75),
shorthanded goals (five, tied
for third in the NHL) and av-
erage time on ice among for-
wards (21:30). He tied for

the team lead with LW Scott Hartnell in game-winning
goals (six) and was second on the team in power-play
points (31) and plus-minus (+14). He set career highs
in goals (28), assists (47) and points (75).

A first-round pick of the Flyers (24th overall) in the
2003 Entry Draft, Richards is entering his fourth NHL
season. He was named a Flyers alternate captain last
October and signed a 12-year contract extension with
the club on Dec. 13.

“I have no doubts that before he’s done Mike will
win a Stanley Cup in Philadelphia ... I'm so sure
I'd bet my house on it. This kid wins champi-
onships. The days of me doubting Mike Richards
ended about two weeks after I started coaching
him.”

- Former OHL Kitchener Rangers and 
current Florida Panthers head coach Peter 
DeBoer, to the Camden Courier-Post, 
Jan. 27, 2008. DeBoer coached Richards 
in Kitchener.

D Kimmo Timonen, 33, was
an invaluable addition to the
Flyers blueline in 2007-08.
Timonen led all Flyers de-
fensemen in average time on
ice (23:34), in scoring (8-36–
44 in 80 games) and finished
first on the club in power-
play assists (26, tied for ninth
in the NHL).

Timonen has registered 40 or
more points in each of the past six seasons and has av-
eraged over 20 minutes per game for each of the past
eight campaigns. A charter member of the Nashville
Predators franchise (1998-99 through 2006-07), Timo-
nen recorded 79 goals and 222 assists for 301 points in
573 regular-season games with Nashville and held the
franchise records for assists, points and games at the
time of his trade to Philadelphia in June, 2007.

•  •  •  • 

C Jeff Carter, 23, posted the
most productive of his three
NHL campaigns in 2007-08,
leading the Flyers in shots
with 260 and recording career-
high totals in games (82),
goals (29), assists (24) and
points (53).

Carter was the Flyers’ top se-
lection and the 11th overall
pick in the eventful first round
of the 2003 Entry Draft in which Philadelphia also
landed C Mike Richards 24th overall. Carter built a
solid pre-NHL resume by capturing All-Tournament
honors for Canada at the IIHF World Junior Champi-
onships in 2004 and 2005 and leading the Philadelphia
Phantoms to the Calder Cup in 2005 with an AHL
playoff-best 12 goals and 23 points.

•  •  •  • 



RW Mike Knuble, 36,
reached the 20-goal plateau
for the fifth consecutive sea-
son in 2007-08, tying for
third place among Flyers
goal-scorers with 29. His 15
power-play goals led the
club. Knuble and Jeff Carter
were the only Philadelphia
players to appear in all 82
games.

Knuble recorded points in seven of his first eight
games in the 2008 Stanley Cup Playoffs, including a
double-overtime goal in Game 4 of the Eastern Con-
ference QF against Washington that lifted the Flyers to
a 3-1 series lead.

•  •  •  • 

LW Simon Gagne, 28, begins
his ninth NHL season. The
Flyers’ first-round pick in
1998 tallied 18 points (seven
goals, 11 assists) in 25 games
during an injury-shortened
2007-08 season. Gagne has
surpassed 40 goals in each of
his past two full seasons,
notching a career-high 47 in
2005-06 and 41 in 2006-07.

“The way I look at it, I might be the free agent the
Flyers signed this year. I wasn’t a big part of the
team last year and I want to be a big part this
season.”

- Simon Gagne, to the South Jersey 
Courier-Post, Aug. 27, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

The Flyers boast one of the
NHL’s most-coveted
prospects in 20-year-old RW
Claude Giroux, who capped
off his major junior career
with an MVP performance in
the QMJHL playoffs that
earned Gatineau a berth in
the Memorial Cup. Giroux
tallied 51 points (17 goals,
34 assists) in 19 postseason
games after finishing second

in the league in regular-season scoring with 106 points
(38 goals, 68 assists).

The Flyers’ first-round pick, 22nd overall in the 2006
Entry Draft, Giroux posted 2-4–6 in seven games as a
member of the gold-medal Team Canada at the 2008
IIHF World Junior Championships in the Czech Re-
public last January. He appeared in two games for the
Flyers in February as an emergency recall.

“I’m not sure I can say much about Claude that
hasn’t already been said. He’s accomplished just
about all he could at the major junior level, from
an individual standpoint. He’s been an elite
player in the [QMJHL] for two seasons, and has
put up some big numbers. But he’s also matured
into an excellent all-around player.”

- Flyers director of hockey operations 
Chris Pryor, June 25, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

D Braydon Coburn, 23,
showed signs he will be a
star on the Flyers blueline
for years to come. The 6-5,
220 lb. Calgary native ap-
peared in 78 games in his
first full NHL season, tally-
ing 36 points (nine goals,
27 assists) and a team-lead-
ing +17 rating. He led all
Flyers defensemen in goals
and ranked second to
Kimmo Timonen in average ice time per game
(21:14). 
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WHO’S THE STORY
In just his second career NHL
playoff year, C Sidney
Crosby, 21, led all players in
assists (21) and tied for the
League lead in points (6-21–
27) with Conn Smythe Tro-
phy winner Henrik Zetterberg
of Detroit. The Penguins ad-
vanced to the Stanley Cup
Final for the first time since
1992.

Crosby was in contention for a second consecutive Art
Ross Trophy as NHL scoring leader in 2007-08 until
he was sidelined with an ankle injury Jan. 18. He had
63 points (20-43–63) which was tied for the NHL lead
at the time of his injury. His 43 assists also ranked first
in the League at that time. The injury sidelined him for
28 of 31 games from Jan. 19 to Mar. 25. Crosby still
ranked second on the Penguins in scoring with 72

points (24 goals, 48 assists) in 53 games. He recorded
at least one point in 43 of 53 games, posted 24 multi-
point games and recorded an NHL-best 19-game point
streak from Oct. 6 - Nov. 17 (11-19–30). His scoring
average of 1.36 points per game was just behind
League leader Alex Ovechkin of Washington (1.37).

The Cole Harbour, N.S. native finished the 2006-07
regular season as the first teenager in major pro team
sports history to win a scoring title. Crosby tallied 36
goals and 84 assists for 120 points, six ahead of San
Jose Sharks center Joe Thornton, the 2005-06 Art Ross
Trophy winner. Crosby led the Penguins to 47 wins,
105 points and their first playoff berth since 2001. In
addition to winning the Art Ross Trophy as NHL scor-
ing champion, he captured the Hart Trophy as League
MVP and NHL First-Team All-Star honors at center.

Crosby is the youngest player in NHL history to record
100 and 200 career points. He was named captain of
the Penguins on May 31, 2007, becoming the youngest
team captain in NHL history.

“He’s a really strong skater and he'd good at pro-
tecting the puck. And he can draw two players to
him and use that to find openings for his team-
mates.”

- Red Wings D Nicklas Lidstrom, to the 
Canadian Press, May 29, 2008.

•  •  •  • 
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KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
July 1: Re-signed RW Pascal Dupuis and D Mark

Eaton.
July 1: Signed RW Eric Godard.
July 2: Re-signed C Evgeni Malkin and D Brooks

Orpik.
July 3: Signed RW Miroslav Satan and LW Ruslan

Fedotenko.
July 3: Re-signed G Marc-Andre Fleury.
July 5: Signed LW Matt Cooke.
July 7: Signed 2008 Finnish league scoring champion

LW Janne Pesonen.
July 18: Re-signed head coach Michel Therrien.
July 21: Re-signed LW Jeff Taffe.

PITTSBURGH

PENGUINS



C Evgeni Malkin, 22,
earned his first nomination as
a Hart Trophy finalist as
League MVP in 2007-08,
leading the Penguins in scor-
ing and finishing second in
the League overall to Wash-
ington’s Alex Ovechkin with
106 points (47 goals, 59 as-
sists) in 82 games. Malkin
posted a 15-game point
streak from Oct. 23 to Nov.

22, the longest by a Russian player in NHL history,
and tallied 46 points (20 goals, 26 assists) in 28 games
while Sidney Crosby was sidelined with an ankle in-
jury during the second half of the season. Malkin was
the NHL’s leading scorer after Dec. 31, tallying 65
points (32 goals, 33 assists) in 44 games; the Penguins
posted a 27-11-6 record in that span.

Malkin launched his NHL career in memorable fashion
in 2006-07, becoming the first player in 89 years to
tally goals in each of his first six NHL games. He went
on to capture the Calder Trophy, leading all rookies in
goals (33), power-play goals (16), assists (52) and
points (85).

“You don’t realize how strong he is. Malkin loves
to play in traffic. He makes so many plays in the 
tough spots.”

- Tampa Bay Lightning LW Gary Roberts, to 
the Toronto Sun, May 10, 2008.

“The confidence is just pouring out of him – and
he can do it all. He has the soft hands. He can
shoot the puck. He can still play the mean game.
He’s a smart player in the sense that he reads the
game very well.

- Calgary Flames D Anders Eriksson, to the 
Globe and Mail, Mar. 3, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

C Jordan Staal, who turned
20 on Sept. 10, was one of two
Penguins who appeared in
each of Pittsburgh’s 82 games
during his sophomore NHL
season. Staal tallied 28 points
(12 goals, 16 assists), includ-
ing four game-winning goals,
and was the top choice among
forwards for the Penguins’
penalty-killing unit by a wide
margin – his total of 283:51 in
ice time while a man short was one-third more than the
210:59 posted by Ryan Malone.

In 2006-07, Staal set an NHL rookie record with seven
shorthanded goals, tied for second place among rookie
goal-scorers with 29 and finished second to teammate
Evgeni Malkin in voting for the Calder Trophy.

In the 2008 playoffs Staal became the first teenager to
skate in a Stanley Cup Final since Philadelphia’s
Dainius Zubrus in 1997 and tied for third in goal scor-
ing on the Penguins with six.

“You look at his numbers offensively, this year
compared to last year, they’re not the same but we
believe he’s a much better player this year than he
was last year. And he’s going to be better next year.
You can’t always judge a player with numbers.”

- Penguins head coach Michel Therrien, to 
the Associated Press, Apr. 23, 2008.

“I think he’s a top-six forward, more than a third-
or fourth-liner. He’s a big, strong, powerful player
who’s hard to contain.”

- Penguins GM Ray Shero, to the Toronto 
Star, Apr. 16, 2008.

•  •  •  • 
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Coming off a season in
which he posted the second-
highest single-season win
total in Penguins history (40)
at the age of 22, G Marc-
Andre Fleury began the
2007-08 campaign with a 9-
8-1 record and 2.89 goals-
against average in 21 games
when an ankle injury Dec. 6
against Calgary sidelined
him for nearly three months.

Following a conditioning stint at AHL Wilkes-Barre
and a relief appearance in his return to the NHL Feb.
28, Fleury went on one of the top extended runs by any
goaltender last season – a 10-2-1 record over his final
13 regular-season games with an NHL-best 1.45 goals-
against average and .950 save percentage.

Fleury continued his hot play in the 2008 Stanley Cup
Playoffs, leading all goaltenders in games (20), min-
utes (1,251) and save percentage (.933), tying for the
League lead in wins (14) and shutouts (three) and
ranking second in goals-against average (1.97). His
finest performance came in Game 5 of the Stanley Cup
Final at Detroit: With the Penguins facing elimination
trailing 3-1 in the series. Fleury stopped 55 of 58 shots
in a 4-3 triple-overtime victory, the most saves in a
Stanley Cup Final game since the Washington Capi-
tals’ Olaf Kolzig turned aside 55 in a 5-4 overtime loss
to the Red Wings at Joe Louis Arena in Game 1 of the
1998 Final on June 11, 1998.

“Sometimes you look at goalies who are so fo-
cused and won’t talk to anyone or anything. Marc
is not like that. He has fun before games, after
games. He’s always upbeat, always has something
funny to say. And he has that smile on his face.
That’s when he’s at his best - when he’s loose and
having fun.”

- Penguins C Maxime Talbot, to the 
Canadian Press, June 3, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

D Sergei Gonchar, 34, has
recorded 50 or more points in
each of the past eight seasons,
the longest active streak
among NHL defensemen. His
closest pursuers are Detroit’s
Nicklas Lidstrom and
Toronto’s Tomas Kaberle, who
have reached the 50-point
mark for three consecutive
seasons. Since the start of the
1999-2000 season, Gonchar
leads all NHL defensemen in goals (129) and ranks
second in points (485) behind Lidstrom (515).

Gonchar ranked second among defensemen in scoring
in 2007-08 with 65 points (12 goals, 53 assists), just
short of his career high set with Washington in 2002-
03 and Pittsburgh in 2006-07, placed eighth in the
League in average ice time per game (25:54) and was
fourth on the Penguins in plus-minus (+13).

“People think he’s strictly offensive, which is far
from the truth. For two years, he’s played well
against the top lines. He loves that challenge and
has responded really well.”

- Penguins assistant coach Andre Savard, to 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Apr. 4, 2008.

•  •  •  • 
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The Penguins signed a pair of free agent wings from
the New York Islanders over the summer: 
RW Miroslav Satan and LW Ruslan Fedotenko.

Satan, 33, registered 41
points (16 goals, 25 assists)
in 80 games with the Is-
landers last season, ranking
third on the club in scoring
and second in game-winning
goals (four). He has recorded
20 or more goals in 10 of the
past 11 seasons and has
scored 30 or more goals on
four occasions, including a
career-high 40 in 1998-99

with Buffalo. He has appeared in 80 or more games in
eight NHL seasons, including in each of the past four
years.

“Satan should be able to play on the top two lines
– that would be the goal. He’ll be a good power-
play guy. He has the size and the skill and he has
great hands.”

- Penguins GM Ray Shero, July 3, 2008.

Fedotenko, 29, tallied 33
points (16 goals, 17 assists)
in 67 games with the Is-
landers in 2007-08, leading
the team and registering a ca-
reer high with eight power-
play goals. Fedotenko played
a major role in Tampa Bay’s
Stanley Cup championship in
2004, scoring 12 goals in 22
playoff games, including

both goals in the Lightning’s 2-1 win over Calgary in
Game 7 of the Stanley Cup Final. His best regular sea-
son came after the Lightning’s Cup run, when he
scored 26 goals for Tampa Bay in 2005-06.

•  •  •  • 

D Brooks Orpik, 27, played
in 78 games for the Penguins
in 2007-08, recording career
highs with 10 assists, 11
points and a +11 rating.
Orpik was second among de-
fensemen and fifth in the
NHL during the regular sea-
son with 239 hits.

Orpik led the entire NHL in
hits (102) and blocked shots

(61) during the 2008 Stanley Cup Playoffs. His post-
season performance by highlighted by one memorable
shift in the third period of Game 3 of the Stanley Cup
Final against Detroit May 29. With the Penguins de-
fending a 3-1 lead, Orpik delivered several big hits on
Red Wings players in succession that energized the
home crowd at Mellon Arena. Orpik averaged 20:47 of
ice time in the postseason after averaging 16:57 in reg-
ular-season play.

“We always knew he was a physical defenseman
... he needed to learn when to be physical. Right
now, he understands more about his position. We
have so much confidence in [Orpik] that we play
him with [Sergei] Gonchar against other team’s
top players. We know he can punish those top
players.”

- Penguins head coach Michel Therrien, to 
the Toronto Star, May 30, 2008.

2008-09 Team Preview • Eastern Conference

42



2008-09 Team Preview • Eastern Conference

43

KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
June 20: Selected C Steven Stamkos (Sarnia, OHL)

first overall in the 2008 Entry Draft.
June 24: Named Barry Melrose head coach.
June 25: Named Brian Lawton vice president of

hockey operations.
June 30: Signed LW Gary Roberts, C/LW Vaclav

Prospal and LW Ryan Malone.
July 1: Signed G Olaf Kolzig, RW Radim Vrbata and

RW Adam Hall.
July 2: Re-signed C Ryan Craig.
July 4: Acquired D Matt Carle, D Ty Wishart, a 1st-

round pick in 2009 and 4th-round pick in 2010
from San Jose for D Dan Boyle and D Brad
Lukowich.

July 8: Re-signed RW Evgeni Artyukhin.
July 8: Signed RW Mark Recchi and RW Brandon

Bochenski.
July 9: Signed D Andrew Hutchinson.
July 9: Named Rick Tocchet and Cap Raeder assis-

tant coaches.
July 11: Re-signed D Chris Gratton.
July 13: Re-signed C Vincent Lecavalier.
July 14: Re-signed G Mike Smith.
July 17: Named Mike Vernon special assistant to

VP/Hockey Operations.
Aug. 29: Acquired D Andrej Meszaros from Ottawa

for D Filip Kuba, D Alexandre Picard and San Jose’s
1st-round pick in the 2009 Entry Draft (previously
acquired).

TAMPA BAY

LIGHTNING
WHO’S THE STORY

Barry Melrose, 51, returns to
the NHL coaching ranks for
his first appearance behind the
bench since 1994-95. Melrose
spent three seasons (1992-95)
as the head coach in Los Ange-
les, leading the Kings to the
Stanley Cup Final for the first
time in 1993. Melrose began
his coaching career in 1987
when he led the WHL Medi-

cine Hat Tigers to a 44-22-6 record and the Memorial
Cup title. He also coached the Seattle Thunderbirds for
the 1988-89 season and the AHL Adirondack Red
Wings for three seasons (1989-92). Melrose guided the
Red Wings to the Calder Cup championship in 1991.
He also served as the team’s general manager during
his final two seasons.

During his 11 years as a player, Melrose played 300
career games as a defenseman in the NHL with Win-
nipeg, Toronto and Detroit (1979-86), recording 10
goals, 23 assists. He also played three seasons with
Cincinnati in the WHA (1976-79).

Melrose most recently served as NHL studio analyst
for ESPN and ESPN2.

“I’m especially looking forward to the opportu-
nity to work with great players such as Vinny
Lecavalier, Marty St. Louis and Steven Stamkos;
they’re all such talented and exciting athletes.
Most of all, I have missed having a dog in the
fight each season, especially at the start of the
Stanley Cup Playoffs.”

- Barry Melrose, June 24, 2008.



C Vincent Lecavalier, 28,
led the Lightning and ranked
seventh in the NHL scoring
race in 2007-08 with 92
points (40 goals, 52 assists)
in 81 games, becoming the
first Tampa Bay player to
record consecutive 40-goal
seasons. That came on the
heels of his 52-goal season in
2006-07 which earned him
the Maurice “Rocket”

Richard Trophy as the NHL’s top goal scorer. Lecava-
lier set a franchise record by scoring multiple points in
eight consecutive games from Nov. 3-19 – the last
NHL player to record as long a streak was Pittsburgh’s
Jaromir Jagr in 1996 (10 games).

Lecavalier has played all nine of his NHL seasons in
Tampa Bay after being drafted first overall by the
Lightning in 1998. Lecavalier owns Tampa Bay fran-
chise records in goals (273), points (602), power-play
goals (75), game-winning goals (41) and games played
(7109). He needs 10 assists to tie Brad Richards (339)
for first place in that category.

In July Lecavalier signed an 11-year contract extension
that will keep him in a Lightning uniform through the
2019-2020 season.

“I'll expect him to be our best player every night.
I'll expect him to be the leader in the dressing
room. I'll expect him to be the hardest-working
guy in practice because that’s what we need from
him and I know he can give that to us.”

- Lightning head coach Barry Melrose, 
to CBC Sports, June 25, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

RW Martin St. Louis, 33,
reached the 50-assist and 80-
point marks for the third time
in the past four seasons in
2007-08, ranking second on
the Lightning with 83 points
(25 goals, 58 assists) in 82
games. He also topped all
NHL forwards in average ice
time per game (24:17). In
2006-07, St. Louis had set

career highs in goals (43), assists (59) and points (102)
– numbers that eclipsed his Hart and Art Ross Trophy-
winning campaign in 2003-04.

“So what am I fighting now? I'm fighting my age.
First I was too small, and now I'm too old, right?
It’s always going to be something.”

- Martin St. Louis, to the St. Petersburg 
Times, Jan. 14, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

D Andrej Meszaros, 22, has
yet to miss a game in his ca-
reer, playing all 82 games in
each of his first three NHL
seasons with the Ottawa Sena-
tors. He ranked second among
Senators defensemen in scor-
ing last season with 36 points
(nine goals, 27 assists),
notched a career-high six
power-play goals, placed third
on the club in blocked shots
(100) and was fifth in average ice time per game
(21:02). In 2005-06 he was voted to the NHL’s All-
Rookie Team after posting career highs in goals (10),
assists (29), points (39) and plus-minus (+34).

“Andrej has a strong all-around game, he com-
petes, he moves the puck and he can handle big,
strong forwards defensively. Perhaps most impor-
tantly, we’re pleased to add a 22-year old player
with almost 250 NHL games already under his
belt.”

- Lightning Executive VP/Hockey Operations
Brian Lawton, Aug. 29, 2008.

•  •  •  • 
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C Steven Stamkos, 18, was
rated as the top junior
prospect in the 2008 Entry
Draft and was subsequently
selected first overall by
Tampa Bay. Stamkos ranked
second in the Ontario
Hockey League last season
with 58 goals and fifth in
points with 105 in 61 games
with the Sarnia Sting. His
nine game-winning goals

were tied for second in the OHL, his 23 power-play
goals were third and his five shorthanded goals tied for
fifth. He scored 11 goals, including four in Game 4 of
Sarnia’s first-round match-up with the Windsor Spit-
fires, in nine games during the 2008 OHL Playoffs.
The Scarborough, Ont. native was one of two 17-year-
old players named to Canada’s 2008 World Junior
Championship team. He recorded a goal and six points
in his first appearance at the tournament as Canada
went on to capture the gold medal.

Stamkos played in 124 games during his two-season
OHL career, recording 197 points (100 goals, 97 as-
sists). In 2006-07 he was the runner-up for the OHL’s
Rookie of the Year award behind Patrick Kane of the
London Knights, who went on to the capture the
Calder Trophy as the NHL’s top rookie in 2007-08
with the Chicago Blackhawks. Stamkos also captured
the Bobby Smith Trophy as the OHL’s scholastic
player of the year, presented to the player who best
combines high standards of play and academic excel-
lence.

“With Steven, you talk about him as a player and
as a person, and sometimes people I talk to are
probably thinking, ‘Come on, this kid can’t be that
good.’ But the bottom line is, he is. Combine that
with his talent on the ice and I'm sure some peo-
ple shake their head at what I said, but he is very
humble. He’s a very grounded young man. He
loves to play the game. He has a smile on his face
all the time. He’s very popular with his team-
mates. Steven is just a kid that, people take to
him, whether it’s at the rink, here with the team or
in school, people just gravitate toward him.”

- OHL Sarnia Sting GM Alan Millar, to the 
Tampa Tribune, June 15, 2008.

“He’s like those Bugs Bunny cartoons. He’s every-
where. You look out and he’s the first guy on the
forecheck, and you look in your own zone and he’s
the first guy back.”

- Hockey Canada chief scout Al Murray, to 
the National Post, June 19, 2008. 

•  •  •  • 

The Lightning have acquired valuable veteran leader-
ship by signing LW Gary Roberts, 42, and RW Mark
Recchi, 40.

Renowned for his work ethic
and commitment to physical
fitness, Roberts tallied 15
points (three goals, 12 as-
sists) in 38 games with the
Penguins in 2007-08, his 21st
NHL season. He suffered a
broken fibula against Buffalo
Dec. 29, an injury that side-
lined him until the final game
of the regular season Apr. 6
against Philadelphia.

Despite his absence from all but one NHL game since
late December, Roberts scored two goals, including the
game-winner 1:08 into the first period, in the Pen-
guins’ 4-0 victory over the Ottawa Senators in Game 1
of their opening-round series. He became the oldest
player in League history to record a multiple-goal
game in the Stanley Cup Playoffs (41 years, 322 days).

Recchi, who will skate in his
19th NHL season, tallied 48
points (14 goals, 34 assists)
with Pittsburgh and Atlanta in
2007-08, finishing second on
the Thrashers in scoring. He
has recorded 1,381 career
points (522 goals, 859 assists)
in 1,410 games. He is tied for
25th place on the all-time
games list with Norm Ullman.

•  •  •  • 



The Lightning’s gamble in
acquiring the negotiating
rights to LW Ryan Malone
before the July 1 free agency
paid off when he signed a
seven-year deal with the club
June 30. Malone set career
highs for goals (27), assists
(24), points (51), power-play
goals (11) and game-winning
goals (six) with Pittsburgh in

2007-08, leading the club in game-winning goals and
ranking fourth in goals and average ice time (19:04).

The 6-4, 224-lb. Pittsburgh native’s ice time and scor-
ing increased dramatically during the second half of
the season: after scoring 18 points (10 goals, eight as-
sists) in his first 42 games, he recorded 33 points (17
goals, 16 assists) over his final 35 contests. He re-
ceived 20-or-more minutes in ice time just twice in the
season’s first half but played 20-or-more minutes in 29
of his last 36 games. Malone ranked second on the
team with 138 hits and tallied a pair of shorthanded
goals, moving into a tie for fifth place on the club’s all-
time list (11).

Malone also appeared in 20 playoff games, contribut-
ing 16 points (six goals, 10 assists) during the Pen-
guins’ run to the Stanley Cup Final. He averaged 20
minutes in ice per game during the Final despite hav-
ing his nose broken twice – from being checked by
Detroit’s Niklas Kronwall in Game 1 and taking a
puck in the face in Game 5.

“He’s really made a name for himself as a power for-
ward and a tough guy to play against. He has shown
he can play a physical game and a finesse game at the
same time. He has really established himself as a guy
who is hard to move [in front of the net] and a guy who
can make you pay if you don’t cover him there.”

- Pittsburgh Penguins C Sidney Crosby,       
Mar. 20, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

G Olaf Kolzig, 38, joins the
Lightning from the Washing-
ton Capitals, the club that
drafted him with the 19th
overall pick in the 1989
Entry Draft and where he had
been a starter for more than a
decade. Kolzig left Washing-
ton holding virtually every
franchise career goaltending
record, including games
(711), victories (301), min-

utes (41,259) and shutouts (35).

Kolzig posted a 25-21-6 record with a 2.91 goals-
against average and .892 save percentage in 54 games
in 2007-08.
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WHO’S THE STORY

New head coach Ron Wilson
moves to Toronto from San
Jose, where under his guid-
ance the Sharks became the
only NHL team to win a
playoff series in each of the
past four seasons. In his four
full seasons behind the
Sharks bench, the team ad-
vanced to the Western Con-
ference Final for the first

time in 2004, and reached the Conference Semifinals
in 2006, 2007 and 2008. His teams garnered two Pa-
cific Division championships (2004 and 2008); twice
finished second in their division, and twice posted the
second-best point total in the conference. The only
club to have appeared in more Stanley Cup playoff
rounds than the Sharks (nine) since 2004 are the Stan-
ley Cup champion Detroit Red Wings (10).

Wilson has his roots in the southern Ontario region,
having been born in Windsor and raised in Fort Erie
before moving to the United States. After a standout
playing career at Providence College, Wilson spent
parts of three NHL seasons with the Maple Leafs in
the late 1970s.

Wilson has posted a career 518-426-147 record with
the Sharks, Anaheim Ducks and Washington Capitals
in 14 seasons as an NHL head coach, ranking 10th on
the all-time victories list and second among active
coaches behind Calgary’s Mike Keenan (626). Wilson
also coached the U.S. to the 1996 World Cup of
Hockey title and guided the Capitals to the Stanley
Cup Final in 1998.

“Being somewhere where everyone is very pas-
sionate about the sport and then some, that intrigues
me. For my own personal circle in the game, it kind
of completes it in a way. I started with the Leafs and
now hopefully my career will end with the Leafs ...
This is the team I dreamed of when I was a kid
growing up. I had always wanted to play for the
Leafs and I did for a short period of time. Now by
chance or fate, I get to coach them for a while.”

- Ron Wilson, to the Canadian Press, 
June 10, 2008.
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KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
June 10: Named Ron Wilson head coach.
June 20: Acquired RW Jamal Mayers from St. Louis

for a 3rd-round pick in 2008.
June 20: Selected D Luke Schenn (Kelowna, WHL)

fifth overall in 2008 Entry Draft.
July 1: Signed D Jeff Finger, LW Niklas Hagman

and G Curtis Joseph.
July 3: Acquired C Mikhail Grabovski from Montreal

for the rights to D Greg Pateryn and a 2nd-round
pick in 2010.

July 3: Re-signed C Dominic Moore.
July 7: Re-signed C Matt Stajan.
July 8: Named Joe Nieuwendyk special assistant to

the general manager.
July 14: Acquired LW Ryan Hollweg from NY

Rangers for a 5th-round pick in 2009.
July 15: Re-signed RW Ben Ondrus.
July 22: Named Tim Hunter and Rob Zettler assis-

tant coaches.
Sept. 2: Acquired D Mike Van Ryn from Florida for D

Bryan McCabe and Toronto’s 4th-round pick in the
2010 Entry Draft.

TORONTO

MAPLE LEAFS
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LW Jason Blake, 34, was
awarded the Bill Masterton
Memorial Trophy in 2007-08
for perseverance, sportsman-
ship and dedication to
hockey. Last October, Blake
was diagnosed with chronic
myelogenous leukemia
(CML), a rare but treatable
form of cancer. Nonetheless,
the Hibbing, Minn. native
completed the season as one

of only three players to appear in all 82 Maple Leafs
games. Blake hosted a leukeamia awareness night at
Air Canada Centre in January and donated $1,000 per
goal and $500 per assist during the month to the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society of Canada.

In 2006-07, Blake set career highs and led the New
York Islanders in goals (40), points (69), power-play
goals (14), game-winning goals (seven) and shots
(305). Blake went undrafted following an All-Ameri-
can collegiate career at the University of North
Dakota. He was signed as a free agent by Los Angeles
in April, 1999 and was dealt to the Islanders for a 2002
fifth-round draft choice in January, 2001.

•  •  •  • 

D Tomas Kaberle finished
third on the Maple Leafs in
scoring and reached the 50-
point plateau for the third
consecutive season in 2007-
08, tallying 53 points (eight
goals, 45 assists) in 82 games.
He earned his second consec-
utive and third career trip to
the NHL All-Star Game and
captured the shooting accu-
racy competition at NHL 

SuperSkills, hitting eight targets in nine attempts.

Kaberle, entering his 10th season with Toronto, ranks
fourth on the Maple Leafs’ all-time scoring list
among defensemen with 402 points (69 goals, 333 
assists), trailing only Borje Salming (768), Tim Horton
(458) and Ian Turnbull (414). He is the 19th player in
franchise history to record 400 career points for the
Maple Leafs.

G Vesa Toskala, 31, had a
successful debut season in
Toronto, posting a 33-25-6
record, 2.74 goals-against av-
erage, .904 save percentage
and three shutouts in 66 ap-
pearances. He established ca-
reer highs in games and
victories. Toskala started 30
consecutive games from Jan-
uary 23 to March 29, earning
a record of 17-11-2 in that

span, and posted a career-high shutout streak of 141:47
from Nov. 10-20. 

In 2005-06, his first season as a number one goaltender
in the NHL with the San Jose Sharks, the Tampere,
Finland native went 23-7-4 with a 2.56 goals-against
average and two shutouts in 37 regular-season games.
Toskala also started all 11 of the Sharks’ postseason
contests that year, going 6-5 with a 2.45 GAA and one
shutout.

In 181 career regular-season games with San Jose and
Toronto, Toskala has fashioned a 98-53-16 record with
11 shutouts.

•  •  •  • 

D Jeff Finger, 28, moves to
Toronto from Colorado,
where he averaged 19:57 of
ice time in 72 games for the
Avalanche in the 2007-08
regular season and he led the
club with a 22:05 figure in
five Stanley Cup playoff
games. He collected 19 regu-
lar-season points (eight
goals, 11 assists) and a +12
rating, which was fourth-best

on the Avalanche. He led all Colorado defensemen in
goals and was first on the team with 121 hits. The Ava-
lanche had a record of 52-32-10 since Finger’s NHL
debut on Feb. 17, 2007, with the Houghton, Mich. na-
tive posting a +22 rating in 94 NHL games Finger was
Colorado’s eighth-round selection, 240th overall, in
the 1999 Entry Draft.



“It’s exciting. It’s nerve wracking. It’s scary in
some ways to go to a market like this, but I'm just
really excited and anxious to get up there and to
prove myself in a market of this caliber. It’s the
biggest hockey market in the world, bar none. It’s
going to definitely be exciting. When things go good,
it’s great there. When they go bad, it’s really tough.
The only thing that is going to talk is my play.”

- Jeff Finger, July 8, 2008.

“I faced Finger last year and in the Western Con-
ference he was the most improved defenseman
from the beginning of the season to the end. He
was the defenseman that played heads up with Joe
Thornton and he did a really good job.”

- Maple Leafs head coach Ron Wilson, 
July 8, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

LW Niklas Hagman, 28, reg-
istered career-high totals in
goals (27) and points (41) for
Dallas in 2007-08, his sixth
NHL season, and led the Stars
with eight game-winning
goals and four shorthanded
goals. He tied for second on
the club in goals and ranked
fifth in points. Hagman’s ap-
pearance in the Leafs’ open-
ing-night lineup will mark his
200th consecutive regular-season game.

•  •  •  • 

The Maple Leafs have
brought back one of their
most popular players in re-
cent years with the free agent
signing of G Curtis Joseph,
41, who backstopped Toronto
to the Eastern Conference
Final in 1998 and 2002.
Joseph sat out most of last
season before signing with
the Calgary Flames and put-
ting up a 3-2-0 record in nine

appearances. He also appeared in two playoff games.
Joseph has appeared in 922 NHL career regular-season
games for St. Louis, Edmonton, Toronto, Detroit,

Phoenix and Calgary, ranking fifth on the all-time list
behind Patrick Roy (1,029), Terry Sawchuk (971),
Martin Brodeur (968) and Ed Belfour (963). He is
fourth all-time in victories (449), trailing Roy (551),
Brodeur (538) and Belfour (484).

“He’s going to be there to support Vesa [Toskala]
and be a leader in the room, which he is. It’s not just
about goaltending. He’s to be a veteran backup
goalie and if need be, be called upon to be a No.1
guy.”

- Maple Leafs head coach Ron Wilson, to the
Toronto Star, Sept. 4, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

The Maple Leafs entered the 2008 Entry Draft owning
the seventh overall selection but traded up to grab D
Luke Schenn, 18, with the
fifth overall pick. Schenn
spent the past three seasons
with the WHL Kelowna Rock-
ets and represented Canada at
the eight-game 2007 Summit
Series against Russian juniors
and at the 2008 World Junior
Championships.

“When we were at the world
juniors, Luke was a real
leader. He’s a physical competitor out there. And
man, can he smoke people.”

- Tampa Bay Lightning C Steven Stamkos, to 
the Toronto Sun, June 22, 2008. Stamkos 
and Schenn were teammates on Canada’s 
2008 World Junior Championship team.

•  •  •  • 

SAVE THE DATES
NOVEMBER 22, 2008 
& JANUARY 31, 2009
The Maple Leafs will honor
two of their all-time greats in
special ceremonies this sea-
son. Wendel Clark (#17) and Doug Gilmour (#93) will
have their banners raised in pre-game ceremonies on
Nov. 22 game against Chicago and Jan. 31 against
Pittsburgh, respectively.
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WASHINGTON

CAPITALS

WHO’S THE STORY

LW Alex Ovechkin, who
turns 23 on Sept. 17, capped
an award-filled 2007-08 sea-
son last June by winning his
first career Hart Trophy as
the NHL MVP. Ovechkin
had joined an elite group of
players who, in the same
season, won the Art Ross
Trophy for the NHL scoring
championship as well as the
Maurice Richard Trophy for

being the League’s top goal scorer. Ovechkin won the
Art Ross Trophy by finishing the season with 112
points (65 goals, 47 assists), six more than Pittsburgh
Penguins C Evgeni Malkin  (47-59–106) and 14 more
than Calgary Flames RW Jarome Iginla (50-48–98).

Ovechkin scored 51 of his goals in the 61 games after
Bruce Boudreau was named head coach and set the
single-season NHL record for goals by a left wing, sur-

passing the 63 Luc Robitaille ran up with the Los An-
geles Kings in 1992-93. His 65 goals for the season
were the most an NHL player has scored since Mario
Lemieux in 1995-96. Only 10 players in hockey his-
tory have ever scored more. Ovechkin became only the
sixth player in the past 37 years and the first Russian-
born player ever to lead the League in goals and
points in the same season, joining a group that in-
cludes Wayne Gretzky, Mario Lemieux, Phil Esposito,
Jarome Iginla and Guy Lafleur. He also led the NHL in
power-play goals (22) and game-winning goals (11).

In his Stanley Cup Playoff debut, Ovechkin led the
Capitals in scoring with nine points (four goals, five
assists) in seven games during their first-round series
against Philadelphia. His first three goals came in the
third period; two were game-winners.

Ovechkin has earned First Team honors in each of his
first three full NHL seasons, the first player to do so
since Detroit Red Wings goaltender Terry Sawchuk
from 1950-51 through 1952-53.

“What I like about Ovie is, winning, losing, we’re
ahead by five, we’re down by five, he always plays
the same way – with heart and determination. We
all feed off that. When you have a guy like that on
your team, it’s almost like anything’s possible, you
know?”

- Capitals RW Matt Bradley, to 
The Associated Press, Apr. 7, 2008.

“In today’s era, where every game he plays, every
shift he takes, the other team’s top defensive pair-
ing and top defensive line is against him, and in
every game, the other teams are talking about fo-
cusing on checking Alex Ovechkin. And then he'll
go out and look what he’s done - quite amazing.”

- Capitals head coach Bruce Boudreau, to 
the Globe and Mail, Apr. 5, 2008.

KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
May 22: Signed 2007 1st-round pick (5th overall), D

Karl Alzner.
May 27: Re-signed RW Matt Bradley.
July 1: Re-signed D Mike Green.
July 1: Signed G Jose Theodore.
July 3: Signed C Keith Aucoin.
July 9: Re-signed C Brooks Laich.
July 10: Re-signed RW Eric Fehr.
July 11: Re-signed C/RW Boyd Gordon.
July 14: Re-signed C Sergei Fedorov.
July 26: Re-signed D Shaone Morrisonn.
Aug. 6: Re-signed C David Steckel.



51

Head coach Bruce Boudreau
brought more than 1,000
games of minor-league coach-
ing experience to his first NHL
assignment behind the bench
and led the Capitals to one of
the most dramatic turnarounds
in League history in 2007-08.
Named head coach Nov. 22
with the 6-14-1 Capitals at the
bottom of the Eastern Confer-

ence standings, Boudreau led his club to a 37-17-7
mark the rest of the way – capped by seven consecu-
tive victories to close the season – and captured the
Southeast Division title in the season’s final game. 
He became the fastest Capitals coach to 20 victories
(34 games) and 30 victories (53 games) in franchise
history.

“For those who know him, we’re not surprised by his
success. I like him because he’s real. He is what he is,
and he does what he does. We both like to play our
game with our foot on the gas. We want to let our play-
ers play and have fun and we'll deal with the mistakes.
We don’t want to be cautious; we want to play the
game. Bruce has come to the right team at the right
time.”

- Red Wings head coach Mike Babcock, to 
the Washington Post, June 13, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

Considered among the best
players outside the NHL prior
to last season, C Nicklas
Backstrom, 20, confirmed
his status as one of the
League’s most prized rookies
in 2007-08. Backstrom fin-
ished the season second
among NHL rookie scorers
with 69 points (14 goals, 55
assists) in 82 games, three
points behind Chicago’s

Patrick Kane. Backstrom was the League’s Rookie of
the Month for December and tallied 17 points (five
goals, 12 assists) and a +16 rating in his last 17 out-
ings. His point total was the second-highest by a Capi-
tals rookie in franchise history behind Alex Ovechkin’s

106 in 2005-06 and he set the club record for rookie
assists, one more than Ovechkin’s 54.

The Gavle, Sweden native was the fourth player se-
lected in the 2006 Entry Draft. He represented Sweden
in three World Championships and two World Junior
Championships, and was the leading scorer for Brynas
in the Swedish Elite League in the two seasons prior to
his move to the NHL.

BACKSTROM’S SCORING, PLUS-MINUS

BREAKDOWN IN 2007-08

First 21 games: 1-8–9 -5
Last 61 games: 13-47–60 +18

•  •  •  • 

D Mike Green, 22, led all
NHL defensemen in goals
with 18 in 2007-08 and ranked
seventh in points with 56, be-
coming the highest-scoring
Capitals defenseman since
Sergei Gonchar had 18 goals
and 67 points in 2002-03.
Green, who starred for head
coach Bruce Boudreau during
the Hershey Bears’ run to the
AHL championship in 2005-
06, tallied 15 goals and 49 points in 61 games after
Boudreau took over as head coach Nov. 22.

Green and Alex Ovechkin became the first team-
mates to lead the NHL in goals among defensemen
and all players, respectively, since Hockey Hall of
Famers Paul Coffey and Mario Lemieux did so for
the Pittsburgh Penguins in 1988-89.

The 6-1, 208-lb. Calgary native registered the biggest
point increase among all NHL players from 2006-07
to 2007-08 (among players who played in at least 60
games). Green’s 44-point increase came after totaling
56 points (18-38–56) this season as compared to 12
points (2-10–12) in 2006-07. His 44-point increase
was seven points better than Montreal Alex Kovalev’s
37-point increase.
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Green’s breakthrough season continued in the postsea-
son, as he became just the fourth defenseman in Stan-
ley Cup history to score two or more goals in his first
playoff game. He went on to rank third on the club in
scoring with seven points (three goals, four assists) in
seven games and logged a team-high 26:58 in average
ice time per game.

GREEN’S SCORING, PLUS-MINUS IN 2007-08

First 21 games: 3-4–7 -8
Last 61 games: 15-34–49 +14

“This year, from the start of the season to the fin-
ish has been like night and day. We were down, we
had to face adversity and come back, and then
fight for our lives in the playoffs. That’s not some-
thing a player goes through every year. What I’ve
gained from this season – and it’s almost been like
three seasons – has been incredible.”

- Mike Green, July 1, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

G Jose Theodore, who
turned 32 on Sept. 13, fash-
ioned one of the top come-
back stories of the season in
2007-08, posting a 28-21-3
record with a 2.44 goals-
against average, .910 save
percentage and three shutouts
in 53 games with the Col-
orado Avalanche. He reached
the 20-win mark for the first
time since 2003-04 and for

the fifth time in his NHL career. Theodore posted a 6-1
record in shootouts last season and has a 9-2 career
shootout mark.

Theodore was one of the NHL’s top goaltenders over
the second half of the season; he went 12-4-1 with a
2.27 goals-against average in his last 18 starts and
posted the NHL’s fifth-lowest goals-against average
(2.24) from Jan. 1 to the end of the regular season.
Theodore started 20 of the Avalanche’s final 21 regu-
lar-season games and 26 of the last 28, including a
streak of six consecutive victories from Feb. 26 - Mar. 8
– his longest winning streak since a seven-game string
during his Hart Trophy campaign with Montreal in
2001-02.

Theodore was a standout in Colorado’s six-game series
victory over Minnesota in the opening round of the
2008 Stanley Cup Playoffs, posting a 4-2 record with a
1.88 goals-against average and .940 save percentage.

“I feel like I’m 22 right now instead of 32. 
I’m excited.”

- Jose Theodore, July 11, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

C Sergei Fedorov, 38, enters
his first full season in Wash-
ington and the 18th of his
NHL career. Fedorov played
in 18 games for Washington
in 2007-08 after being ac-
quired by the Capitals from
Columbus at the trade dead-
line. He tallied two goals and
11 assists as a Capital and
scored the game-winning
goal in the final game of the

season against Florida that propelled Washington to
the Southeast Division title. Fedorov had one goal and
four assists in seven playoff games for Washington.

The six-time NHL All-Star won three Stanley Cups as
a member of the Detroit Red Wings (1997, ‘98 and
2002), won the Hart Trophy as the League MVP in
1994 and won the Selke Trophy as the NHL’s top de-
fensive forward in 1994 and 1996.

Fedorov has appeared in 1,196 games – the most ever
for a Russian-trained player – and has tallied 1,146
points (472 goals, 674 assists) with Detroit, Anaheim,
Columbus and Washington. He has won three Stanley
Cups, one Hart Trophy as NHL MVP, two Selke Tro-
phies as the League’s top defensive forward and has
made six All-Star Game appearances. Fedorov’s career
plus/minus rating of +257 ranks first among all active
forwards.

“What he brings to the club extends beyond the
rink. He is a leader and a player that everyone on
our team wanted back.”

- Capitals GM George McPhee, 
July 14, 2008.
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D Karl Alzner, who will
turn 20 on Sept. 24, was the
Capitals’ first choice, fifth
overall, in the 2007 Entry
Draft and is rated as Wash-
ington’s top prospect by The
Hockey News and Hockey’s
Future. He completed his
fourth season with the WHL
Calgary Hitmen in 20007-08
and was named the WHL
Player of the Year and De-

fenseman of the Year. The captain of the Hitmen,
Alzner recorded 36 points (seven goals, 29 assists) and
a +26 rating in 60 games in the regular season.

A two-time gold medalist at the IIHF World Junior
Championship with Canada, Alzner captained the
Canadian team in 2007-08 and was named one of the
team’s top three players by the coaching staff. Alzner
also represented Canada in the eight-game Super Se-
ries against Russia last September.

•  •  •  • 

LW Alexander Semin, 24,
ranked second on the Capi-
tals with 26 goals in 2007-08
despite missing 19 games.
He scored 24 goals in his last
46 games and went on to
place second on the club in
playoff scoring with eight
points (three goals, five as-
sists) in seven games.

In 2006-07, Semin returned
to the NHL after spending two seasons in Russia and
more than tripled his goal and point totals from his
rookie NHL campaign in 2003-04, posting 38-33–71.

•  •  •  • 

RW Chris Clark, 32, missed
55 of the last 56 regular-sea-
son games in 2007-08 with a
groin injury and vows to be
ready for the 2008-09 cam-
paign. Clark was named the
13th captain in Capitals his-
tory just prior to the 2006-07
season and he responded with
a career year, tallying 30 goals
and 54 points, well above his
previous highs of 20 and 39
set with Washington in 2005-06.

•  •  •  • 

SAVE THE DATE

DECEMBER 28, 2008
The Capitals will retire Mike
Gartner’s #11 jersey at a 
ceremony before the team’s
game against Toronto on 
Sunday, Dec. 28. Gartner, a
member of the Hockey Hall 
of Fame, ranks second in 
Capitals history in goals (397),
assists (392) and points (789).
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WHO’S THE STORY

G Jean-Sebastien Giguere,
31, established single-season
franchise records for goals-
against average (2.12) and
save percentage (.922) in
2007-08, ranking second and
third among NHL goal-
tenders, respectively. With 35
victories, he finished one 
victory shy of tying the 
franchise record for wins in a
season he set in 2006-07.

Giguere won 14 of his last 18 regular-season contests
(14-2-2), posting a 1.48 goals-against average and .944
save percentage in that span.

Giguere is one of only seven goaltenders to record 30
or more victories in each of the past three seasons and,
with 152, ranks fourth among goaltenders for most
victories over the past five campaigns.

MOST VICTORIES, PAST FIVE SEASONS
214 Martin Brodeur, New Jersey
179 Marty Turco, Dallas
162 Roberto Luongo, Vancouver
152 Jean-Sebastien Giguere, Anaheim

Tomas Vokoun, Florida

The Montreal native led the Ducks to the 2007 Stanley
Cup by posting a 13-4 record in the playoffs. He ap-
peared in 18 post-season games during the champi-
onship run, recording a 1.97 goals-against average and
.922 save percentage.

Giguere boasts a career playoff record of 33-17 with a
2.10 goals-against average and .925 save percentage.
His playoff overtime record is 12-1 with one goal
against in 250:47 and a .990 save percentage (101
saves on 102 shots).

•  •  •  • 

6-6, 213-lb. D Chris Pronger,
33, returns for his 16th NHL
season. Pronger finished the
2007-08 regular season ranked
sixth in the NHL in average
ice time per game (26:00), in-
cluding eight games logging
more than 30 minutes – seven
of which came prior to Scott
Niedermayer’s return to action
on Dec. 16. Pronger reached
the 40-point mark for the eighth time in the past nine
seasons, posting 12-31–43 in 72 games. He needs 60
games to reach the NHL Milestone of 1,000.

Pronger was dominant in helping the Ducks capture
their first Stanley Cup in 2006-07, playing an average
of 30:11 per game in 20 postseason games and ranking

KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
April 29: Re-signed C Ryan Carter.
June 11: Re-signed G Jonas Hiller.
June 25: Re-signed C Brian Sutherby.
July 1: Re-signed RW Corey Perry.
July 7: Signed G David LeNeveu.
July 8: Signed C Brendan Morrison.
July 11: Signed D Steve Montador.
July 22: Signed LW Josh Green and C Eric Boguniecki.
July 23: Re-signed head coach Randy Carlyle

ANAHEIM

DUCKS
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fourth on the club in scoring with 15 points (three
goals, 12 assists) in 19 games.

In 2005-06, Pronger led the Edmonton Oilers to the
2006 Stanley Cup Final, finishing first in scoring
among all NHL blueliners (and third among all play-
ers) with 5-16–21 in 24 postseason games. His 21
playoff points were the most by a defenseman in the
playoffs since 1994, when Brian Leetch had 34 for the
New York Rangers.

“I’m just a competitor and have always strived to
be the best. I’ve got a lot of hockey left in the tank,
no doubt about that. I don’t think you’re ever re-
ally done learning the game or improving. Maybe
when you do, then it’s time to pack it in, but
there’s always a level that you want to reach and
strive to get to. You want perfection.”

- Chris Pronger, Jan. 16, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

C Ryan Getzlaf, 23, led the
Ducks in scoring in 2007-08
with 82 points (24 goals, 58
assists) and posted a team-
best +32 rating in 77 games.
Getzlaf ranked third in the
NHL among scorers aged 22
and younger, trailing Wash-
ington’s Alex Ovechkin
(112) and Pittsburgh’s
Evgeni Malkin (106), who
ranked 1-2 in the League

overall. He set a franchise single-season record for
most assists by a Ducks center, surpassing the mark set
by Andy McDonald on two occasions, most recently in
2006-07 (51).

Getzlaf recorded a career-high 15-game point streak
(6-16–22) from Dec. 22 to Jan. 23, tying for the sec-
ond-longest point streak in franchise history and the
longest by a Duck since Teemu Selanne registered
points in 17 consecutive games from Feb. 3 to Mar. 10,
1999 (15-14–29).

In 2006-07, just his second NHL campaign, Getzlaf led
the Ducks in postseason scoring en route to the Stanley
Cup. Getzlaf tallied 17 points (seven goals, 10 assists)

in 21 games, eclipsing his 2006 postseason points total
by 10. He tied for second League-wide in game-win-
ning goals with three.

•  •  •  • 

RW Corey Perry, 23, estab-
lished career highs in most
offensive categories in 2007-
08, including goals (29),
points (54), plus/minus
(+12), power-play goals (11),
game-winning goals (4) and
shots (200), and was selected
to play in the NHL All-Star
Game for the first time.

Perry won his first Stanley
Cup with the Ducks in 2007, playing in all 21 of Ana-
heim’s postseason games. He concluded the 2007 play-
offs tied for second in club history for most points in a
single postseason (6-9–15) and tied for seventh in the
NHL in scoring. Among all active NHL players aged
23 or younger, only Perry (21 points), Pittsburgh’s
Evgeni Malkin (26), Carolina’s Eric Staal (28), Ana-
heim teammate Ryan Getzlaf (29) and Pittsburgh’s
Sidney Crosby (32) have at least 20 career playoff
points.

In addition to being linemates in Anaheim, Perry
and Getzlaf were teammates on Canada’s gold-
medal team at the 2005 World Junior Champi-
onship, were selected in first round of the 2003
Entry Draft (Getzlaf 19th, Perry 28th) and were
born less than one week apart (Getzlaf 5/10/85 in
Regina, Sask., Perry 5/16/85 in Peterborough, Ont.)

“He’s a true Duck, a hard-nosed goal-scorer
who’s difficult to play against.”

- Ducks GM Brian Burke, July 1, 2008.

•  •  •  • 
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Contemplating retirement
following his Conn Smythe
Trophy win as playoff MVP
in Anaheim’s first Stanley
Cup championship in 2006-
07, D Scott Niedermayer
announced his return to the
Ducks on Dec. 5, was placed
on the active roster Dec. 15
and made his 2007-08 debut
Dec. 16. The Ducks posted
the NHL’s best points per-

centage after Niedermayer’s return (32-12-4, .708).

Niedermayer has won four Stanley Cup championships
since making his NHL debut with the New Jersey Dev-
ils during the 1991-92 season. He is the only player in
hockey history to have won a Stanley Cup, Olympic
Gold Medal, World Championship, World Cup, Me-
morial Cup and World Junior title.

“We let him do his thing. He has the freedom to
go out and play. There are not many players in the
league, and coaches who allow players to do that.
We have a system that we play, too, and expecta-
tions are that everybody stays within those pa-
rameters. But in reality, we allow Scotty
Niedermayer to just go out and play. He can be
here on the power play, he can be there on the
power play. He can be anywhere he wants to be,
because history has shown … that he has the abil-
ity to recover when he does make a mistake.”

- Ducks head coach Randy Carlyle, to the 
National Post, Dec. 28, 2007.

“It’s great just having a guy like that with his ex-
perience, the way he can skate and move the puck.
And the confidence level that guys have when he’s
on the ice. You can just see the last couple games
with him out there the way guys are a little bit
more relaxed.”

- Ducks D Chris Pronger, to the 
Los Angeles Times, Dec. 20, 2007.

•  •  •  • 

C Brendan Morrison, 33, re-
joins the Brian Burke-David
Nonis management team, for
whom he played for several
seasons as a member of the
Vancouver Canucks. Morrison
tallied 25 points (nine goals,
16 assists) in 39 games for the
Canucks in an injury-short-
ened 2007-08 – he had played
in all 82 regular-season con-
tests in six of the prior seven
NHL campaigns, appearing in 542 consecutive games
from 2000 to 2007. He was the active NHL “Iron
Man” until Dec. 10, 2007 when he suffered a wrist 
injury and ultimately missed 38 games.

“I’ve been with those guys, Burke and Dave com-
bined, for eight years. Those are the guys that
brought me into Vancouver from New Jersey back
in 2000 and really gave me a tremendous oppor-
tunity to come into a good situation with a young
core group of guys and play ... I talked to these
guys right on Day 1 and they said they were look-
ing for that second-line center to come in, provide
some offense and fill that void. I’m ecstatic.”

- Brendan Morrison, July 8, 2008.

“What I think Brendan Morrison brings to our
group is a high hockey IQ, good foot speed and
he’s a good teammate. He’s very well-liked by his
teammates. He works hard ... He’s a Duck player.
He plays my style of hockey: up-tempo, puck pres-
sure, puck movement.”

- Ducks GM Brian Burke, July 8, 2008.

•  •  •  • 
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The Ducks are high on top
prospect RW Bobby Ryan,
21, selected second overall
after Sidney Crosby in the
2005 Entry Draft. Ryan aver-
aged better than a point per
game during the 2007-08
regular season with AHL
Portland (21-28–49 in 48
games), contributed 10
points (five goals, five as-
sists) in 23 games with the

Ducks and elevated his game in the AHL playoffs,
notching 8-12–20 in 16 games.

“There’s no doubt in my mind that he’s ready for
the NHL. It’s a process with any of these young
players. You can’t just go based on talent alone
and he’s got oodles of talent … What he did for us
in Portland last year in the playoffs, he basically
put the team on his back. The sign of a good
player, to me, is when he makes other players bet-
ter. He just turned the rest of our team into a real,
dynamic offensive team.”

- AHL Iowa Chops head coach Gord Dineen,
to XM Radio, Aug. 28, 2008. Dineen 
worked with Ryan as an assistant coach at 
AHL Portland last season.

•  •  •  • 

The Ducks added depth to
their blueline with the signing
of D Steve Montador, 28,
who set career highs in most
offensive categories with the
Florida Panthers last season,
including goals (eight), assists
(15), points (23) and shots
(96). Montador has played in
290 career NHL games with
the Calgary and Florida, col-
lecting 14-33–47.

•  •  •  • 

Only three NHL skaters saw
more ice time in 2007-08
than D Francois Beau-
chemin, 28, who saw action
for 2093:23 as one of three
Ducks to appear in all 82
games. The only players
who logged more total ice
time: Florida’s Jay
Bouwmeester (2252:28),
Calgary’s Dion Phaneuf
(2166:35) and Chicago’s

Duncan Keith (2096:02). Beauchemin ranked 11th
overall in average ice time per game (25:31).
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WHO’S THE STORY

RW Jarome Iginla, 31, re-
wrote the Flames record
book in 2007-08. He became
the franchise leader in career
games Nov. 29 with his
804th appearance, eclipsing
the record set by Al MacIn-
nis, and became the Flames’
all-time goal-scoring leader
March 10 with his 365th ca-
reer tally, passing Theoren
Fleury. Serving as Flames

captain since the start of the 2003-04 season, Iginla
also ranks among the franchise career leaders in points
(third, 762) and assists (fourth, 388).

Iginla was voted to the NHL’s First All-Star Team for
the second time, posting a career-best 98-point season

(50 goals, 48 assists). He finished third in the League
in goals and points and led the Flames in power-play
goals (15), game-winning goals (nine), plus-minus
(+27) and shots (338).

Iginla has won the Maurice Richard Trophy as the top
goal scorer (2002, 2004), the Lester B. Pearson Award
as the NHL’s MVP as voted by the players (2002), the
Art Ross Trophy as the NHL’s leading scorer (2002),
and the King Clancy Award for leadership and commu-
nity service (2004).

A mainstay representing his country for over a decade,
Iginla has won a World Junior Championship (1996),
World Championship (1997), Olympic gold medal
(2002) and World Cup of Hockey title (2004). 

“Raw power. Nothing fancy whatsoever. And he
does it year after year. He'll run you over. Or he'll
fight somebody. And then he'll score a goal. He does
pretty much everything you'd want a guy to do.”

- San Jose Sharks D Rob Blake, to the 
Calgary Herald, Jan. 4, 2008.

“If something is wrong or something needs saying
he always steps up and says something. He is al-
ways a leader that leads by example. Everyone
follows him. He works hard every day. He wants
to be the best. He is in great shape. When your
captain is in such good shape and works so hard,
it is something you learn from and something you
follow. As a young player coming up they can
watch him and know how much works has to be
done. They can learn what it takes. There’s proba-
bly not a better guy to learn from.”

- Columbus Blue Jackets LW Kristian 
Huselius, to the Calgary Sun, Jan. 14, 
2008. Huselius and Iginla were teammates 
with Calgary from 2005-06 through 2007-08.
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KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
June 20: Acquired C Mike Cammalleri from Los An-

geles for a 1st-round pick in 2008.
June 27: Re-signed C Craig Conroy, C Daymond

Langkow, LW Eric Nystrom and G Curtis McEl-
hinney.

July 1: Acquired LW Rene Bourque from Chicago for
a conditional draft pick.

July 1: Re-signed D Mark Giordano.
July 2: Re-signed D Jim Vandermeer.
July 2: Signed LW Curtis Glencross and LW Peter

Vandermeer.
July 7: Signed RW Todd Bertuzzi.
July 16: Signed C Jamie Lundmark.
July 21: Signed LW Andre Roy.

CALGARY

FLAMES
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Head coach Mike Keenan,
58, enters the 2008-09 season
sixth all-time in regular-sea-
son coaching victories (626),
trailing Scotty Bowman
(1,244), Al Arbour (781),
Dick Irvin (692) and Pat
Quinn (657). His 94 playoff
victories (94-73) are tied
with Quinn for fifth all-time.
During his 19 NHL seasons,
Keenan has made four Stan-

ley Cup Final appearances, capturing the champi-
onship with the New York Rangers in 1994. He was
named NHL coach of the year in 1985 after leading the
Philadelphia Flyers to the Final in his rookie season
and also reached the Final with the Flyers in 1987 and
with Chicago in 1992. 

•  •  •  • 

G Miikka Kiprusoff, 31,
surpassed his franchise
record of 74 appearances, set
in 2005-06 and 2006-07, by
playing in 76 games in 2007-
08. He backstopped the
Flames to their fourth con-
secutive playoff berth by
posting a 39-26-10 record
with a 2.69 goals-against av-
erage, .906 save percentage
and two shutouts.

Kiprusoff captured the Vezina Trophy in 2005-06 as
the League’s top goaltender after leading the NHL in
goals-against average (2.03) and shutouts (10) and
ranking second in victories (42). He tied for third place
with the New York Rangers’ Henrik Lundqvist in
2006-07 Vezina voting.

“On a game day, he can stretch out for about
three hours in total. Forty-five minutes before we
get out there, 45 minutes after a morning skate,
45 before the game and, people don’t know this,
he’s still in there stretching a long time after the
game when everybody else is gone. He knows the
importance of it.”

- Flames goaltending coach David Marcoux,
to the Calgary Herald, Nov. 4, 2007.

D Dion Phaneuf, 23, contin-
ued his impressive develop-
ment in his third NHL season,
leading Flames defensemen in
scoring with a career-high 60
points (17 goals, 43 assists) in
82 games. He led the Flames
in average ice time per game
(26:25) and hits (194), ranked
second on the club in shots
(263) and third in power-play
goals (10).

Phaneuf played 31:20 in the 2007-08 season opener
against the Flyers and was among the League leaders
all season, finishing with the fifth-highest average
(26:25). Only Florida’s Jay Bouwmeester (2,252:28)
played more total minutes than Phaneuf (2,166:35).

In 2005-06, Phaneuf became only the third rookie de-
fenseman in NHL history to tally 20 goals and finished
third in voting for the Calder Trophy as the League’s
top rookie. Phaneuf has scored 54 goals in his three
NHL seasons, the most in that span by any defense-
man. Thirty-nine of his 54 career tallies have come
with the man advantage.

“Dion sees the play in front of him so well. He
gets such great leverage from the bottom, from his
feet, up. And he steps in at just the right moment,
when a player is vulnerable. Just like Scott
Stevens. It’s an art. It really is, because if you're a
second or two late arriving, you're looking at a
penalty, not a clip on the TV highlights.”

- Flames assistant coach Jim Playfair, to 
ESPN.com, Jan. 3, 2008.

“Dion’s a unique guy. He never seems tired.
Other guys go in cycles, some days you feel great,
others you're recovering. He’s always going, he’s
talking, he’s yelling at guys in pre-game skates.
Listen to him in the shower right now ... it’s infec-
tious for our team.”

- Flames captain Jarome Iginla, to the 
Edmonton Journal, Jan. 14, 2008.

•  •  •  • 



Incoming C Mike Cammal-
leri hopes to reproduce his
form of 2006-07, when he set
career highs in goals (34), as-
sists (46), points (80), power-
play goals (16),
game-winning goals (five),
power-play points (37), plus-
minus (+5), shots (299) and
games (81) as a member of
the Los Angeles Kings.

In an injury-shortened 2007-08 season, Cammalleri
had 47 points (19 goals, 28 assists) in 63 games with
Los Angeles.

“I played on his wing and I instantly became a better
player. He’s a great playmaker. He can score. I've seen
him do a lot of amazing things out there.”
- Flames LW Eric Nystrom, to the Calgary Herald,
June 22, 2008. Nystrom played with Cammalleri at the
University of Michigan.

•  •  •  • 

C Daymond Langkow, 31,
continued his solid production
for the Flames in 2007-08.
Langkow tallied 30 goals for
the second consecutive sea-
son, notched the second-high-
est point total of his 11-year
NHL career (30-35–65) and
was second on the club in
plus-minus (+16) and power-
play goals (15), trailing cap-
tain Jarome Iginla’s +27 and 16, respectively. He has
averaged 67 points in his three seasons in Calgary and
has appeared in all but three games.

•  •  •  • 

A fixture on the Calgary blue-
line, 6-3, 225-lb. D Robyn
Regehr enters his eighth sea-
son with the Flames. The 28-
year old appeared in all 82
games in 2007-08 and ranked
third on the club in average
ice time per game (21:20), tied
for the lead in blocked shots
(88) tallied 20 points (five
goals, 15 assists) and posted a
+11 rating. Regehr was born
in Recife, Brazil and spent the initial years of his
childhood there before moving with his family to Ros-
thern, Sask. He was a first-round draft choice, 19th
overall, of the Colorado Avalanche in 1998 and was
acquired by the Flames in February, 1999 in a trade in-
volving Theoren Fleury.

•  •  •  • 
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C Matthew Lombardi, 26,
enters his fifth NHL season,
all with Calgary. The Mon-
treal native gives opposing
defensemen trouble with his
blazing speed and has be-
come the Flames’ top
penalty-killing forward, 
playing an average of 3:01
per game shorthanded in
2007-08.

“Actually, sometimes in practice it’s good to go
against him because you know you're gonna get
beat in those races. It’s a given. If you get beat by
somebody else, you get yelled at. You get beat by
him, it’s not so embarrassing.”

- Flames D Adrian Aucoin, to the 
Calgary Sun, Mar. 23, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

RW Todd Bertuzzi, 33, 
returns to the Northwest 
Division, where he played as 
a member of the Vancouver
Canucks from 1997-98
through 2005-06. The 6-3,
231-lb. Sudbury, Ont. native
has accumulated 580 points
(240 goals, 340 assists) in 793
games over the course of his
12 NHL seasons, including 40
points (14 goals, 26 assists) in
68 games with Anaheim in 2007-08. Bertuzzi has
recorded 50-plus points in six of his past eight seasons,
highlighted by a 97-point performance in 2002-03, and
has played in at least 68 games in six of his past eight
campaigns.
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WHO’S THE STORY

RW Patrick Kane, 19, cap-
tured the Calder Trophy as
the NHL’s outstanding rookie
in 2007-08, finishing the sea-
son as the League’s rookie
scoring leader and tops on
the Blackhawks with 72
points (21 goals, 51 assists)
in 82 games. Kane tallied 16
points last October, the most
by an NHL rookie in the sea-
son’s opening month since

1992-93. His shootout goal in his second career NHL
game, against childhood hero Dominik Hasek, gave
the Blackhawks their first victory of the season – a 4-3
decision over Detroit Oct. 6. Kane went on to earn a
share of the NHL lead for shootout goals (seven), con-
verting 78 percent of his attempts (seven of nine).

The Blackhawks selected Kane with the first overall
pick in the 2007 Entry Draft after he led all Canadian
Major Junior players with 145 points (62 goals, 83 as-
sists) in 58 games for the OHL London Knights. A na-
tive of Buffalo, N.Y., Kane captured several awards
during the 2006-07 OHL season, including: leading
scorer; rookie of the year; top draft prospect and first
team all-star.

On the international stage, Kane was one of the top
scorers at the 2008 World Championships, sharing the
Team USA lead with 10 points (three goals, seven as-
sists) in seven games, and at the 2007 World Junior
Championships with nine points (five goals, four as-
sists) in nine games as the U.S. team captured the
bronze medal.

“You kind of forget that he’s 19. People ask me,
‘What’s he like?' He’s a normal kid. He’s just a
kid who happens to be one hell of a hockey
player.”

- Blackhawks assistant GM Stan Bowman, to 
the Buffalo News, Dec. 15, 2007. Kane 
billeted at Bowman’s home during his 
rookie season.

“People mention my size, but if I was 6-foot-2,
220 pounds, maybe I wouldn’t be the same player
I am today. I'm just thankful for everything 
I have.”

- Patrick Kane, to the Philadelphia Inquirer, 
Dec. 16, 2008.

•  •  •  • 
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CHICAGO

BLACKHAWKS
KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
May 21: Re-signed RW Adam Burish, RW Dustin

Byfuglien and D James Wisniewski.
June 23: Re-signed LW Andrew Ladd.
July 1: Signed D Brian Campbell and G Cristobal

Huet.
July 7: Signed D Matt Walker.
July 15: Re-signed C Colin Fraser.
July 15: Signed D Doug Janik and D Aaron Johnson.
July 21: Re-signed G Corey Crawford.
July 23: Named Mike Haviland assistant coach.
July 31: Named Scotty Bowman senior advisor to

Hockey Operations.



July’s inaugural Blackhawks
Convention got off to a rous-
ing start when C Jonathan
Toews, 20, was introduced to
fans at a packed downtown
hotel ballroom as the team’s
new captain. Only Pittsburgh’s
Sidney Crosby and Tampa
Bay’s Vincent Lecavalier,
each of whom was named 
captain at 19, have served as
captain at a younger age.

Toews scored his first career NHL goal on his first shot
in the first period of his League debut Oct. 10 against
San Jose. He went on to record a point in each of his
first 10 NHL games (5-5–10), the longest point streak
by a rookie starting his career since Dmitri Kvartalnov
of the Boston Bruins notched a point in each of his
first 14 games in 1992. Despite missing more than a
month due to a mid-season knee injury, Toews led all
rookies in goals (24), tied for the lead in power-play
goals (seven) and ranked third in points (54).

Toews was the Blackhawks’ first pick and third player
selected in the 2006 Entry Draft. In 2006-07, the Win-
nipeg native became the first Canadian player to win
gold medals at the World Junior Championships and
the World Championships in the same year.

“There’s an aura about [Toews]. He has leader-
ship ability naturally. It’s not something he needs
to work hard at. He just is that kind of kid.”

- Blackhawks GM Dale Tallon, to the 
Chicago Tribune, July 20, 2008.

“This year, there weren’t that many expectations,
people were just happy to watch a skilled team,
and we were an exciting team to watch at times.
Next year, there are going to be expectations.”

- Jonathan Toews, to the National Post, 
June 13, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

The Blackhawks landed one
of the NHL’s most coveted un-
restricted free agents this sum-
mer in D Brian Campbell,
29. Campbell was acquired by
the San Jose Sharks at the last
season’s trade deadline and it
didn’t take long for his skating
and puck-moving ability to
win over his new fans. Camp-
bell used his ’spin-o-rama'
move to tally the insurance
goal in a 6-4 victory over the Montreal Canadiens
March 3, his first home game in a Sharks uniform.

The Sharks went 16-2-2 in their final 20 games of the
season after the club acquired Campbell, who posted
19 points (three goals, 16 assists) and a +9 rating in
those contests. He ended the season fourth among
NHL defensemen in scoring with a career-high 62
points (eight goals, 54 assists) in 83 games with the
Sabres and Sharks.

“Our power play has been really subpar the last
three or four years and we needed to upgrade
that. He can log a lot of minutes and is similar to
Duncan Keith with his feet, probably a little more
offensive-minded than Dunc, but those two guys
can play a lot of minutes. Now both of our defen-
sive tandems have excellent speed and can get the
puck out of trouble and up ice in a hurry.”

- Blackhawks GM Dale Tallon, July 1, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

G Cristobal Huet, 32, ar-
rives in Chicago after back-
stopping the Washington
Capitals to one of the most
dramatic late-season playoff
surges in recent years. Ac-
quired from the Montreal
Canadiens at the Feb. 26
trade deadline last season,
Huet posted an 11-2 record
with a 1.63 goals-against av-
erage, .936 save percentage

and two shutouts down the stretch, including a streak of
nine consecutive victories to close the regular season.
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Huet set a single-season career high for victories in
2007-08, posting a record 32-14-6 with a 2.32 goals-
against average, .920 save percentage and four
shutouts in 52 games with Montreal and Washington.

•  •  •  • 

G Nikolai Khabibulin, 35,
enters his fourth season in
Chicago. A four-time NHL
All-Star (1998, 1999, 2002,
2003) and a Stanley Cup
champion (Tampa Bay,
2004), Khabibulin posted a
23-20-6 record, 2.63 goals-
against average and two
shutouts in 50 games in
2007-08. Khabibulin is
within range of the 300-vic-

tory plateau (274-259-75 in 636 appearances), a mile-
stone reached by just 23 goaltenders in League history.

•  •  •  • 

A natural center, Patrick
Sharp, 26, made a successful
move to left wing alongside
Calder Trophy finalists Patrick
Kane and Jonathan Toews for
the Blackhawks in 2007-08.
Sharp led the Blackhawks and
tied for 13th in the NHL with
a career-high 36 goals and
posted career-high totals in as-
sists (26) and points (62).
Sharp excelled on special
teams, tying for the League lead in shorthanded goals
(seven) and pacing the Blackhawks in power-play
markers (nine) – the second consecutive season he has
led Chicago in each category. He also led the Black-
hawks in game-winning goals (seven) and ranked sec-
ond on the club in plus-minus (+23).

Sharp’s outstanding season was recognized when the
Thunder Bay, Ont. native was selected to Team Canada
for the 2008 IIHF World Championships last May in
Halifax and Quebec City. He recorded 3-0–3 and a +3
rating in nine games for the silver medalists.

RW Martin Havlat, 27,
missed a majority of the
2007-08 season recovering
from shoulder and groin in-
juries, finishing with 27
points (10 goals, 17 assists)
in 35 games. Obtained in a
three-way trade among
Chicago, Ottawa and San
Jose prior to the 2006-07 sea-
son, Havlat led the Black-
hawks in scoring in his first

year with the club, collecting 57 points (25 goals, 32
assists) in 56 games.

•  •  •  • 

D Duncan Keith, 25, has led
the Blackhawks in average ice
time per game in each of his
three NHL seasons, including
a career-high 25:34 in 2007-
08. He also led the club and
tied for fifth in the NHL with
a +30 rating, tallied a career-
high 32 points (12 goals, 20
assists) in 82 games and
earned his first selection to the
NHL All-Star Game.

SAVE THE DATE

JANUARY 1, 2009
The Blackhawks will host the Detroit
Red Wings at Wrigley Field, the leg-
endary home of Major League Base-
ball’s Chicago Cubs, in the NHL
Winter Classic 2009 on New Year’s

Day. The 701st all-time meeting of the clubs – no NHL
opponents have played more regular-season games
against each other – will begin at 1 p.m., ET/Noon CT.

NHL Winter Classic 2009 will be the second regular-
season outdoor NHL game played in the United States
(the Buffalo Sabres hosted the Pittsburgh Penguins at
Ralph Wilson Stadium last New Year’s Day) and the
third regular-season outdoor game in League history
(the Edmonton Oilers hosted the Montreal Canadiens
at Commonwealth Stadium Nov. 22, 2003).
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WHO’S THE STORY

C Joe Sakic, entering his
20th NHL season and 16th as
team captain, has played his
entire career with the Ava-
lanche franchise – the
longest such streak among
active players. Sakic holds
Avalanche franchise records
for career goals, assists and
points in the regular season
and playoffs. He ranks eighth
on the all-time list in points

(1,629), 11th in assists (1,006) and 14th in goals (623).
Only four players in NHL history have tallied more
points with one organization (Wayne Gretzky, Mario
Lemieux, Gordie Howe and Steve Yzerman).

Sakic tallied 40 points (13 goals, 27 assists) in an in-
jury-shortened 44-game campaign in 2007-08. He
moved past Phil Esposito (1,590) into eighth place on
the career points list Oct. 7 against San Jose and
recorded his 1,000th career assist Mar. 22 at Edmon-
ton, becoming just the 11th player in NHL history to
reach the mark. In the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Sakic ex-
tended his NHL record with his eighth career playoff
overtime goal in the Colorado’s 3-2 victory at 
Minnesota in Game 1 of the Western Conference QF
and went on to lead his club in scoring with 10 points
(two goals, eight assists) in 10 games. He ranks 
seventh all-time in playoff goals (84) and playoff
points (188-tied).

In 2006-07, Sakic led his club in points (100), goals
(36) and assists (64). He and Gordie Howe are the
only players in NHL history to reach the 100-point
plateau at the age of 37 or older.

“If I had been forced to make a decision back in
May or June, I probably would have retired. It
worked out perfectly for me to have that time. I
wasn’t ready to think about playing hockey when
the season ended. But around the middle part of
August, I started to get that feeling. I felt the ex-
citement coming back. This is the right thing for
me to do.”

- Joe Sakic, Sept. 3, 2008.

•  •  •  • 
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KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
May 22: Named Tony Granato head coach.
June 24: Re-signed RW Scott Parker.
June 30: Re-signed D Adam Foote and D John-

Michael Liles.
July 1: Signed RW Darcy Tucker and G Andrew

Raycroft.
July 2: Re-signed LW Wojtek Wolski.
July 3: Signed D Daniel Tjarnqvist.
July 9: Named Dave Barr assistant coach.
July 14: Re-signed LW Cody McLeod and G Trevor

Weiman.
July 15: Re-signed RW Cody McCormick.
July 15: Signed RW Brian Willsie.
July 25: Re-signed RW Marek Svatos.
Aug. 27: Re-signed C Joe Sakic..

COLORADO

AVALANCHE



Tony Granato, 44, who pre-
viously served as Colorado’s
head coach from 2002-2004,
returns to top position this
season. Granato joined the
club as an assistant coach in
2002-03 and was promoted
to the top job that December.
The team posted a 32-11-4-4
record to close out the 2002-
03 campaign, capturing the
franchise’s NHL-record ninth

consecutive division title. Granato reached the 50-win
mark in 87 games, the 11th-fastest mark in NHL 
history. He returned to his position as assistant coach
in 2005-06 and has spent the past three seasons in that
capacity.

In 13 seasons as an NHL player, Granato recorded 492
points (248 goals, 244 assists) in 773 games with the
New York Rangers, Los Angeles and San Jose.

“Sometimes, you get a new coach that you don’t
know and it’s a tough transition. It’s one less thing
in the summer you have to worry about as a
player. Everybody on the team likes him, and you
want to play for a guy like that.”

- Avalanche RW Ian Laperriere, to the 
Denver Post, May 23, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

C Paul Stastny, 22, led all
Avalanche scorers in his
sophomore NHL season, tal-
lying 71 points (24 goals, 47
assists) and compiling a
team-leading +22 rating de-
spite missing 15 games after
having his appendix removed
on Jan. 17. His father Peter
led the Quebec Nordiques in
scoring on seven occasions.
Stastny registered 46 points

(16 goals, 30 assists) and a +25 in 32 home games in
2007-08; only Pittsburgh’s Evgeni Malkin (1.56) 
averaged more points on home ice than Stastny (1.44).

Stastny is the first Avalanche player to score 20 goals
in each of his first two NHL seasons since Chris Drury
in 1998-99 and 1999-2000.

Stastny earned a place in the NHL record book in
2006-07, setting a rookie mark by registering at least a
point in 20 consecutive games from Feb. 3 to Mar. 17.
He became just the third NHL player since 1993-94 to
record a 20-game streak, joining Dany Heatley (22
games) with the Ottawa Senators in 2005-06 and
Adam Oates (20) for the Boston Bruins in 1996-97.
Stastny finished the season tied for the rookie lead in
game-winning goals (six), ranked second in points (78)
and power-play goals (11) and was fourth in goals
(28). He finished runner-up to Evgeni Malkin in voting
for the Calder Trophy as the NHL’s top rookie.

•  •  •  • 

Selected by the Quebec
Nordiques (22nd overall) in
the 1989 Entry Draft, D
Adam Foote, 37, spent his
first 13 seasons with the Ava-
lanche franchise. His 811
games played with the organi-
zation rank third on the all-
time list, while his 235 points
rank second among defense-
men. He has played in 164
playoff games with the organi-
zation, second on the career franchise list behind Joe
Sakic.

Re-acquired by Colorado at the last season’s Feb. 26
trade deadline from Columbus, Foote had an uncon-
ventional introduction to his new teammates, joining
them on the bench during their game at Calgary later
that evening. Foote helped his new club post a crucial
victory, logging 18:30 of ice time in a 3-2 overtime win.

“He knows when to joke around, but he knows
when to get serious. When something needs to be
said, he’s not afraid to say it. Sometimes, it gets a
little personal, directed at a player, but he does
what he feels is best for the team. He does it like a
brother, and you'll go through the wall for a team-
mate like that.”

- Avalanche LW Ryan Smyth, to the 
Rocky Mountain News, Mar. 1, 2008.
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RW Milan Hejduk returns
for his 10th season in Col-
orado. Hejduk led the Ava-
lanche in goal scoring for the
fourth time in his career with
29 in 2007-08, falling one
short of a fifth career 30-goal
campaign. He also led the
club in power-play goals
(eight) and shots (205) while
ranking third in points (29-
25–54). His four game-win-

ning goals increased his career total to 50, second on
the franchise all-time list to Joe Sakic’s 86. 

•  •  •  • 

D Scott Hannan, 29, and
Andrew Brunette were the
only Avalanche players to ap-
pear in all 82 games last sea-
son, Hannan’s first in
Colorado after spending his
first eight NHL seasons in
San Jose. A veteran of 590
regular-season games, Han-
nan has missed just five con-
tests in the past five seasons.
He recorded 21 points (two
goals, 19 assists) and ranked second on the club in av-
erage ice time (22:40) in 2007-08.

•  •  •  • 

G Peter Budaj, who turns 26
Sept. 18, has posted a 29-11-
6 record in his last 51 appear-
ances dating to the second
half of the 2006-07 season,
when he set a club record by
going 16 consecutive deci-
sions without a regulation
loss from Feb. 24 to Apr. 5
(13-0-3). He went 16-10-4
with a 2.57 goals-against av-
erage and .903 save percent-
age in 2007-08.

•  •  •  • 

RW Darcy Tucker, 33, joins
the Avalanche after spending
the past eight seasons with the
Toronto Maple Leafs. A vet-
eran of 813 regular-season
games over 13 NHL seasons,
Tucker was two goals shy of
reaching the 20-goal mark for
the fourth consecutive season
in 2007-08 (18-16–34 in 74
games).

•  •  •  • 



One of Colorado’s marquee
signings in the summer of
2007, LW Ryan Smyth, 32,
saw his 2007-08 season lim-
ited by injury to 55 games,
the fewest since his first full
NHL season in 1996-97. The
6-1, 190-lb. Banff, Alta. na-
tive notched 37 points (14
goals, 23 assists).

A veteran of 843 NHL regu-
lar-season and 81 Stanley Cup playoff games, Smyth
has recorded 20 or more goals on eight occasions, in-
cluding 30 or more four times.

•  •  •  • 

LW Wojtek Wolski, 22,
ranked fourth on the Ava-
lanche in scoring in his sopho-
more NHL season with 48
points (18 goals, 30 assists) in
77 games and tied for the team
lead with six game-winning
goals. In 2006-07, he finished
fourth among NHL rookie
scorers with 50 points (22
goals, 28 assists) in 76 games.
He and Paul Stastny became
the first teammates to finish among the top five rook-
ies in points since Atlanta’s Dany Heatley and Ilya Ko-
valchuk finished 1-2 in 2001-02.

•  •  •  • 

The Avalanche offense was
dealt a crucial blow in 2007-
08 when RW Marek Svatos,
25, suffered a season-ending
knee injury Mar. 1. At the
time, Svatos led the 
Avalanche with 26 goals – 
23 at even strength – and six
game-winners. He also
ranked third on the club in
plus-minus (+13). Entering
his fourth NHL season, 18 of

Svatos’ 75 career goals (24%) have been game-winners.
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WHO’S THE STORY

LW Rick Nash, 24, set a sin-
gle-season scoring high with
69 points (38-31–69) in 80
games in 2007-08, leading
the Blue Jackets in goals for
the fourth consecutive sea-
son. He also led the club in
shots with a career-high 329
and in power-play goals (10),
shorthanded goals (four) and
game-winning goals (six).

Nash scored what was widely considered the “goal of

the year” in 2007-08, weaving through the Coyotes’
defense for a spectacular game-winning tally with 22
seconds remaining in a 4-3 victory at Phoenix Jan. 17.
Video of the play has generated over a million views
online.

In 2005-06, Nash tallied 31 goals in 51 games follow-
ing his return from ankle and knee injuries that had
forced him to miss 28 of the first 31 games. He be-
came the first player since 2000-01 (Mario Lemieux,
35 goals in 43 games) to record 30 goals in a season
when playing in fewer than 60 games.

In 2003-04, Nash tallied 41 goals, becoming the
youngest player in League history to earn at least a
share of the goal-scoring title. At 19 years, 10 months,
Nash was 14 months younger than 21-year-old Wayne
Gretzky in 1981-82 and was the first teenager to reach
the 40-goal mark since the Los Angeles Kings’ Jimmy
Carson in 1987-88.

Nash has excelled at the IIHF World Championships as
well, earning All-Tournament honors and the silver
medal in 2005 and 2008, as well as the MVP trophy
and gold in 2007.

“It’s simple. I expect him to be a dominant player.
And he expects that from himself, too ... I see how
much he worked in the off-season to be in the
shape he’s in. I look at how motivated he is. I can
see in his eyes how hard he wants to play off the
team, to work at both ends of the rink. It’s clear:
He wants to lead.”

- Blue Jackets head coach Ken Hitchcock, 
to NHL.com, Nov. 10, 2007.

•  •  •  • 

COLUMBUS

BLUE JACKETS
KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
April 29: Re-signed D Jan Hejda.
June 20: Selected LW Nikita Filatov (CSKA, Russia)

sixth overall in the 2008 Entry Draft.
June 20: Acquired C R.J. Umberger and a 4th-round

pick in 2008 from Philadelphia for a 1st-round pick
and 3rd-round pick in 2008.

July 1: Acquired LW Raffi Torres from Edmonton for
C Gilbert Brule.

July 1: Signed D Mike Commodore.
July 2: Acquired D Fedor Tyutin and D Christian

Backman from NY Rangers for RW Nikolai Zherdev
and C Dan Fritsche 

July 2: Signed LW Kristian Huselius.
July 9: Re-signed head coach Ken Hitchcock.
July 11: Re-signed C Michael Peca.
July 14: Signed LW Craig MacDonald.
July 17: Re-signed D Aaron Rome.
July 25: Signed LW Mike York.
July 30: Re-signed G Pascal Leclaire.
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On April 5 in St. Louis, Ken
Hitchcock, 56, became the
20th head coach in NHL his-
tory to reach 900 games be-
hind the bench. Entering the
2008-09 season with 901 ca-
reer games, he could pass
Toe Blake (19th place, 914),
Glen Sather (18th, 932), Jack
Adams and Sid Abel (16th
tie, 964) on the all-time list.

In nine full NHL seasons, he has led his teams to six
division titles (Dallas, Central Division: 1996-01;
Philadelphia, Atlantic Division: 2003-04) and has a
pair of second-place finishes while recording at least
40 wins and 100 points in each of those campaigns. 

Hitchcock has compiled a 470-292-139 record in 901
regular-season games with the Dallas, Philadelphia and
Columbus. Named head coach of the Blue Jackets in
November, 2006, Hitchcock has coached the club to a
62-65-17 mark in 144 games.

•  •  •  • 

C R.J. Umberger, 26, set
single-season career highs in
assists (37) and points (50)
during the 2007-08 regular
season for the Flyers, but it
was his goal-scoring binge
during the Eastern Confer-
ence Semifinal win over the
Montreal Canadiens that
made headlines. The Pitts-
burgh native notched eight of
the Flyers’ 20 goals in the

five-game series, including the game-winning tally in
Game 3 and a pair of goals each in Games 4 and 5.

“People look down on Pittsburgh kids’ wanting to
travel all over the country to try and challenge
themselves to play better, and people would say to
us, ‘No one from Pittsburgh is ever going to make
it to the NHL.’ R.J. beat the odds. He was very de-
termined, very driven to be the best at whatever
he did on the ice as a hockey player.”

- Jim Wilja, Umberger’s Pittsburgh minor 
hockey coach, to the Philadelphia Inquirer, 
May 8, 2008.

G Pascal Leclaire, 25, en-
joyed a career year with the
Blue Jackets in 2007-08, his
fourth NHL season. Leclaire
ranked second in the League
with nine shutouts, nearly
doubling the franchise record
of five set by Marc Denis in
2002-03 and 2003-04. The
eighth overall pick in the
2001 Entry Draft compiled a
24-17-6 record with a 2.25

goals-against average and .919 save percentage in 54
games.

Following the season, Leclaire helped Canada win a
silver medal at the 2008 World Championships, post-
ing a 4-0-0 record with a 2.00 goals-against average,
.925 save percentage and one shutout in four games.

•  •  •  • 

RW Kristian Huselius, 29,
reached the 20-goal mark for
the third consecutive season
and for the fifth time in his six
NHL seasons in 2007-08,
racking up 66 points (25
goals, 41 assists) in 81 games
with Calgary. He enjoyed a
breakout season in 2006-07,
eclipsing previous single-sea-
son highs by a wide margin in
virtually all categories, setting
bests in goals (34), assists (43), points (77), power-
play goals (14), game-winning goals (six) and plus-
minus (+21).

“It was critical signing Huselius. Absolutely criti-
cal, because taking [Nikolai Zherdev] out of our
lineup created a huge hole offensively that we
needed to fill.”

- Blue Jackets GM Scott Howson, to the 
Columbus Dispatch, July 6, 2008.

•  •  •  • 



D Rostislav Klesla, the Blue
Jackets’ first-ever pick in the
National Hockey League
Entry Draft (2000), returns for
his seventh full NHL season.
Klesla, 26, led the club in av-
erage ice time with a career-
high 23:12, appearing in all 82
games for the first time. His
410 career appearances ranks
second on the Blue Jackets’
all-time games-played list.

•  •  •  • 

LW Raffi Torres, 26, is re-
united with GM Scott How-
son. Torres and Howson, as
assistant GM, were part of
the Edmonton Oilers team
that advanced to the Stanley
Cup Final in 2006, the sea-
son in which Torres tallied a
career-high 27 goals. Side-
lined by a knee injury for
most of 2007-08, Torres had
5-6–11 in 32 games.

“Raffi Torres has a unique ability, and I've seen it
in person, to change a game in an instant. And he
can do it in a variety of ways, mostly by big hits
or big goals. He scores important goals.”

- Blue Jackets GM Scott Howson, to the 
Columbus Dispatch, July 13, 2008.

D Mike Commodore, 28,
adds a physical dimension to
the Columbus blueline. The 6-
5, 228-lb. native of Fort
Saskatchewan, Alta. split the
2007-08 season between Car-
olina and Ottawa, tallying 3-
11–14 in 67 games. In
2006-07, he set a career high
with 7-22–29 in 82 games for
the Hurricanes and helped
Canada win the gold medal at
the IIHF World Championship. He also made Stanley
Cup Final appearances in consecutive years, skating in
20 playoff games for the Calgary Flames in 2004 and
in 25 postseason contests for the champion Hurricanes
in 2006.

“Mike and [Bret] Hedican were matched up
against the other team’s best offensive players in
[Carolina’s] Cup run. Mike is the type of player
who creates bonds and chemistry in a locker
room, and that rubs off on other players. His per-
sonality is infectious.”

- Blue Jackets head coach Ken Hitchcock, 
to the Columbus Dispatch, July 23, 2008.

“I didn’t pick a place where I would come, lay
back, pick up a paycheck and go to Buckeye
games. I came to a place where I thought we
could win." 

- Mike Commodore, to the 
Columbus Dispatch, July 23, 2008.

•  •  •  • 
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The Blue Jackets have three top prospects who could
step up and play crucial roles this season in C Derrick
Brassard, RW Jakub Voracek and LW Nikita Fila-
tov.

Brassard, who turns 21 on
Sept. 22, was the sixth player
chosen in the 2006 Entry
Draft. After missing most of
the 2006-07 season with a
shoulder injury, Brassard
skated in his first pro season in
2007-08 and recorded 51
points (15 goals, 36 assists) at
AHL Syracuse, plus 1-1–2 to-
tals in his 17-game NHL
debut.

Voracek, 19, was selected
seventh overall in front of a
packed Nationwide Arena
crowd at the 2007 Entry
Draft. He was voted to the
QMJHL 2nd All-Star Team
in 2007-08 with Halifax, tal-
lying 101 points (33 goals,
68 assists) in 53 games.

Filatov, 18, was the top-rated
European skater in NHL Cen-
tral Scouting’s final rankings
for the 2008 Entry Draft and
was nabbed by the Blue Jack-
ets sixth overall. Filatov
played in 34 games for CSKA
of the Russian junior league
(regular season and playoffs),
totaling 70 points (38-32–70).
He was Russia’s leading
scorer at the 2008 World Jun-
ior Championships, going 4-5–9 in seven games.

“They won’t be here if they’re not ready. That
goes for Voracek, Brassard, Filatov, anybody. 
Nobody gets a spot based on where they were
drafted; it’s how they perform and how they were
developed. No spot is being held for them, but
there’s room for them if they play well enough to
earn it.”

- Blue Jackets GM Scott Howson, to the 
Columbus Dispatch, July 13, 2008.
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WHO’S THE STORY

LW Brenden Morrow, 29,
was the Stars’ inspirational
leader in the 2008 Stanley
Cup Playoffs during the
club’s run to the Western
Conference Final. He set the
tone early, notching a playoff
career-high three points (one
goal, two assists) in the post-
season opener at Anaheim.
He tallied a pair of overtime
goals against San Jose in the

second round, including the series-clinching tally in
the fourth overtime of Game 6. He logged 51:00 min-
utes of ice time in that game – the eighth-longest in
NHL history – and posted seven shots and 19 hits. The
Stars’ captain finished the playoffs with 15 points
(nine goals, six assists) in 18 games and ranked second
in the League in hits with 90.

The 2007-08 campaign, his eighth in Dallas, was Mor-
row’s finest offensively, as he set career highs in goals
(32) and points (74). He led the Stars in goals, power-
play goals (12), hits (260, third in the NHL) and plus-

minus (+23), and ranked second on the club in points
and game-winning goals (seven). Morrow is the only
NHL player with 30-plus goals and 100-plus penalty
minutes in each of the past two seasons.

“I've always loved the way that he’s played the
game, because he has that throwback style. He
can mix it up, he can throw his body around, and
he can score goals. He can do it all. He’s come
into his own, especially now. He’s taken a leader-
ship role and run with it.”

- Red Wings RW Darren McCarty, to the 
Dallas Morning News, May 8, 2008.

“He’s the spark plug every team dreams of. He'll
stand up to anybody, hit anybody. He’s emotional,
but he keeps it in check, where the team can feed
off it.”

- Stars G Marty Turco, to 
NHL.com, Apr. 16, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

C Mike Modano, 38, passed
Phil Housley as the all-time
scoring leader among U.S.-
born players Nov. 7 at San
Jose. A native of Livonia,
Mich., Modano has tallied
1,283 points (528 goals, 755
assists) in 1,320 games. Hous-
ley, born in St. Paul, Minn.,
concluded his illustrious 21-
year NHL career in 2002-03
with 338-894–1,232 in 1,495
contests.

Modano reached the 20-goal mark for the 16th time in

DALLAS

STARS
KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
May 22: Re-signed co-GMs Les Jackson and Brett

Hull.
May 28: Re-signed D Trevor Daley.
June 9: Re-signed C Toby Petersen.
June 27: Re-signed LW Loui Eriksson.
July 2: Signed LW Sean Avery.
July 14: Re-signed head coach Dave Tippett.
Aug. 28: Named Stu Barnes assistant coach.
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18 NHL seasons in 2007-08, ranking fourth on the
Stars in scoring with 57 points (21 goals, 36 assists) in
82 games. 

Modano has played his entire NHL career with the
Stars’ organization and is the all-time franchise leader
in goals, assists, points, games played, game-winning
goals (86), power-play goals (149) and shorthanded
goals (29). In addition, he is the franchise leader in
playoff goals (58), assists (87), points (145) and games
(174) and is the only remaining player on the roster to
have made the move with the club from Minnesota to
Dallas in 1993.

•  •  •  • 

C Mike Ribeiro, 28, has led
the Stars in scoring in each
of his two seasons in Dallas
after playing the first six
years of his NHL career with
the Canadiens in his home-
town of Montreal. In 2007-
08, Ribeiro set career highs
for goals (27), assists (56)
and points (83) in a season
and was third on the club in
plus-minus (+21). He also

led the NHL in shooting percentage, netting the 27
goals on 107 shots (25.2%). Ribeiro’s 83 points tied
for the fourth-most by a Stars player since the fran-
chise relocated to Dallas from Minnesota in 1993,
topped only by Mike Modano’s 93-, 85- and 84-point
totals in 1993-94, 2002-03 and 2000-01, respectively.

In the 2008 Stanley Cup Playoffs, Ribeiro led the Stars
in assists (14) and points (17), ranked second in the
League in power-play assists (11) and was fifth in
power-play points (11) as the Stars advanced to the
Western Conference Final.

“I joke about it, but I say that he works more at
my speed. He holds onto the puck and gives me
the opportunity to see a play develop and get into
the scoring area. Before, it would have just been
bang and crash. Now I have a little more opportu-
nity to think.”

- Stars linemate Brenden Morrow, to the 
Dallas Morning News, Apr. 27, 2008.

G Marty Turco, 33, posted
his fifth consecutive 30-win
season in 2007-08, going 32-
21-6 with a 2.31 goal-against
average and three shutouts.
The only goaltender with a
longer active streak of 30-win
seasons is New Jersey’s Mar-
tin Brodeur (12).

Turco improved his career
regular-season record to 207-
103-42 in 382 appearances with a 2.15 goals-against
average, .913 save percentage and 33 shutouts. He
holds franchise records for career wins and shutouts.
Since becoming the starting goaltender for Dallas at
the beginning of the 2002-03 season, Turco’s 179 wins
rank second in the NHL behind Brodeur (214).

In the 2008 Stanley Cup Playoffs, Turco backstopped
the Stars to their first berth in the Western Conference
Final since 2000 by posting a 10-8 record with a 2.08
goals-against average and .922 save percentage. In his
most memorable performance, Turco turned aside 61
of 62 shots in the four-overtime, series-clinching vic-
tory over San Jose in Game 6 of the Western Confer-
ence SF.

“I wasn’t drafted by any teams out of the Ontario
Hockey League, because, apparently, I wasn’t
good enough and considered a late bloomer. So
staying in college for four years really wasn’t an
option since it was my only option ...I took that
nothing-for-granted type of attitude that I still
carry with me today. So despite the fact my path
to the NHL wasn’t quite laid out for me, I found
my way.”

- Marty Turco, to NHL.com, Feb. 5, 2008.

•  •  •  • 



D Sergei Zubov, 38, enjoyed
an outstanding start to the
2007-08 season, recording 35
points (four goals, 31 assists)
in 46 games before being
sidelined for the remainder
of the regular schedule from
Jan. 19 with a series of ail-
ments. He returned to the
Stars’ lineup for Game 2 of
the Western Conference SF
against San Jose and made

headlines with his highlight-reel assist on Mike
Modano’s game-winning goal in the third period. He
recorded six points (one goal, five assists) in 11 post-
season games.

Zubov is a two-time Stanley Cup winner (New York
Rangers, 1994 and Dallas, 1999), the Stars’ all-time
scoring leader among defensemen and the only NHL
blueliner to register 30 or more assists in each of the
past 12 seasons. He ranks third on the franchise all-
time playoff games list with 114, trailing Mike
Modano (174) and Neal Broten (115).

Entering his 16th NHL season and 12th with Dallas,
Zubov has recorded 767 points (152 goals, 615 assists)
in 1,058 games with the New York Rangers, Pittsburgh
and Dallas.

•  •  •  • 

C Brad Richards, 28, was ob-
tained by the Stars from the
Tampa Bay Lightning at last
season’s trade deadline and
made an immediate impact
with his new club, becoming
the first player in NHL history
to record five assists in his
first game with a team in a 7-4
victory over Chicago, Feb. 28.
He posted 2-9–11 for Dallas in
12 late regular-season games
and added 3-12–15 in 18 playoff contests.

Richards left Tampa Bay as the Lightning’s all-time
assist leader (339). He ranked second on the team’s all-
time scoring list (489 points). In 2006-07, Richards led
the Lightning in scoring for the third time in his five

NHL seasons with a career-high 91 points (23 goals,
68 assists). He set a franchise mark for assists in a sea-
son and finished 12th in the NHL in points and fifth
overall in assists. 

In 2003-04, Richards won the Conn Smythe Trophy as
MVP of the Stanley Cup playoffs, leading all postsea-
son scorers with 26 points (12 goals, 14 assists) in 23
games. Richards established a playoff record with
seven game-winning goals as the Lightning posted a 9-
0 record in games in which Richards had a goal. 

Richards has averaged a shade under a point per game
in the postseason, notching 62 points (21 goals, 41 as-
sists) in 63 career games.

•  •  •  • 

Free agent LW Sean Avery,
28, was a winning addition to
the New York Rangers lineup
following his acquisition in
February, 2007. In 86 games
with New York over the past
two seasons, the Rangers were
50-20-16 with Avery in the
lineup, a points percentage of
.674, and 9-13-3 without him
(.420).

Avery collected 33 points (15 goals, 18 assists) in 57
games last season and tied for third on the club with
four game-winning goals. He added seven points (four
goals, three assists) in eight Stanley Cup Playoff
games.

Avery’s most productive NHL season came in 2006-
07, split between Los Angeles and the Rangers, when
he posted career-highs in goals (18), assists (30),
points (48), shots on goal (249) and average time on
ice (17:11).

“His skill keeps improving every year. He is feisty
and tenacious. Sean has the ability to score and
make plays and he is fearless. I think he’s a very
good complement to Brenden Morrow. We like our
team, but the thing I think we were lacking was a
little bit of sandpaper and some grit, and we also
improved our skill level with Sean.”

- Stars GM Brett Hull, July 2, 2008.
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RW Jere Lehtinen, 35, has
spent his entire 12-year NHL
career in Dallas, the second-
longest tenure on the club be-
hind Mike Modano’s 18
seasons with the Stars. The
six-time finalist and three-
time winner of the Selke Tro-
phy as the League’s top
defensive forward appeared
in his 100th career playoff
game in Game 6 of the 2008

Western Conference QF against Anaheim and ranks
among career franchise leaders in playoff games
(fourth, 108) and goals (sixth, 27). Lehtinen is one of
three players on the current Dallas roster who went to
consecutive Stanley Cup Finals with the club in 1999
and 2000 (Modano, Sergei Zubov).

•  •  •  • 

D Stephane Robidas, 31,
completed his seventh NHL
season with single-season ca-
reer highs in games (82), goals
(nine), power-play goals
(seven) and points (26) in
2007-08. He continued to con-
tribute offensively in the play-
offs, leading all Stars
defensemen in scoring with 11
points (three goals, eight as-
sists) in 18 games. Robidas
had entered the postseason with four assists in 26 ca-
reer Stanley Cup playoff contests.

•  •  •  • 

In May, the Stars won the
highly-contested competition
to sign C Fabian
Brunnstrom, 23. Undrafted
as an 18-year-old, the native
of Jonstorp, Sweden, was an
unrestricted free agent and
was free to sign with any
NHL team. The 6-2, 203-lb.
late bloomer scored 37 points
(nine goals, 28 assists) in 54
games last season for Farjes-

tad in the Swedish Elite League. He led the team in as-
sists and placed fifth in scoring.

“I think he saw that there’s a very good chance
that there will be openings on our roster that
would allow him to play for us [in 2008-09]. I
think that was probably the deciding factor.”

- Stars’ co-GM Brett Hull, to the 
Ft. Worth Star-Telegram, May 10, 2008.
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DETROIT

RED WINGS

WHO’S THE STORY

In 2007-08, D Nicklas 
Lidstrom, 38, won the Norris
Trophy as the League’s top de-
fenseman for the sixth time in
the past seven seasons. Lid-
strom is the third defenseman
in League history with as many
as six Norris Trophy wins,
joining Hockey Hall of Famers
Bobby Orr (eight) and Doug
Harvey (seven).

Lidstrom led NHL defensemen in scoring in 2007-08
with 70 points (10 goals, 60 assists) in 76 games and
helped the Red Wings post the NHL’s best defensive
record in 2007-08 – a League-low 2.16 goals per
game. He ranked second in the NHL to teammate
Pavel Datsyuk in plus-minus (+40) and was fourth
among all players in average ice time per game (26:43).

Lidstrom has played 16 NHL seasons, all with Detroit,
and is one of just four players to appear in 1,000
games as a Red Wing (1,252), joining franchise leg-
ends Gordie Howe (1,687), Alex Delvecchio (1,549)
and Steve Yzerman (1,514). He has tallied 938 career
points (212 goals, 726 assists), ranking second among
active defensemen in assists behind teammate Chris
Chelios. A ‘plus’ player in each NHL season, Lidstrom
has posted a cumulative rating of +378.

The Red Wings captain appeared in his 16th consecu-
tive playoffs in 2008, eclipsing the franchise mark he
had shared with Yzerman. He led the Red Wings in 
average ice time (26:49) and posted 13 points (three
goals, 10 assists) and a +8 rating in 22 games. The
Vasteras, Sweden native became the first European-
trained captain to hoist the Stanley Cup.

•  •  •  • 

LW Henrik Zetterberg, 27,
captured the 2008 Conn
Smythe Trophy as MVP of the
Stanley Cup Playoffs. He fin-
ished the postseason at or near
the top of several categories:
• 1st in points (13-14–27 in 22

games, placed ahead of Pitts-
burgh’s Sidney Crosby’s 6-21–
27 on the basis of more
goals)

• 1st in goals (13, tied with De-
troit’s Johan Franzen)

• 2nd in game-winning goals (four)
• 3rd in assists (14, tied with two players)
• 1st in shorthanded goals (two, tied with three players)

KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
June 11: Re-signed head coach Mike Babcock.
June 30: Re-signed D Andreas Lilja.
July 1: Re-signed D Brad Stuart.
July 1: Signed G Ty Conklin.
July 2: Signed RW Marian Hossa.
July 21: Re-signed G Jimmy Howard and D

Jonathan Ericsson.
July 30: Re-signed C Valtteri Filppula.
Aug. 4: Named Brad McCrimmon assistant coach.
Aug. 20: Re-signed RW Aaron Downey.
Sept. 9: Re-signed D Chris Chelios and D Kyle

Quincey.
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• 1st in shorthanded assists (three)
• 1st in shots on goal (116)
• 1st in plus-minus (+16, tied with Detroit’s Niklas Kron-

wall)

Additionally, Zetterberg’s work on the Red Wings’
penalty-killing unit was highlighted during the Stanley
Cup Final, when he helped keep Pittsburgh from scor-
ing during five-on-three power plays in a pair of road
victories – for 1:26 late in the third period of Game 4
and for 1:33 in the first period of Game 6.

During the regular season, Zetterberg helped the Red
Wings record the best opening half-season in League
history by setting a franchise record with points in 17
consecutive games to start the season (13-14–27). He
went on to set career highs in goals (43), assists (49)
and points (92) in 75 games. He led the club and
ranked second in the League with 358 shots and posted
a career-best +30 rating.

•  •  •  • 

G Chris Osgood, 35,
recorded some of the best
early-season statistics ever
by a goaltender in 2007-08,
reaching the All-Star break
with a 20-3-2 record, 1.87
goals-against average and
.925 save percentage. He was
named the Western Confer-
ence’s starting goaltender for
the 2008 All-Star Game at
Atlanta, his first All-Star ap-

pearance since 1996. Osgood finished the regular sea-
son with a 27-9-4 mark and a League-leading 2.09
goals-against average. 

Osgood made his 2008 playoff debut during Game 4 of
the Nashville series in relief of Dominik Hasek and
made his first start in Game 5, making 20 stops in a 2-
1 overtime victory. The shutout he posted in Game 6
was the  fifth of his playoff career in a series-clinching
game, the most of any goaltender in NHL playoff his-
tory. Martin Brodeur, Dominik Hasek, Curtis Joseph
and Jacques Plante are tied for second with four each.
Osgood went on to win his first nine starts of the post-
season (two against Nashville, four against Colorado,

three against Dallas) and surpassed the legendary Terry
Sawchuk by winning his 48th career playoff game
with the Red Wings in Game 6 of the Western Confer-
ence Final against Dallas.

•  •  •  • 

RW Marian Hossa, 29, joins
the club against which he
competed in the Stanley Cup
Final last June. The Pittsburgh
Penguins obtained the four-
time 80-point scorer and five-
time All-Star from the Atlanta
Thrashers at last season’s Feb.
26 trade deadline, and the
move paid off: Hossa ranked
third among playoff scorers
with 26 points (12 goals, 14
assists) in 20 games and led the Penguins in average
ice time (21:00) during their deep postseason run.

In 2006-07, Hossa led the Thrashers in goals (43), as-
sists (57), points (100), plus-minus (+18), shots (340)
and shorthanded goals (three). He also became the first
Thrashers player to reach the century mark in points
and set career highs in assists, points and power-play
goals as Atlanta rallied to capture the Southeast Divi-
sion title and the first playoff berth in franchise history.

“It’s attractive hockey, it’s a lot of offense and a
lot of great players. I want to play that way. I
liked playing like that in Pittsburgh, and when I
look at Detroit, it’s a similar style. But it’s all
about winning and that’s what I’m looking for.”

- Marian Hossa, July 2, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

C Pavel Datsyuk, 30, was a
multiple winner at the 2008
NHL Awards, capturing the
Lady Byng Trophy for com-
bining sportsmanship with a
high standard of play and the
Selke Trophy as the League’s
top defensive forward. Dat-
syuk is just the second player
to win both trophies in the
same season and the first



since Pittsburgh’s Ron Francis in 1995. Datsyuk’s
Lady Byng win was his third in as many seasons, 
making him the first player to capture the award three
consecutive times since the New York Rangers’ Frank
Boucher from 1933-35.

Datsyuk finished fourth in the NHL scoring race in
2007-08 with a career-high 97 points (31 goals, 66 
assists) in 82 games. He led the club in scoring for a
third consecutive season, matching the feat of fran-
chise greats Ted Lindsay, Gordie Howe and Steve 
Yzerman. Datsyuk also excelled at the defensive end,
leading all NHL players in plus-minus with a career-
best +41 rating and topping all NHL forwards with 144
takeaways, 67% more than his nearest rival (Dallas’
Mike Modano, 86). Datsyuk also ranked first among
Red Wings forwards in blocked shots (42).

Datsyuk helped the Red Wings capture the Stanley
Cup by ranking second on the club and fourth in NHL
playoff scoring with 23 points (10 goals, 13 assists) in
22 games. He also posted a +13 rating, tied for fourth
in the League with teammate Johan Franzen.

•  •  •  • 

D Brian Rafalski, 34, re-
turned to the Detroit area in
2007-08 after spending his
first seven NHL seasons with
the New Jersey Devils. The
three-time NHL All-Star was
born in Dearborn, Mich., a
western suburb of Detroit.

Rafalski was a key contribu-
tor to the Red Wings’ offense
during the regular season,

setting career highs in goals (13) and power-play goals
(10), and matching his career-best 55 points set his
final year in New Jersey. He added 14 points (four
goals, 10 assists) in 22 playoff games.

Rafalski captured his third Stanley Cup in 2008,
adding to those won as a member of the Devils in 2000
and 2003.

•  •  •  • 

Mike Babcock, 45, became
the first head coach in League
history to win 50 or more
games in his first three sea-
sons with an NHL team in
2007-08 as the Red Wings
(54-21-7, 115 points) captured
the Presidents’ Trophy for the
NHL’s top regular-season
record. The Red Wings set an
NHL record for most first-half
victories, posting a 30-8-3
mark through 41 games, and went on to surpass the
100-point mark for the eighth consecutive season –
equaling Montreal’s record streak from 1974-75
through 1981-82. Detroit also won its seventh consec-
utive division title and qualified for the Stanley Cup
playoffs for the 17th consecutive season, the longest
active streak among the major pro sports.

•  •  •  • 

D Chris Chelios completed
his 24th NHL regular season
and ninth with the Red
Wings in 2007-08. The three-
time Norris Trophy-winner
(1989, ‘93 and ’96) and 11-
time All-Star Game partici-
pant has appeared in 1,616
regular-season games, sixth
on the all-time list. He needs
19 appearances to tie fifth-
place Scott Stevens and 23 to

tie fourth-place Dave Andreychuk. Chelios is the only
player in NHL history to play 400 games for three
different teams, skating in 402 games with the Mon-
treal Canadiens, 664 with the Chicago Blackhawks
and 550 with Detroit.

The 46-year-old Chelios also became the second-old-
est player in National Hockey League history last sea-
son, trailing only Gordie Howe. Chelios passed Moe
Roberts, a former NHL goaltender serving on the
Chicago Blackhawks’ training staff who came out of
retirement to play one period in relief of Blackhawks
starter Harry Lumley in a game against the Red Wings
on Nov. 25, 1951.
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In his NHL career, Chelios’ teams have missed the
playoffs just once: the Chicago Blackhawks in 1997-98.
In Game 2 of Detroit’s opening-round series against
the Nashville Predators, Chelios moved past Patrick
Roy to become the NHL’s all-time leader in postseason
games played with 248. He finished the postseason
with 260.

•  •  •  • 

Free agent G Ty Conklin,
32, was one of the unsung
heroes for the Pittsburgh
Penguins in 2007-08. Re-
placing injured starter Marc-
Andre Fleury, Conklin won
eight consecutive games for
the club from Dec. 20 - Jan.
10, posting a 1.82 goals-
against average and .946
save percentage in that span.
He finished the season with

an 18-8-5 mark with a 2.51 GAA and .923 save per-
centage in 33 games.

The Anchorage, AK native has played in both outdoor
games in League history – for the Edmonton Oilers in
the 2003 Heritage Classic against Montreal and for the
Penguins in the 2008 Winter Classic against Buffalo –
and could appear in a third when the Red Wings travel
to Chicago’s Wrigley Field to take on the Blackhawks
on Jan. 1, 2009.

LW Johan Franzen, 28,
scored a career-high 27 goals
during the 2007-08 regular
season – including a club-
record six game-winning goals
in March alone – and retained
his hot hand in the playoffs.
Franzen tallied the pivotal
overtime goal in Game 5 of
Detroit’s first-round series
against Nashville, set an NHL
playoff record for most goals
in a four-game series with nine against Colorado and
was the first player to record two (or more) hat tricks
in one playoff series since Jari Kurri had three for Ed-
monton against Chicago in 1985. Franzen also set
Red Wing franchise records for most goals (13) and
most game-winning goals (five) in one playoff year.
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EDMONTON

OILERS

WHO’S THE STORY

C Shawn Horcoff, who turns
30 on Sept. 17, is entering
his ninth NHL season, all
with the Oilers. In 2007-08,
Horcoff collected 50 points
(21 goals, 29 assists) in 53
games and was named to the
Western Conference All-
Stars for the 2008 NHL All-
Star Game in Atlanta. After
re-aggravating a shoulder in-
jury over All-Star Weekend,

Horcoff played one game before electing to have sur-
gery to repair his left shoulder and end his season.

Selected by the Oilers 99th overall in the 1998 Entry
Draft, Horcoff had a breakout season in 2005-06, reg-
istering career-highs in goals (22), assists (51) and
points (73). He added 19 points (seven goals, 12 as-
sists) in 24 playoff games, helping the Oilers advance
to Game 7 of the Stanley Cup Final.

Horcoff signed a six-year contract extension over the
summer that will keep him with the club through the
2014-15 season.

•  •  •  • 

G Mathieu Garon, 30, posted
a perfect 10-0 record in
shootouts in 2007-08, stop-
ping 30 of 32 attempts for a
.938 save percentage. He
stopped the last 14 shootout
attempts he faced; the last
goal he allowed was to Van-
couver’s Ryan Kesler on Dec.
15. He appeared in 47 games
for the Oilers last season,
posting a 26-18-1 record with
a 2.66 goals-against average, .913 save percentage and
four shutouts. He started 17 consecutive games from
Feb. 4-Mar. 13, going 11-6-0 in that span.

KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
April 11: Re-signed D Tom Gilbert.
April 12: Re-signed RW Robert Nilsson.
April 14: Re-signed D Denis Grebeshkov.
June 25: Named Kelly Buchberger assistant coach.
June 30: Acquired D Lubomir Visnovsky from Los

Angeles for D Matt Greene and C Jarret Stoll.
July 1: Acquired C Gilbert Brule from Columbus for

LW Raffi Torres.
July 1: Acquired LW Erik Cole from Carolina for D

Joni Pitkanen.
July 9: Re-signed C Marc Pouliot and LW Jean-Fran-

cois Jacques.
July 10: Signed D Jason Strudwick.
July 15: Re-signed RW Zack Stortini.
July 16: Re-signed C Shawn Horcoff.
July 31: Named Steve Tambellini general manager.



Top young forwards Sam Gagner, Andrew Cogliano
and Robert Nilsson sparked the Oilers’ late-season
surge that saw them post a post a 17-10-1 record from
Feb. 1- Apr. 1. The trio combined for 22-46–68 during
Edmonton’s 28-game run (Gagner 9-19–28, Cogliano
9-12–21, Nilsson 4-15–19).

Gagner, 19, set an Oilers
rookie record with an eight-
game assist streak Feb. 4-22
and finished fifth among
rookie scorers with 13-36–49
in 79 games. Gagner helped
the Oilers win an NHL-record
15 shootouts in 2007-08 by
scoring four shootout-clinch-
ing goals, the most among
rookies and tied for second in
the League overall.

Obtained by the Oilers from
the New York Islanders as
part of the trade for Ryan
Smyth at the trade deadline
in February, 2007, Nilsson,
23, enjoyed a career season
in 2007-08, registering career
highs in goals (10), assists
(31) and points (41) in 71
games to finish sixth on the
club in scoring. He also posted
a club-leading +8 rating.

Cogliano, 21, finished sixth
among NHL rookies in scor-
ing with 45 points (18 goals,
27 assists) in 82 games. He
became the first player in
NHL history to score the
game-winning goal in three
consecutive overtime games,
netting the winners in a 2-1
win at Columbus Mar. 7, a 6-5
win at Chicago Mar. 9 and a
4-3 win against St. Louis Mar.
11. The gloves he wore for this historic feat are on dis-
play at the Hockey Hall of Fame in his hometown of
Toronto.

MOST POINTS, ONE SEASON, 
BY AN OILERS ROOKIE

1. Jari Kurri, 32-43–75 in 1980-81
2. Jason Arnott, 33-35–68 in 1993-94
3. Dave Lumley, 20-38–58 in 1979-80
4. Glenn Anderson, 30-23–53 in 1980-81
5. Sam Gagner, 13-36–49 in 2007-08
6. Andrew Cogliano, 18-27–45 in 2007-08

•  •  •  • 

D Lubomir Visnovsky, 32,
led Los Angeles Kings de-
fensemen in scoring for the
third consecutive season in
2007-08, collecting 41 points
(eight goals, 33 assists) in 82
games. Visnovsky also led
Slovakia in scoring at the
2008 World Championships
with nine points (two goals,
seven assists) and a +5 rating
in five games.

Visnovsky became the only defenseman in franchise
history to lead the Kings in scoring with a career-high
67 points (17 goals, 50 assists) in 2005-06. His 67
points represented the fourth-highest single-season
total ever produced by a Kings defenseman, while his
50 assists led the team and established a career high.
He was the only NHL defenseman to lead his team in
scoring that season.

Visnovsky has appeared in 499 NHL games over seven
seasons, all with the Kings, and he ranks fourth on the
franchise all-time list in goals (70), assists (209) and
points (279) by a defenseman.
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LW Erik Cole, 29, moves to
Edmonton following his
sixth NHL season with the
Carolina Hurricanes in which
he finished third on the club
in scoring with 51 points (22
goals, 29 assists) in 73
games. His 22 goals were
third on the Hurricanes and
marked his third consecutive
20-goal season.

The 6-2, 205-lb. Oswego, N.Y. native led the Hurri-
canes in hits with 186, ranking 18th in the NHL. In
2006-07, he ranked ninth in the League with 222 hits.

A member of the 2006 U.S. Olympic Team, Cole has
recorded 280 career points (129 goals, 151 assists) in
418 games, ranking third on the Hurricanes’ all-time
goals list and sixth in points. He tallied a career-high
29-32–61 in 71 games in 2006-07 and netted a career-
best 30 goals in 2005-06.

•  •  •  • 

D Tom Gilbert, 25, played a
key role on the young Oilers
squad that made a late-sea-
son playoff push. Playing an
average of 22:11 in 82
games, Gilbert ranked sec-
ond among NHL rookies and
was on the ice more than any
other Edmonton skater in
2007-08. Gilbert ranked sec-
ond among rookie defense-
men in scoring with 33

points (13 goals, 20 assists), breaking franchise
records for goals and points by a rookie defenseman
set by Paul Coffey in 1980-81.

•  •  •  • 

6’4”, 245-lb. LW Dustin Pen-
ner, who turns 26 on Sept. 28,
enters the second of a five-
year contract with the Oilers.
Penner appeared in 82 games
for Edmonton in 2007-08,
scoring a career-high 47 points

(23 goals, 24 assists) and leading the club in shots
(201) and power-play goals (13).

•  •  •  • 

RW Ales Hemsky, 25, was
voted the Oilers’ MVP in
2007-08 after leading the
club in assists and points for
the third consecutive season
with 20-50–71 in 74 games.
Hemsky scored six shootout
goals in 16 attempts, one
goal behind League co-lead-
ers Patrick Kane of Chicago
(7 for 9) and Joe Pavelski of
San Jose (seven for 11).

•  •  •  • 

Shoulder problems limited D
Sheldon Souray, 32, to 26
games in 2007-08, his 10th
NHL season and first with the
Oilers. Souray tallied 10
points (three goals, seven as-
sists) before undergoing sea-
son-ending arthroscopic
surgery in early February.

In 2006-07, Souray set an
NHL record for defensemen
with the Montreal Canadiens by tallying 19 power-
play goals, eclipsing the mark of 18 shared by Denis
Potvin (New York Islanders, 1974-75) and Adrian Au-
coin (Vancouver Canucks, 1998-99). Souray estab-
lished career highs in goals (26), assists (38) and
points (64), and was the top goal-scoring defenseman
in the NHL since Sergei Gonchar netted 26 goals with
the Washington Capitals in 2001-02.

•  •  •  • 

SAVE THE DATE

JANUARY 18, 2009
The Oilers will honor 2008 Hall of Fame
inductee Glenn Anderson by retiring his #9 in a special
on-ice ceremony prior to their game versus the
Phoenix Coyotes at Rexall Place on Sunday, Jan. 18.
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WHO’S THE STORY

New bench boss Terry 
Murray, 58, brings a 360-
277-100 head coaching
record to Los Angeles over
an 11-year NHL career with
the Washington Capitals,
Florida Panthers and the
Philadelphia Flyers.

Murray has spent the past
four full seasons as an assis-
tant coach with the Philadel-

phia Flyers, an organization for which he has worked
as head coach, assistant coach, pro scout and player.
This past season he helped the Flyers record 95 points
and advance to the Eastern Conference Final after
earning 56 points in 2006-07.

As the head coach of the Flyers from 1994-95 through
1996-97, Murray compiled a 118-64-30 record, high-
lighted by Atlantic Division titles in 1995 and 1996
and a berth in the Stanley Cup Final in 1997.

Murray began his NHL head coaching career by lead-
ing the Washington Capitals to their first berth in the
Eastern Conference Final in 1989-90 and compiled a
163-134-28 record in five seasons there. He later
coached Florida for three seasons (1998-99 through
2000-01), a stint that included a franchise-record 98-
point season in 1999-2000. 

“It is going to be hard. I'll tell you that right now
and be up front about it. I know it is going to be
difficult and I know there are going to be some
very long nights, but as we work our way through
the process and come out on the other side, we
are going to have some young players who are
going to be the core players of this hockey club,
and they are going to take ownership of this
hockey club.”

- Terry Murray, to the 
Los Angeles Daily News, July 18, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

There was no sign of a sopho-
more jinx in 2007-08 for C
Anze Kopitar, 21, who led
the Kings in scoring with ca-
reer-high totals in goals (32),
assists (45) and points (77) in
his second NHL season.

Kopitar made an immediate
impact in the Kings’ 2006-07
lineup, tallying a pair of goals

KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
June 20: Selected D Drew Doughty (Guelph, OHL)

second overall in the 2008 Entry Draft.
June 21: Acquired C Brad Richardson from Col-

orado for a 2nd-round pick in 2008.
June 30: Acquired C Jarret Stoll and D Matt

Greene from Edmonton for D Lubomir Visnovsky.
July 1: Acquired D Denis Gauthier and a 2nd-round

pick in 2010 from Philadelphia for D Patrik Hersley
and LW Ned Lukacevic.

July 16: Re-signed G Erik Ersberg.
July 17: Named Terry Murray head coach.
July 21: Re-signed D Peter Harrold.
Aug. 4: Named Mark Hardy, Jamie Kompon and

Nelson Emerson assistant coaches.

LOS ANGELES

KINGS
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in his League debut and three assists in the following
contest. The first native of Slovenia to play in the
NHL, Kopitar finished the season third among NHL
rookies and on the Kings in scoring with 61 points (20
goals, 41 assists) in 72 games. He was the only rookie
forward (min. 20 GP) to average over 20 minutes of
ice time per game (20:32) and one of two rookies over-
all (San Jose D Marc-Edouard Vlasic, 22:11).

The Kings’ first-round pick, 11th overall, in 2005, Ko-
pitar became the team’s first rookie to reach 60 points
in one season since Luc Robitaille notched a franchise-
record 84 points in 1986-87.

“He’s unbelievable. For a young guy, he skates
well, he’s big, he has unbelievable hands – he’s
the real deal. He’s going to be a superstar; I
mean, he already is a superstar. But he’s going to
become an Ovechkin-, Crosby-type guy.”

- Calgary Flames C Craig Conroy, to the 
Calgary Herald, Oct. 19, 2007.

•  •  •  • 

D Jack Johnson, 21, ranked
third among NHL rookies in
average ice time in 2007-08
(21:41), trailing Atlanta’s To-
bias Enstrom (24:28) and Ed-
monton’s Tom Gilbert
(22:11). He recorded 11
points (three goals, eight as-
sists) in 74 games.

Johnson made his NHL debut
late in the 2006-07 season

following a standout sophomore season at the Univer-
sity of Michigan, where he recorded 39 points (16
goals, 23 assists) in 36 games and helped lead the
Wolverines to the NCAA West Hockey Regional semi-
finals. He ranked first in goals and tied for second in
points among all NCAA defensemen and was selected
to the All-CCHA First Team.

•  •  •  • 

RW Alexander Frolov, 26,
continued to score clutch
goals in 2007-08, setting a
career high and leading the
Kings for the second consec-
utive season with seven
game-winning goals. He
ranked second on the club in
scoring with 67 points (23
goals, 44 assists) in 71
games, including 11-17–28
in his last 28 contests. It

marked the second consecutive season with at least 60
points and fourth consecutive campaign with at least
20 goals for the Kings’ 1st-round pick in 2000.

•  •  •  • 

LW Dustin Brown, 23, has
developed into an offensive
threat to complement his
physical game. Brown led the
Kings in goals in 2007-08
with 33 and ranked third on
the club in points with 60 –
both career bests.

The Ithaca, N.Y. native has
dished out more hits than any
NHL player over the past three
seasons. He led the Kings and was 13th in the NHL
with 175 in his first full season of 2005-06, ranked
second in the NHL with 258 in 2006-07 and led the
League with 311 in 2007-08.

“My game has transitioned the last couple years.
Earlier in my career, I would take myself out of
position to make a hit, but now I'm picking my
spots better and it’s helping me stay in better po-
sition. My better positioning helps the play transi-
tion and gets me more offensive chances.”

- Dustin Brown, July 10, 2008.



D Thomas Hickey, 19, was
named a WHL First-Team
All-Star for the Seattle Thun-
derbirds in 2007-08. The
Kings’ first pick and fourth
player chosen in the 2007
Entry Draft recorded 45
points (11 goals, 34 assists)
in 63 games, 10th among
WHL defensemen. Hickey
also won a gold medal with
Team Canada at the 2008

World Junior Championships.

“I think the offensive part is what gets noticed in
my game, but I take a great deal of pride in the
way I play defense. I like to play the body. I think
you have to, especially for a smaller guy. People
look at your size and say you might not be ready
for this. I make up for it with the way I play. I'm
not a headhunter, but I take the body.”

- Thomas Hickey, July 21, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

D Drew Doughty, 18, was
selected second overall at the
2008 Entry Draft, the Kings’
highest draft pick since
Jimmy Carson went second
overall in 1986. Doughty
played in 58 regular-season
games at OHL Guelph in
2007-08, posting 50 points
(13 goals, 37 assists).
Doughty was one of four
draft-eligible players to help

Team Canada win gold at the 2008 World Junior
Championships. He was named Top Defenseman of
the tournament after recording four assists in seven
games. Doughty became just the fifth Canadian de-
fenseman to win the award (Marc Staal 2006, Dion
Phaneuf 2005, Bryan McCabe 1995, Gord Kluzak
1982) and the first to win the award before being
drafted into the NHL.

“Doughty’s hockey sense is off the charts. I think
everyone has a handle of what type of player he is
and the special player he could become.”

- Kings GM Dean Lombardi, June 20, 2008.

C Jarret Stoll, 26, arrives in
Los Angeles after spending his
first four NHL seasons in Ed-
monton. Stoll tallied 36 points
(14 goals, 22 assists) in 81
games for the Oilers in 2007-
08, led the club with three
shorthanded goals and ranked
second with eight power-play
goals. He is one of just seven
players who have posted at
least a 55% face-off winning
percentage in each of the past three seasons. The 6-1,
210-lb. native of Melville, Sask. recorded 13-26–39 in
2006-07 and a career-high 68 points (22 goals, 46 as-
sists) in 2005-06. He also posted 4-6–10 in 24 playoff
games in 2006 when Edmonton advanced to the Stan-
ley Cup Final before losing to Carolina.

•  •  •  • 

G Jonathan Bernier, 20,
made a dream NHL debut in
2007-08. The Kings’ first-
round pick in the 2006 Entry
Draft won a roster spot in
training camp and started in
Los Angeles’ regular-season
opener against the defending
Stanley Cup champion Ana-
heim Ducks in London, Eng-
land. Before a full house on a
global stage, Bernier stopped

27 shots, came within seven minutes of a shutout in a
4-1 victory and was voted the game’s second star.
Back in North America, Bernier was returned to major
junior hockey after losses in three consecutive starts
and posted an 18-15 record and 2.73 goals-against av-
erage in 34 appearances at QMJHL Lewiston.
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MINNESOTA

WILD

WHO’S THE STORY

In his first season as the
Wild’s number one goal-
tender following the trade of
Manny Fernandez to Boston,
Niklas Backstrom, 30, set a
franchise record for wins
(33-13-8) in 2007-08, top-
ping the previous mark of 30
set by Fernandez in 2005-06.
Backstrom won seven of
eight decisions after Mar. 15
(7-0-1), posting a 1.41 goals-

against average and .950 save percentage in that span.
He improved his career mark from March 1 onward to
18-2-6 with a 1.60 GAA and five shutouts.

Signed as a free agent out of the Finnish Elite League

by Minnesota in June, 2006, the Helsinki native was
brought in to bolster goaltending depth within the or-
ganization. He was impressive enough in training
camp to earn the backup role to Fernandez and got his
chance to play after Fernandez suffered a knee injury
at the end of January. Backstrom ended the 2006-07
season with a 23-8-6 record in 41 appearances. He led
all NHL goaltenders in goals-against average (1.97)
and save percentage (.929), posted a franchise record-
tying five shutouts and teamed with Fernandez to cap-
ture the William Jennings Trophy as the goaltenders on
the club allowing the fewest regular-season goals.

Backstrom is 49-4-7 in his career when leading at any
point of the game, 37-0-2 when heading into the third
period with the lead and 52-15-10 in his past 76 deci-
sions.

“He’s the most calm person I've ever seen. It’s
amazing. He motivates himself inside.”

- Wild LW Stephane Veilleux, to the 
St. Paul Pioneer Press, Apr. 9, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

RW Marian Gaborik, 26, en-
joyed a breakout season in
2007-08, a campaign in which
he played more than 70 games
for the first time since 2002-
03. Gaborik set career highs in
goals (42), assists (41), points
(83), game-winning goals
(eight) and plus-minus (+17).
His goal and point total also
set single-season franchise
records.

KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
June 10: Acquired D Marc-Andre Bergeron from

Anaheim for a 3rd-round pick in 2008.
July 1: Acquired D Marek Zidlicky from Nashville for

RW Ryan Jones and a 2nd-round pick in 2009.
July 1: Signed LW Andrew Brunette.
July 2: Re-signed D Kurtis Foster.
July 3: Signed RW Antti Miettinen.
July 6: Signed RW Owen Nolan.
July 7: Signed D Tomas Mojzis.
July 10: Named Matt Shaw assistant coach.
July 11: Acquired C Corey Locke from Montreal for

D Shawn Belle.
July 11: Signed C Krys Kolanos.
July 19: Re-signed LW Stephane Veilleux.
July 26: Re-signed RW Pierre-Marc Bouchard.
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Gaborik became the first player in more than a decade
to score five goals in one game Dec. 20 in a 6-3 vic-
tory over the New York Rangers at Xcel Energy Cen-
ter. Gaborik’s five-goal game was the first in the NHL
since Detroit’s Sergei Fedorov in a 5-4 overtime vic-
tory over Washington on Dec. 26, 1996.

The Wild enter the 2008-09 season 21-0-3 in the past
24 games in which Gaborik scores a goal, 33-3-3 all-
time when Gaborik scores two or more goals and 24-0-
2 when he has three or more points.

•  •  •  • 

C Pierre-Marc Bouchard,
24, established a single-season
career high and franchise
record with 50 assists in 2007-
08 and finished the season
ranked second in scoring on
the Wild with a career-high 63
points (13 goals, 50 assists) in
81 games. He also recorded
personal bests in average ice
time per game (16:50) and
game-winning goals (four).

Bouchard ended a streak of 197 consecutive games
played March 24 at Edmonton when he was sidelined
with flu-like symptoms. He had last missed a game on
Jan. 9, 2006.

“I don’t think I'll be a guy who scores 50 and gets
10 assists. Making plays has always been a prior-
ity in my game, since I was a kid. You see all my
stats, you're always looking at more assists. It’s
fun to score goals, for sure, and I'll get my share
of them, but I like to make plays.”

- Pierre-Marc Bouchard, to the 
St. Paul Pioneer Press, Feb. 2, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

Named the first-ever head coach of the Wild in June,
2000, Jacques Lemaire, 63, begins his eighth season
in Minnesota. With 574 games behind the Wild bench,
Lemaire’s tenure as the original coach of an expansion
team is second all-time to Nashville’s Barry Trotz,
who enters 2008-09 with 738 games. In 2007-08,
Lemaire celebrated his 500th career NHL coaching
victory Apr. 3 with a 3-1 victory over Calgary, clinch-

ing the franchise’s first
Northwest Division title in
the process.

Lemaire owns a career head-
coaching record of 500-381-
168 in 1,049 games over 14
NHL seasons with Montreal,
New Jersey and Minnesota.
He ranks 12th all-time in
games coached and tied for
13th with the legendary Toe

Blake in victories. Lemaire is unique in NHL history,
having competed in 100 or more Stanley Cup playoff
games as a player (147) and as a head coach (112).

•  •  •  • 

LW Andrew Brunette, 35, re-
turns to Minnesota after play-
ing three seasons with the
Colorado Avalanche. Brunette
played three seasons for the
Wild, from 2001-04, recording
164 points (54 goals, 110 as-
sists) in 245 games. Brunette
ranks third on the team’s all-
time assist list, is fifth in
points and seventh in goals.
The 6-1, 212-lb. native of
Sudbury, Ont. was second on the Avalanche in scoring
in 2007-08 with 59 points (19 goals, 40 assists) in 82
games. Brunette is the NHL’s active leader in con-
secutive games played with 453; the last time he was
out of the lineup was in 2001-02, when he appeared in
81 of 82 contests.

In 788 career NHL games over 12 seasons with Wash-
ington, Nashville, Atlanta, Minnesota and Colorado,
Brunette has posted 549 points (191 goals, 358 as-
sists). He scored what is widely considered the biggest
goal in Wild history: the game-winning goal in over-
time against Colorado in Game 7 of the 2003 Western
Conference QF.

“When I left, it was tough. It took me a couple
years to finally get over it and turn the page. But
when I played against the Wild in the playoffs
[this April], I found it for some reason real tough
to play. The atmosphere in the building just



brought back such great memories. So when
things broke down in Colorado and I looked at
the league, Minnesota was at the top of my list. I
couldn’t think of another team I'd rather go to.”

- Andrew Brunette, to the 
Minneapolis Star-Tribune, July 2, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

D Brent Burns, 23, emerged as
an elite defenseman in 2007-08,
just his third full NHL season
and – as a converted forward –
just his second full season on the
blueline. He set Wild single-sea-
son records for most points by
defenseman with 43 (15 goals,
28 assists) and most power-play
points with 19 (eight goals, 11

assists) and was the only Wild player to dress for all 82
games. The 6-5, 229-lb. Ajax, Ont. native joined Team
Canada for the 2008 World Championships following
the season and was voted the tournament’s top de-
fenseman. He tallied nine points (three goals, six as-
sists) – including a pair of goals in the overtime loss to
Russia in the tournament finale – posted a competi-
tion-leading +14 rating in nine games and led Canada
in average ice time (18:58).

“The only guy that saw him as a defenseman was
Jacques. I can remember telling the scouts we
were going to put him on defense, and they were
like, ‘what?' Give the kid credit. He’s made the
difference.”

- Wild GM Doug Risebrough, to the 
St. Paul Pioneer Press, Apr. 9, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

D Marek Zidlicky, 31, should
add an offensive dimension to the
Wild lineup. Zidlicky led all
Nashville Predators defensemen
in assists (38) and points (43) in
2007-08 and totaled a career-best
53 points (14 goals, 39 assists) in
82 games in 2003-04, his first
NHL season. The Most, Czech
Republic native has recorded 175
points (35 goals, 140 assists) in 307 games over four
NHL seasons in Nashville.

“Marek is a top offensive puck-moving defense-
man who will add tempo to our lineup. He will
complement a defense that is becoming more mo-
bile and skilled, which we anticipate will make
our team as a whole more offensive.”

- Wild GM Doug Risebrough, July 1, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

C Mikko Koivu, 25, recorded
42 points (11 goals, 31 assists)
in 57 games in 2007-08, his
third NHL season. He led all
Wild forwards in average ice
time (20:53) and ranked second
on the club to Marian Gaborik in
plus-minus (+13). Koivu en-
joyed a breakout season in 2006-
07, tallying 54 points (20 goals,

34 assists) in 82 games, a 33-point increase over his
2005-06 rookie total.

“If I have a problem in our end, he fixes it. If I
want to get two other guys going, I put Mikko with
them. If I want a checking line, I put him out
there. If I want a goal, I want Koivu. He can play
in any situation. He plays against the top guys all
the time.”

- Wild head coach Jacques Lemaire,
to NHL.com, Apr. 15, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

19-year-old C Colton Gillies,
Minnesota’s first-round pick in
the 2007 Entry Draft, captured a
gold medal with Team Canada at
the 2008 World Junior Champi-
onship. The Wild signed Gillies
Mar. 28 and he made his pro
debut later that night for AHL
Houston, where he notched eight
points (one goal, seven assists) in
11 late-season games. The 6-4, 194-lb. native of White
Rock, B.C. is the nephew of four-time New York Is-
landers Stanley Cup champion Clark Gillies.
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WHO’S THE STORY

C Jason Arnott, 33, ranked
second on Nashville in goal-
scoring with 28, reaching the
20-goal plateau for the ninth
consecutive season and the
11th time in his 14-year NHL
career. He led the Predators
in assists (44, matching a ca-
reer high), plus-minus (+19),
power-play goals (13) and
shots (248).

The Predators captain has appeared in 100 Stanley Cup
playoff games and has been to the Stanley Cup Final
twice, capturing the Cup with New Jersey in 2000.
During the 2000 playoffs, he tied for third in the NHL
in points (8-12–20) and led the Devils with seven
points (4-3–7) vs. Dallas in the Stanley Cup Final. He
tallied the Stanley Cup-winning goal in double over-
time of Game 6 at Dallas.

“With all due respect, [on Arnott’s previous
teams] he was playing secondary to other guys
that had a bigger role, be it [Mike] Modano in
Dallas or the guys in Jersey. It was our feeling
that he had more to give and could become more
of a complete player on and off the ice, and that
included leadership capabilities.”

- Predators GM David Poile, to NHL.com, 
Apr. 2, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

RW J.P. Dumont, 30, posted
his sixth 20-goal campaign in
the past seven NHL seasons in
2007-08, notching a career-
high and team-leading 72
points (29 goals, 43 assists) in
80 games. His performance in
January was among the best in
a calendar month by any
player in franchise history –
he ranked second among NHL
scorers with 20 points (six
goals, 14 assists) in 14 games and posted a career and
franchise-best 16-game point streak from Dec. 29 -
Jan. 31 (8-14–22). Only Pittsburgh’s Sidney Crosby

(19 games) and Detroit’s
Henrik Zetterberg (17
games) posted longer point
streaks last season.

•  •  •  • 

G Dan Ellis fashioned one of
the NHL’s top comeback sto-
ries in 2007-08. Signed as a
free agent by the Predators in

KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
May 12: Re-signed RW Martin Erat.
June 16: Re-signed D Ryan Suter.
June 23: Re-signed G Dan Ellis and D Shea Weber.
July 9: Signed LW Josh Gratton.
July 16: Re-signed D Kevin Klein.
July 25: Re-signed C Rich Peverley and G Pekka

Rinne.
July 29: D Ville Koistinen awarded one-year contract

in arbitration.
July 31: Re-signed C Jarred Smithson.

NASHVILLE

PREDATORS



the off-season, the 27-year-old entered 2007-08 with
one career NHL appearance, as a member of the Dallas
Stars in 2003-04. In his first start as a Predator, he
helped snap a six-game Nashville losing streak by
making 20 saves in a 3-0 shutout victory over the At-
lanta Thrashers on Oct. 25.

Ellis went on to appear in 44 games, posting a 23-10-3
record, 2.34 goals-against average, .924 save percent-
age and a franchise-record six shutouts. He led all
goaltenders in save percentage and tied for third in
shutouts. Ellis set a franchise-record shutout streak by
not allowing a goal in 233:38 – from the first period
vs. Chicago on March 22 to 3:21 of overtime on
March 30 at Detroit. He turned aside 147 consecutive
shots during the streak, which was the NHL’s fifth-
longest such stretch since 1944-45.

In his Stanley Cup playoff debut, Ellis was valiant in
defeat during the Predators’ first-round loss to the
eventual Stanley Cup champion Detroit Red Wings. He
faced 240 shots in six games – an average of 40 per game
– and saved 225 of them for a save percentage of .938.

“In the past I used to be very serious and overly
critical. But after being in the Dallas system, I
saw how loose [Marty Turco] is and how good he
is. He plays a relaxed game and that’s really
where I learned to relax a lot more. It just makes
the game a little easier when you're having fun.
You do things better when you're having fun.”

- Dan Ellis, to the Tennessean, Mar. 4, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

Entering his 10th season with
738 games behind the
Nashville bench, head coach
Barry Trotz, 59, holds the
longest tenure by the origi-
nal coach of an expansion
team. Trotz passed Terry
Crisp (391 games with
Tampa Bay from October,
1992 to October, 1997) in the
2002-03 season. Trotz owns
the second-longest current

NHL coaching tenure, trailing Buffalo’s Lindy 
Ruff (820).

In 2007-08, Trotz guided the Predators to their fourth
consecutive playoff berth, posting a 41-32-9 record for
91 points. In 2006-07, Nashville posted a franchise-
best 51-23-8 record, establishing records for victories,
points (110) and goals (274).

The Predators have been particularly tough at home
under Trotz, posting a 83-30-10 record at Sommet
Center over the past three seasons.

Trotz has worked alongside Predators GM David
Poile, previously with the Washington Capitals organi-
zation, since 1987-88 (20 seasons).

“We’re one of only seven teams that have made
the playoffs in the last four years. So we’re doing
a lot of things right, but we've got to get to the
next round.”

- Barry Trotz, Apr. 24, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

The Predators’ drafting and development of quality de-
fensemen is paying big dividends, evidenced by the
performances of first-round picks Dan Hamhuis,
Ryan Suter and Shea Weber:

2007-08 STATISTICS: HAMHUIS, SUTER, WEBER
Defenseman Age Draft Note GP G A Pts TOI
Dan Hamhuis 25 12th overall, 2001 80 4 23 27 22:43
Ryan Suter 23 7th overall, 2003 76 7 24 31 20:34
Shea Weber 23 49th overall, 2003 54 6 24 30 19:29

Weber established a career
high in average time on ice
and tied personal bests in
shots (152) and game-winning
goals (two) in 2007-08 despite
missing 28 games due to in-
jury. The 6-3, 213-lb. native of
Sicamous, B.C.’s breakout
season came in 2006-07, when
he paced Nashville defense-
men with 17 goals and was
second in points (17-23–40).

“Shea has evolved into one of our core players.
He is both a player and a person that every team
covets. He is big and strong, skates well and pos-
sesses a booming shot. Shea has also been a part
of championship teams from the Memorial Cup in
2004 and the World Junior Championship in 2005,
to the World Championship in Russia last year.”

- Predators GM David Poile, June 23, 2008.
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Suter established career highs
in assists (24) and points (31)
in 2007-08, leading all
Nashville defensemen in goals
(seven) and finishing second
in points. The 6-1, 196-lb. na-
tive of Madison, Wis., has av-
eraged more than 20 minutes
of ice time the past two sea-
sons, and has only missed six
games due to injury in that
span. Suter has appeared in all
11 of the Predators playoff games the past two years
and ranked second on the team in average time on ice
(21:12) in 2008.

Hamhuis has missed just
five games in his four NHL
seasons and is the only Pred-
ator to appear in each of the
franchise’s 21 postseason
games. He represented
Canada at the 2008 World
Championships and formed
one of the top defense part-
nerships with tournament
MVP Brent Burns of the
Minnesota Wild. Hamhuis

ranked second to Burns in average ice time per game
for Team Canada (17:47) and tallied 1-1–2 and a +6
rating in nine games.

•  •  •  • 

The Predators boast another
top homegrown defense
prospect in Cody Franson,
21. The 6-5, 227-lb. Salmon,
B.C. native made his pro
debut in 2007-08 at AHL Mil-
waukee, tallying 36 points (11
goals, 25 assists) in 76 games.
In his final year of major jun-
ior hockey he earned a spot on
the 2007 Memorial Cup All-
Star Team as his Vancouver
Giants captured the title.

C David Legwand, 28, be-
came the Predators’ all-time
scoring leader Dec. 1 at Mon-
treal, passing Kimmo Timo-
nen (79-222–301). Nashville’s
first-ever draft selection,
picked second overall in 1998,
Legwand is the franchise’s all-
time leader in goals (121),
points (327) and game-win-
ning goals (28). He ranks sec-
ond all-time in assists (206)
and games (549), trailing Timonen in both categories.
The Detroit native was fifth on the Predators in scoring
in 2007-08 with 44 points (15-29–44) in 65 games.

•  •  •  • 

LW Martin Erat, 26, estab-
lished career highs in goals
(23), game-winning goals
(six) and tied a personal best
in points (57) in 2007-08. A
veteran of 407 NHL games,
Erat became the third Preda-
tors draft pick (along with
David Legwand and Scott
Hartnell) to appear in 400
games for the club on Mar.
20 against Detroit. He enters

the 2008-09 season third on both the Predators’ all-
time assists list (168) and points list (253) and has av-
eraged 53 points over the past four seasons.

In May, Erat signed a seven-year contract extension
with the Predators that will keep him in Nashville
through the 2014-15 season.

“Martin Erat is a perfect example of this organi-
zation’s philosophy. He came to us as a seventh-
round draft pick, and grew steadily into an elite
player when given an opportunity to succeed. He
has continued to take on more responsibility and
is an integral part of our team moving forward.”

- Predators GM David Poile, May 13, 2008.
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WHO’S THE STORY

C Olli Jokinen, 29, joins the
Coyotes after seven seasons
in Florida, the past four as
captain, where he became the
Panthers’ all-time leader in
goals (188), assists (231),
points (419), game-winning
goals (36) and shots (1,841).

In 2007-08, Jokinen led the
Panthers in goals (34), assists
(37), points (71), power-play

goals (18) and shots (341), and ranked third in the
NHL in power-play goals (18) and shots. Jokinen 
appeared in all 82 games for the fourth consecutive
season and extended his consecutive games played
streak to 376, second among active players to 
Minnesota’s Andrew Brunette (453).

In 2006-07, Jokinen registered career-highs in goals
(39), assists (52) and points (91) to rank 14th in the
NHL in scoring. The 6-3, 215-lb. Kuopio, Finland na-
tive was drafted by the Los Angeles Kings with the
third overall pick in the 1997 Entry Draft and has
recorded 208-253–461 in 723 career games with the
Kings, New York Islanders and Panthers.

“We got a big horse in the middle, a guy that can
play a lot of minutes, can score big goals for us
and can give us a physical presence. Just as im-
portant, it takes pressure off Kyle Turris and
Marty Hanzal, so we don’t have to lean on those
guys. They’re only 18 and 20 years old.”

- Coyotes head coach Wayne Gretzky, 
to NHL.com, June 21, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

RW Shane Doan, entering his
13th NHL season and fifth as
the Coyotes’ captain, is the
only Phoenix player who has
been with the club since it
moved from Winnipeg in
1996-97. The power forward
reached the 20-goal mark for
the eighth consecutive season
in 2007-08 with 28 and
recorded a career-high 50 as-

sists and 78 points to lead the Coyotes in scoring for
the fourth consecutive campaign. Doan also was a
threat killing penalties; he tied for second in the NHL
with nine shorthanded points (two goals, seven assists).

Doan is tied with Keith Tkachuk for first place on the
franchise’s all-time list for game-winning goals (40)
and ranks third in games (883), fourth in assists (323),
fourth in points (550) and fifth in goals (227).

KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
April 14: Signed 2008 Hobey Baker Award winner LW

Kevin Porter.
June 20: Acquired C Olli Jokinen from Florida for D

Keith Ballard, D Nick Boynton and a 2nd-round
pick in 2008.

June 25: Acquired RW Brian McGrattan from Ot-
tawa for a 5th-round pick in 2009.

July 1: Signed D Kurt Sauer and LW Todd Fedoruk.
July 3: Signed D David Hale.
July 3: Re-signed D Matt Jones.
July 10: Named Doug Sulliman assistant coach.
July 18: Signed C Garth Murray.
July 22: Re-signed LW Dan Carcillo.
Aug. 14: Re-signed C Joel Perrault.

PHOENIX

COYOTES
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The Halkirk, Alta. native represented Canada at the
World Championships for the sixth time last season
and was named team captain prior to the tournament.
Playing on a line with Chicago’s Jonathan Toews and
Anaheim’s Chris Kunitz, Doan helped Canada to the
silver medal by recording six points (two goals, four
assists) in nine games.

“A lot of the little things that people don’t notice,
Doaner takes pride in that, and that’s why he’s
played for Team Canada in world championships,
he’s one of those guys who does things to win
games, and it never goes unnoticed by his team-
mates.”

- Coyotes D Derek Morris, to the 
Arizona Republic, Mar.27, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

C Peter Mueller, 20, showed
why he was considered one
of the NHL’s top prospects
when he made his League
debut in 2007-08. Mueller
ranked third on the Coyotes
and fourth among rookies in
scoring with 54 points (22
goals, 32 assists) in 81
games. He led all rookies in
shots (201), tied for the
rookie lead in power-play

goals (seven) and placed second in goals, becoming
the first Coyotes rookie in 15 years to reach 20 goals.
Mueller also earned a spot on the Western Conference
YoungStars Team at the 2008 All-Star Weekend in At-
lanta and was the League’s Rookie of the Month for
January (6-8–14 in 14 games).

Phoenix’s first choice and the eighth overall selection
at the 2006 Entry Draft, Mueller registered 78 points
(21 goals, 57 assists) in 51 games for Everett of the
Western Hockey League in 2006-07 and captured
WHL rookie of the year honors in 2005-06. The 6-2,
205-lb. Bloomington, Minn. native represented the
United States at the IIHF World Junior Championships
in 2006 and 2007 and recorded four assists in seven
games for Team USA at the 2008 World Champi-
onships.

“He has really adapted to the fact that he can use
his body for his whole game where in the begin-
ning you just noticed his hands were so incredi-
ble. He uses his body now to protect the puck so
well. You can see he’s going to be one of those
special players.”

- Coyotes captain Shane Doan, to NHL.com, 
Jan. 14, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

C Kyle Turris, the third over-
all selection in the 2007 Entry
Draft, made his NHL debut as
an 18-year-old for the Coy-
otes’ final three regular-season
games in 2007-08, tallying
one assist and playing an aver-
age of 19:45 per game. Four
days earlier, Turris had fin-
ished his freshman year at the
University of Wisconsin as the
team’s leading scorer with 36 points (11 goals, 25 as-
sists) in 36 games. Turris also captured a gold medal at
the 2008 World Junior Championships, leading Team
Canada in scoring with eight points (four goals, four
assists) in seven games.

A native of New Westminster, B.C., Turris also helped
Team Canada to a 7-0-1 record in the 2007 Super Se-
ries, an eight-game series against top Russian juniors.
Turris led all goal-scorers with seven goals in eight
games.

In 2006-07, Turris was rated by NHL Central Scouting
as the No. 1 North American skater available for that
year’s Entry Draft after tallying 66-55–121 in 53
games for the Burnaby Express and earning MVP hon-
ors in the British Columbia Hockey League.

“I've tried to focus on getting bigger and stronger.
At school, I worked out three times a week, and
now I've been working out every day for 3-4
weeks now. I'm trying to put on weight and get
physically stronger so I can win more battles for
the puck. I'm up over 180 now, and I'm holding it.

- Kyle Turris, to NHL.com, July 15, 2008.



G Ilya Bryzgalov, 28, made
his debut with the Coyotes
Nov. 17 after Phoenix
claimed him off waivers
from Anaheim. Bryzgalov
helped jump-start the Coy-
otes’ season by recording a
shutout in first game and
winning each of his first four
starts with a 1.22 goals-
against average and .954
save percentage. He went on

to post a 26-22-5 mark with a 2.43 goals-against aver-
age, .921 save percentage and three shutouts in 55
games with Phoenix.

•  •  •  • 

D Ed Jovanovski, 32, led
Coyotes defensemen in scor-
ing with 51 points (12 goals,
39 assists) in 2007-08, becom-
ing the first Phoenix blueliner
to reach the 50-point mark
since 1997-98, when Teppo
Numminen finished with 11-
40–51 in 82 games. Jo-
vanovski led the club in
average ice time (22:33),
ranked second in power-play
goals (eight) and was third in shots (240).

•  •  •  • 

LW Dan Carcillo, 23, be-
came a fan favorite in 2007-
08 as a rookie, tallying 24
points (13 goals, 11 assists)
and a League-leading 324
penalty minutes in 57 games.
He ranked fifth on the Coy-
otes and tied for ninth among
NHL rookies in goals. The 5-
11, 203-lb. King City, Ont.
native scored five goals in
his final two games of the

season, including his first career hat trick in a 4-2 win
over Dallas on Apr. 4.

Carcillo made his NHL debut with the Coyotes on
March 3, 2007 after being acquired from Pittsburgh
with a third-round draft pick in 2008 for Georges
Laraque and recorded 4-3–7 in the final 18 games of
the 2006-07 season.

“He skates at an NHL level; he’s got good hands, and I
think he has the ability to score a lot of goals this year.
But in saying that, I also know that his physical play is
a bonus to our team, and the energy he brings to the
locker room.”

- Coyotes head coach Wayne Gretzky, to the 
Arizona Republic, Nov. 28, 2007.

•  •  •  • 

The successful rookie season
for 6-5, 208-lb. C Martin
Hanzal, 21, ended prema-
turely when he suffered a her-
niated disc playing for the
Czech Republic at the 2008
World Championships in May.
Hanzal underwent successful
back surgery in July and is ex-
pected to attend training camp.
Hanzal recorded 35 points
(eight goals, 27 assists) in 72
games with Phoenix in 2007-08, ranking second on the
Coyotes in face-offs (1,019) and sixth in points.

In 2006-07, the Pisek, Czech Republic native made a
successful transition to North American hockey with
Red Deer of the Western Hockey League, recording 85
points (26 goals, 59 assists) – tops among WHL 
rookies – in just 60 games. He was voted to the WHL
East’s 2nd All-Star Team.
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WHO’S THE STORY

Despite missing 10 early-sea-
son games with a foot frac-
ture, D Erik Johnson, 20,
led all Blues defensemen and
ranked second among NHL
rookie blueliners in scoring
in 2007-08 recording 33
points (five goals, 28 assists)
in 69 games. The only rookie
defensemen in Blues history
who tallied more were Brian
Benning in 1986-87 

(13-36–49) and Bob Hess in 1974-75 (9-30–39). 
Johnson played an average of 18:11 per game and
three of his five goals were game-winners.

The first player selected in the 2006 Entry Draft, John-
son spent 2006-07 with the University of Minnesota
Golden Gophers, leading them to the WCHA regular-
season and WCHA Final Five championships. He
recorded 24 points (four goals, 20 assists) in 41 games
and earned a place on the WCHA All-Rookie Team.

The 6-4, 219-lb. Bloomington, Minn. native repre-
sented Team USA at the 2007 World Championships in
Moscow, where he lined up alongside Blues team-
mates Lee Stempniak and David Backes and recorded
two assists and a +2 rating in seven games. At the 2007
World Junior Championships in Vancouver, Johnson
notched 10 points (four goals, six assists) in seven
games and was voted the best defenseman at the tour-
nament. He also won two gold medals with Team USA
at the IIHF World Under-18 Championships.

Prior to joining Minnesota, Johnson spent the previous
two years with USA Hockey’s National Team Devel-
opment Program in Ann Arbor, Mich.

“If you remember, two years ago he was playing
in high school and the U.S. Development team.
He’s made some big steps. With the experience,
he’s gotten more confident with what he was
doing on the ice and realized how to play the
game at the NHL level.”

- Blues defenseman Barret Jackman,
Apr. 21, 2008.

•  •  •  • 
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KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
May 13: Signed 2005 1st-round pick (24th overall), C

T.J. Oshie and 2007 1st-round pick (13th overall),
C Lars Eller.

May 28: Named Doug Armstrong vice president of
player personnel.

June 20: Acquired G Chris Mason from Nashville for
a 4th-round pick in 2008.

June 20: Selected D Alex Pietrangelo (Niagara, OHL)
fourth overall in the 2008 Entry Draft.

July 1: Matched the Vancouver Canucks offer sheet
to C David Backes.

July 3: Re-signed C Yan Stastny.
July 10: Signed D Mike Weaver.
July 14: Signed RW Matt Foy.
July 14: Re-signed C Jay McClement.
July 16: Signed LW Brad Winchester.
July 16: Re-signed D Jeff Woywitka.
July 17: Signed D Andy Wozniewski.

ST. LOUIS

BLUES
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C Brad Boyes, 26, emerged
as a top goal-scorer in 2007-
08, tying for fifth place in the
NHL with a career-high 42.
The only players with more
than Boyes: Washington’s
Alex Ovechkin (65), At-
lanta’s Ilya Kovalchuk (52),
Calgary’s Jarome Iginla (50)
and Pittsburgh’s Evgeni
Malkin (47). Boyes, who be-
came the first 40-goal scorer

for the Blues since Scott Young in 2000-01, also led
the club in points with 65. He ranked second in the
League in shooting percentage (20.8%) and tied for
third in game-winning goals (nine).

Boyes had enjoyed a breakout NHL campaign in 2005-
06, earning a place on the NHL All-Rookie Team after
finishing second on the Boston Bruins and third among
all rookies in scoring with 69 points (26 goals, 43 as-
sists) and a +11 rating in 82 games. He was acquired
by the Blues in a February, 2007 trade that sent D Den-
nis Wideman to Boston.

“He’s going to be checked and he’ll play against
other teams’ top defensemen, but there’s no fear
with Brad Boyes. He always finds a way to get
scoring chances. And his hands are so gifted.”

- Blues president John Davidson, to the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Aug. 27, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

LW Paul Kariya, 33, played
in all 82 games for the fourth
time in his past five seasons
in 2007-08, ranking second
on the Blues in scoring with
65 points (19 goals, 46 as-
sists).

Kariya joined St. Louis from
Nashville, where he led the
Predators in scoring in each
of his two seasons with the

club, tallying a franchise-record 85 points in 2005-06
and 76 points in 2006-07.

In 13 NHL seasons with Anaheim, Nashville and St.
Louis, Kariya has produced at better than a point-per-
game clip, recording 931 points (382 goals, 549 as-
sists) in 903 games. The 5-10, 180-lb. Vancouver
native is a seven-time NHL All-Star (1996, 1997,
1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003) and has scored 30 or
more goals seven times in his career.

•  •  •  • 

C Keith Tkachuk, 36,
reached two milestones in
2007-08, playing in his
1,000th regular-season game
Dec. 1 against Chicago and
tallying his 500th goal in the
Blues’ final game of the sea-
son at Columbus Apr. 6. The
Melrose, Mass. native became
just the fourth U.S.-born
player to achieve the 500-goal
milestone, joining Mike
Modano (Livonia, MI, 528), Jeremy Roenick (Boston,
MA, 509) and Joe Mullen (New York, NY, 502).
Tkachuk finished the season third on the Blues in scor-
ing with 58 points (27 goals, 31 assists) in 79 games.

Tkachuk is 16 shy of the 1,000-point milestone, having
amassed 984 points (500 goals, 484 assists) in 1,055
games with Winnipeg/Phoenix, St. Louis and Atlanta.
Tkachuk would be the seventh U.S.-born player to ac-
complish the feat, joining Modano (1,283), Phil Hous-
ley (St. Paul, Minn., 1,232), Roenick (1,203), Mullen
(1,063), Brian Leetch (Corpus Christi, Tex., 1,028) and
Pat LaFontaine (St. Louis, Mo., 1,013).

•  •  •  • 

G Manny Legace, 35, played
in a career-high 66 games for
St. Louis in 2007-08, record-
ing his fourth consecutive 20-
win season by going 27-25-8
with a 2.41 goals-against aver-
age, .911 save percentage and
five shutouts. He set a Blues
record for the longest shutout
streak (186:15, Dec. 28 - Jan.
8) and made his first career
trip to the NHL All-Star Game.



In 2006-07, Legace was on a 12-3-1 roll when he suf-
fered a season-ending knee injury in February. In addi-
tion to working on his knee, Legace also rehabbed his
body, losing 15 pounds from a training regimen under
Blues strength and conditioning coach Nelson Ayotte.

“We really felt if he played lighter that he was
going to feel better and move better. To me,
Manny has always been a great first-save goalie.
Now, he’s also a second-save goaltender, after im-
proving his leg strength and becoming more effi-
cient with his movements in goaltender-specific
workouts we threw at him.”

- Blues goaltending coach Rick Wamsley, 
to NHL.com, Nov. 3, 2007.

•  •  •  • 

The Blues enjoy enviable
goaltending depth following
the acquisition of Chris
Mason, 32, who played in a
career high 51 games for the
Nashville Predators last sea-
son. The Red Deer, Alta. na-
tive posted an 18-22-6 record
with a 2.90 goals against av-
erage, .898 save percentage
and four shutouts. Mason
registered a career high in

wins for Nashville in 2006-07 by going 24-11-4, rank-
ing second among NHL goaltenders in save percentage
(.925) and tying for sixth in shutouts (five).

“He’s a character guy. He’s one of those great
stories of a guy who was told he couldn’t play at
several points on his road to the NHL and he has
busted his butt to find a way to win at this level.”

- Blues head coach Andy Murray, 
to NHL.com, June 25, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

The Blues retained the serv-
ices of C David Backes, 24,
by matching an offer sheet
for the talented NHL sopho-
more during the off-season.
Backes recorded career highs
in all offensive categories in
2007-08, tallying 31 points
(13 goals, 18 assists) in 72
games. The 6-3, 216-lb. na-
tive of Blaine, Minn. also led
the club in hits with 240.

•  •  •  • 

C T.J. Oshie, 21, arrives at
training camp as one of the
NHL’s highest-touted rookie
prospects. The Everett, Wash.
native was the Blues’ first se-
lection, 24th overall, in the
2005 Entry Draft and has
spent the past three seasons at
the University of North
Dakota, leading the Fighting
Sioux to three consecutive
NCAA Frozen Four appear-
ances.

Oshie was a First Team All-WCHA selection and
Hobey Baker Award finalist in 2007-08, finishing with
a team leading 45 points (18 goals, 27 assists) in 42
games. He finished his three-year career at North
Dakota with 142 points (59 goals, 83 assists) in 129
games.

“He’s been one of the best college hockey players
in the country. He has taken his team to the
Frozen Four twice in a row as one of the best
players on that team. Those are the things that
build the expectation and I think he has those ex-
pectations for himself. We definitely have them,
but it does come down to how he does in Septem-
ber.”

- Blues assistant GM Jarmo Kekalainen, 
to NHL.com, July 11, 2008.
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“T.J. is ready for this step in his career. Getting to
the NHL is a big step and nobody takes it for
granted, but in my opinion, he’s ready for that
challenge ... You can think to all areas of his
game: the highlight hits, the highlight back-
checks, the highlight defensive plays and the high-
light-reel goals. The energy and passion he plays
the game with is special.”

- University of North Dakota head coach 
Dave Hakstol, to The Associated Press, 
May 14, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

The Blues selected D Alex
Pietrangelo, 18, with the
fourth overall selection in the
2008 Entry Draft. The 6-3,
206-lb. King City, Ont. na-
tive ranked seventh among
OHL defensemen in scoring
last season with 53 points (13
goals, 40 assists) in 60 games
with the Niagara Ice Dogs.

“We were looking for that puck-moving dimen-
sion. Alex skates well. He’s involved. He’s a
tremendous transition player and that will help us
get the puck out of our own zone and get it up to
our forwards. We’re not going to push him to play
in St. Louis right away, but he’s a very mature
young man and we’ll let him show us if he’s ready
to play in the NHL right away.”

- Blues president John Davidson,
to NHL.com, July 9, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

LW David Perron, 20, was
one just four players selected
in the 2007 Entry Draft to
make his NHL debut last sea-
son, joining Chicago’s Patrick
Kane, Phoenix’s Kyle Turris
and Edmonton’s Sam Gagner.
Perron led the Blues in plus-
minus and ranked second
among NHL rookies with a
+16 rating and tallied 27
points (13 goals, 14 assists) in
62 games. 
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WHO’S THE STORY

New head coach Todd
McLellan, 40, helped cap-
ture the 2008 Stanley Cup in
his third season as an assis-
tant coach under Mike Bab-
cock with the Detroit Red
Wings. Over the course of
those three seasons, the Red
Wings won the Presidents’
Trophy as the NHL’s top reg-
ular-season team twice
(2007-08 and 2005-06) and

finished second in 2006-07. One of McLellan’s key re-
sponsibilities was working with the Red Wings power
play, which finished third in the NHL in 2007-08
(20.7%) and first in 2005-06 (22.1%).

Prior to being hired in Detroit, McLellan spent four
seasons as head coach of the Houston Aeros, the Min-
nesota Wild’s AHL affiliate, where he posted a 154-
111-55 record and captured the Calder Cup
championship in 2003. He also served as head coach
of the Cleveland Lumberjacks of the International
Hockey League in 2000-01, posting a 43-32-7 record.

McLellan also has extensive experience in major jun-
ior hockey, coaching the Western Hockey League’s
Swift Current Broncos from 1994-95 thru 1999-00 and
serving as the club’s general manager in his final four
WHL seasons. He was named WHL Coach of the Year
in 2000 and Executive of the Year in 1997.

In his 14 years of serving as a head and assistant
coach, McLellan’s teams have never missed the post-
season.

“It’s my job as the coach to push this team, push
them hard, push them outside their comfort zone.
But while I’m doing that, making sure that they
enjoy the process. That’s the only way that cham-
pionship teams evolve ... There is a fine line and I
have to create relationships with players, get to
know them well enough to figure out where that
line is.”

- Todd McLellan, to the 
San Jose Mercury News, June 13, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
June 11: Named Todd McLellan head coach.
June 25: Re-signed C Jeremy Roenick, C Joe Pavel-

ski and G Brian Boucher.
June 30: Re-signed LW Jody Shelley.
July 3: Signed D Rob Blake.
July 4: Acquired D Dan Boyle and D Brad Lukowich

from Tampa Bay for D Matt Carle, D Ty Wishart, a
1st-round pick in 2009 and 4th-round pick in
2010.

July 9: Re-signed D Christian Ehrhoff.
July 11: Re-signed C Marcel Goc.
July 23: Named Trent Yawney, Todd Richards and

Jay Woodcroft assistant coaches.
Aug. 4: Re-signed LW Ryane Clowe.
Aug. 12: Re-signed LW Lukas Kaspar.
Aug. 27: Re-signed D Marc-Edouard Vlasic.

SAN JOSE

SHARKS
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C Joe Thornton continued
to drive the Sharks’ offense
in 2007-08, leading San Jose
in scoring with 96 points (29
goals, 67 assists) in 82
games. He finished fifth in
the race for the Art Ross Tro-
phy as League scoring leader
and led the NHL in assists
for the third consecutive sea-
son. He earned points on
44.4% of his team’s goals

(96 of 216), tops in the Western Conference and sec-
ond in the NHL to Washington’s Alex Ovechkin
(47.1%, 112 of 238). The Sharks have posted a 136-
64-22 regular-season mark since acquiring Thornton
from Boston in a Nov. 30, 2005 trade. Thornton has
302 points (71 goals, 231 assists) in those 222 games.

In 2005-06, Thornton captured his first Hart Trophy as
NHL MVP and Art Ross Trophy as the League’s points
leader, collecting 125 points (29 goals, 96 assists), the
highest single-season total since Jaromir Jagr’s 127
points with Pittsburgh in 1997-98. He made a late-sea-
son run at leader Sidney Crosby in 2006-07, but fell
six points short with 114 (22 goals, 92 assists) in 82
games. Thornton became just the third player in NHL
history to post consecutive 90-assist seasons.

•  •  •  • 

C Patrick Marleau, who
turned 29 Sept. 15, has played
his entire 10-year NHL career
with the Sharks and enters the
2008-09 season holding career
franchise records in games
(795), goals (238), assists
(301), points (539) and game-
winning goals (43). He is just
one power-play goal shy of
tying Owen Nolan’s franchise
record in that category (75).
Marleau has served as team captain since the fourth
10-game segment of the 2003-04 regular season; dur-
ing his tenure as the Sharks’ leader, San Jose has
posted a 171-87-30 record.

Marleau, who ranked fourth on the club in scoring in
2007-08 with 48 points (19 goals, 29 assists) in 78

games, saved his best hockey for the late-season surge
that vaulted the Sharks to the Pacific Division title. He
notched 19 points (nine goals, 10 assists) in his final
20 games, including a week in which he scored the
game-deciding goal in three consecutive games (one in
regulation, one in overtime, one in a shootout) from
March 3-9.

•  •  •  • 

In his first season as the
Sharks’ consensus number one
goaltender, Evgeni Nabokov,
33, enjoyed his finest NHL
campaign to date in 2007-08.
Nabokov led the NHL in vic-
tories (46), just two shy of
Martin Brodeur’s NHL-record
48 set in 2006-07, and posted
25 one-goal victories, second
to Brodeur’s 26. He ranked
second among NHL goal-
tenders in minutes played (4,561), third in goals-
against average (2.14) and tied for third in shutouts
(six). He edged Brodeur to claim his first career spot
on the NHL First All-Star Team.

Nabokov posted a 43-game consecutive-start streak to
begin the 2007-08 season, one short of the longest
such streak since 1989-90 (Brodeur, 44). Nabokov had
started 51 consecutive games dating back to March 24,
2007 before getting the night off in Anaheim Jan. 13.

Entering his ninth NHL season, all with the Sharks,
Nabokov is 208-150-48 with 40 shutouts in 430 regu-
lar-season games.

“Nabokov plays different styles, whether it’s
stand-up or butterfly, a lot like [New Jersey’s
Martin] Brodeur. You never know what Nabokov is
going to do. That’s huge. If you had a butterfly
goalie, you know you’ve got to get that shot up.
With him, I don’t know what you do.”

- Chicago Blackhawks D Brian Campbell, 
to the San Jose Mercury News, Apr. 3, 2008.

•  •  •  • 



The Sharks acquired one of
the NHL’s top offensive 
defensemen in D Dan Boyle,
32. Boyle posted 25 points
(four goals, 21 assists) in 37
games for the Tampa Bay
Lightning in 2007-08, a sea-
son in which he missed 36
games after a skate sliced his
wrist in the pre-season.
Boyle underwent wrist sur-
gery and made an inspiring

return to action by tallying a pair of goals against 
Ottawa Jan. 24.

Boyle established a career high and Lightning fran-
chise record for defensemen with 20 goals in 2006-07.
His 63 points, also a career high, ranked third among
NHL defensemen. He has tallied 50 or more points in
three of the past five NHL seasons and has 253 points
(66 goals, 187 assists) in 394 games since his acquisi-
tion from Florida in a January, 2002 trade.

“He’ll be the quarterback for our power play for
a long time. You can hope and wait for people to
develop into that role, but he’s done it and we ex-
pect him to do it here for a long time starting
now.”

- Sharks GM Doug Wilson, to the 
San Jose Mercury News, July 4, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

D Rob Blake, 38, the all-time
leader among Los Angeles
Kings’ defensemen in goals,
assists and points, heads up
the coast for his first season in
San Jose. Blake leads all ac-
tive defensemen in career
goals (223) and ranks fourth in
points (223-479--702) in
1,127 regular-season games
over 18 seasons with Los An-
geles and Colorado. He tallied
31 points (nine goals, 22 assists), including five
power-play goals, in 71 games with Los Angeles in
2007-08.

The Simcoe, Ont. native has appeared in the postsea-
son 11 times during his NHL career and was part of the
Stanley Cup champion Colorado Avalanche in 2001.
He has recorded 67 points (24 goals, 43 assists) in 125
career playoff games.

“You can’t rely so much on your size and getting
in the way of forwards anymore. You have to be
quicker. I’ve had to change my game, and you’re
never too old to learn new things. I worked really
hard in hopes of increasing my speed a bit.”

- Rob Blake, to the San Jose Mercury News,
Sept. 5, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

C Jeremy Roenick, a nine-
time NHL All-Star, became
just the third U.S.-born player
to score 500 career goals on
Nov. 10, 2007, joining Mike
Modano (Livonia, Mich., 528)
and Joe Mullen (New York,
N.Y., 502). The 38-year-old
Boston native ranks second in
goals, third in points and sixth
in assists among U.S.-born
players. In 1,321 regular-sea-
son games with Chicago, Phoenix, Philadelphia, Los
Angeles and San Jose, Roenick has posted 1,203
points (509 goals, 694 assists) and a +154 rating.

Ten of Roenick’s 14 goals in 2007-08 were game-win-
ners, the highest percentage (71.4%) in League history
among players with 10+ goals. He also tallied three
shootout-deciding goals, giving him an NHL-best 13
game-deciding goals.

•  •  •  • 
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RW Ryane Clowe, 25,
missed a majority of the
2007-08 season recovering
from a knee injury suffered
in October. He returned in
late March and, on opening
night of the Stanley Cup
playoffs, scored both Sharks
goals and led the team in
shots (eight) and hits (seven)
in a 3-2 loss at Calgary. The
6-2, 225-lb. St. John’s, 

Newfoundland native went on to finish in a second-
place tie among Sharks playoff scorers with nine
points (five goals, four assists) in 13 games.

•  •  •  • 

6-2, 225 lb. RW Milan
Michalek, 23, was among
Sharks leaders in several cate-
gories in 2007-08, including
goals (second, 24), assists
(third, 31), points (third, 55),
game-winning goals (second,
eight), plus-minus (second,
+19) and shots (first, 233).

Michalek had a breakout year
in 2006-07, his second full
NHL season, posting career-highs in goals (26), assists
(40) and points (66) in 78 games. His plus-minus rat-
ing of +17 ranked second on the club to Joe Thornton
and he tied for fourth in the NHL in game-winning
goals with nine.
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VANCOUVER

CANUCKS

WHO’S THE STORY

Roberto Luongo, 29,
recorded 35 or more victories
for the third consecutive 
season in 2007-08, going 
35-29-9 with a 2.38 goals-
against average, .917 save
percentage and six shutouts
in 73 appearances. He had
posted 35 wins in 2005-06
with Florida and 47 in 2006-
07. Other active goaltenders
with as long a streak are New

Jersey’s Martin Brodeur (11 seasons, 1996-97 through
2007-08), Calgary’s Miikka Kiprusoff (three seasons,
2005-06 through 2007-08) and Dallas’ Marty Turco
(three seasons, 2003-04 through 2006-07).

In 2006-07, his debut season in Vancouver, Luongo
turned in the top goaltending campaign in Canucks
history. He appeared in a franchise-record 76 games
and posted a 47-22-6 record with a 2.29 GAA, .921
save percentage and five shutouts. He ranked second
in the NHL in victories, falling one short of Martin
Brodeur’s new NHL mark also set that season. He fin-
ished second to Pittsburgh’s Sidney Crosby in voting
for the Hart Trophy as League MVP, becoming just the
fifth goaltender in the past 20 years to finish among
the top two (Jose Theodore in 2002, Dominik Hasek in
1994, 1997 and 1998, Patrick Roy in 1992, Grant Fuhr
in 1988).

MOST SHOTS FACED TOP SAVE PERCENTAGE
Past 4 Seasons Past 4 Seasons

1. Roberto Luongo 9,161 1. Roberto Luongo .921
2. Martin Brodeur 8,221 2. Cristobal Huet .919
3. Tomas Vokoun 7,454 3. Miikka Kiprusoff .918

•  •  •  • 

C Pavol Demitra, 33, joins
the Canucks from the Min-
nesota Wild, where in 2007-08
he reached the 50-point mark
for the ninth time in the past
10 seasons with 54 (15 goals,
39 assists) in 68 games.

The 2000 recipient of the
Lady Byng Trophy and three-
time NHL All-Star has tallied
699 career points (281 goals,
418 assists) in 750 games with Ottawa, St. Louis, Los
Angeles and Minnesota and will be expected to pro-
vide offense following the off-season departure of
longtime Canuck Markus Naslund.

KEY OFF-SEASON SIGNINGS/ACQUISITIONS
April 23: Named Mike Gillis general manager.
May 21: Re-signed head coach Alain Vigneault.
June 17: Named Ryan Walter assistant coach.
June 25: Claimed C Kyle Wellwood on waivers from

Toronto.
July 1: Signed LW Darcy Hordichuk.
July 2: Signed C Ryan Johnson.
July 2: Re-signed G Curtis Sanford.
July 4: Acquired RW Steve Bernier from Buffalo for

a 2nd-round pick in 2010 and 3rd-round pick in
2009.

July 10: Signed RW Pavol Demitra and D Rob 
Davison.

July 14: Signed C Jason Krog.
July 23: Re-signed C Rick Rypien, RW Mike Brown

and D Nathan McIver



“In St. Louis, I played centre. In L.A., I played
right wing and in Minnesota, centre and left wing.
I liked to play the wing in Minnesota because the
centre has to stay back and play defense. In St.
Louis, I was preferring to play centre because I
had the puck all the time and that’s what I like. I
want to be on the ice and have fun.”

- Pavol Demitra, to the Vancouver Sun, 
Sept. 9, 2008.

“The biggest thing I found out about Pavol is that
he’s a very quiet guy, but he’s so competitive and
very intense. And really, he was never satisfied
even in practice when he didn’t score. He’s got a
competitive drive to him that you (outsiders)
would never see, but those who have played with
him have seen it.”

- BCHL Victoria Grizzlies head coach 
Geoff Courtnall, to the Vancouver Province, 
July 11, 2008. Courtnall and Demitra were 
teammates on the St. Louis Blues from 
1996-97 through 1999-2000.

•  •  •  • 

Twins Daniel, left, and Henrik Sedin, right, turn 28
on Sept. 26 and are entering their eighth NHL season.
They finished 1-2 in team scoring for the second con-
secutive season in 2007-08; this time Henrik led the
way with 76 points (15 goals, 61 assists) while Daniel
tallied 29-45–74. Henrik ranked fourth in the League
in assists.

Each recorded career-high point totals in 2006-07.
Daniel tallied 84 points (36 goals, 48 assists) in 81
games, while Henrik had 81 points (10 goals, 71 as-
sists) in 82 games.

Daniel has scored six regular-season overtime goals
over the past two seasons – two in 2007-08 and four in
2006-07 – double the total of any NHL player in that
span.

Among the NHL’s most durable players, Daniel and
Henrik have appeared in all 82 games for each of the
past three seasons and have missed just 14 and 10
games, respectively, over their seven NHL campaigns.

SEDINS’ NHL CAREER COMPARISON
GP G A Pts. PPG GWG +/- TOI

Daniel 560 148 232 380 58 29 +60 15:04
Henrik 564 87 291 378 21 9 +75 15:38

•  •  •  • 

Following a successful rookie
season on the Canucks’ blue-
line, the story of D Alex
Edler’s rags-to-riches path to
the NHL already is legend in
Vancouver. Playing for an ob-
scure team in the Swedish
league’s third division during
his first year of draft eligibility
in 2004 – “considered more a
beer league,” Canucks scout
Thomas Gradin told the Van-
couver Sun – Edler was not even included among the
161 European skaters listed in Central Scouting’s final
rankings. The Canucks’ gamble of nabbing Edler with
a third-round pick paid off in 2007-08, when the 6-3,
220-lb. Ostersund, Sweden native appeared in 75
games, tallied 20 points (eight goals, 12 assists),
posted a +6 rating and logged an average of 21:20 in
ice time. He also was named to the Western Confer-
ence roster for the NHL YoungStars Game during All-
Star Weekend in Atlanta.

“Very few, if any other players, from that league
and that part of the country have set foot in the
NHL. He has come so far, I don’t see why he can’t
continue to improve. Maybe not at the rate he has,
but at a significant rate. He has things you can’t
teach. You can’t teach size and vision, the way he
passes the puck.”

- Anaheim Ducks senior advisor/hockey 
operations Dave Nonis, to the Vancouver 
Sun, Jan. 26, 2008. Nonis, then GM of the 
Canucks, drafted Edler in 2004.
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“I don’t think he realizes how good he can be.
There is no limitation. For sure, there haven’t
been any Cinderella stories like this guy. I think
it’s quite amazing.”

- Canucks European scout Thomas Gradin, 
to the Vancouver Sun, Jan. 26, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

RW Steve Bernier, 23, split
the 2007-08 season between
the San Jose Sharks and Buf-
falo Sabres, combining for
32 points (16 goals, 16 as-
sists) in 76 games played.
The 6-2, 227-lb. power for-
ward has recorded 90 points
(45 goals, 45 assists) in 177
career games with San Jose
and Buffalo.

“We actively went out and got Steve because we
feel he could be a complementary player for [the
Sedins].”

- Canucks GM Mike Gillis, to the 
Vancouver Sun, Sept. 6, 2008.

“My job is going to be to play with passion, try to
hit, try to create space for my linemates doing the
simple things. I see a chance and I don’t want to
leave it. I don’t want to get nervous but it is al-
ways fun to see an opening like this.”

- Steve Bernier, to the Canadian Press, 
July 5, 2008.

•  •  •  • 

D Mattias Ohlund, 32, has
played his entire 10-year
NHL career in Vancouver.
With 300 career points (87
goals, 213 assists) in 688 ca-
reer games, Ohlund is 22 shy
of becoming the club’s all-
time scoring leader among
defensemen. He currently
ranks fourth, trailing Dennis
Kearns (321), Jyrki Lumme
(321) and Doug Lidster (308).

LW Alex Burrows, 27, had a
breakout season in 2007-08,
just his second full NHL cam-
paign. Burrows set career
highs in goals (12), assists
(19), points (31), plus-minus
(club-leading +11) and aver-
age ice time (15:06) last sea-
son, far eclipsing his
corresponding statistics from
2006-07 of 3-6–9, -7 and
11:26 in 81 games.

An NHL “late bloomer,” the Pincourt, Que. native
went undrafted in 2002 after playing major junior
hockey at QMJHL Shawinigan. He split the 2002-03
season between Greenville and Baton Rouge in the
ECHL and signed an AHL contract with Manitoba
prior to 2003-04. After two more seasons splitting time
between Manitoba and ECHL Columbia, the Canucks
signed Burrows to an NHL contract in November,
2005.

•  •  •  • 

After a 2006-07 season in
which he led Canucks de-
fensemen in scoring and was
named The Hockey News’
Breakout Player of the Year,
Kevin Bieksa’s 2007-08
campaign was limited to 34
games due to injury. The 27-
year-old Grimsby, Ont. na-
tive recorded 12 points (two
goals, 10 assists) and played
an average of 23:24, a shade

under Mattias Ohlund’s 23:46 and Sami Salo’s 23:38
among Canucks leaders.
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